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TO THE 
THIRD VOLUME 
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Athenian Gazette : 


CONTAINING 


An Account of the Defign and Scope of the moft confiderable Books 
Newly Printed in England, and in the Foreign Fournals. 


And. of the Quality of the Authors, if known. 


With Impartial Remarks upon their Undertaking and Performance 


THESE 


Wilk be continued Conftantly 


By feveral Learned Perfons , 


Aud Comprehend a BRIEF IDEA of all Valuable Books 
Publifhed from Time to Time. 


Pubjifbed for the Improving. of Natural, Moral and Divine Knowledge, 8c. 
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PROPOSALS for Printing 2 Book Entituled, The young Students Library, Containing 
Extratts and Sbridgments of all the mojt vatuable Books. Printed in England and in the Foreign 7 our- 
nals, from the Year 65. t0 this prejent time.— i o which will be added, An Introduction tothe ufe of 
Books in a New Effay upon ali forts of Learning. Gazitten bp the Athenian Socicty. 


HE Genera! acceptation that the Univerfal Bibliotheque ( Written by the Learned Mon- 
fieur Le Clerk. The Paris foarnal Des Scavans, The Alta Erudicorum 1 ipfie, The Ciorneli 
de Lettera i, Printed at Rome, and the reltof the Foresgn Fournals, have defervedly found 
among the Ingenious all over Evrope, (with the kind reception that feveral Gentiemen 

have viven to our late Supplements) has encouraged our Boukseler to Purchafe and Encer in the 
Hal] Book all the foremenrioned Volumes from-their firft Publieation ‘which was In the Year 65.) to 
chis preient rime, from whence we defign CO tranflare and inferc (ix one Volume’ al) that’s va!ua- 
ble—- We thali alfo.add, what-we find moft confiderable in the Extra@ts made by our own Cox. 
trymen, chat fo by going backwards as well as forwards, we may render our Account of Books C vmpleat. 
Thofe Books hac have been Publithed for feveral 7 ears pajt being fully as neceflary, for cthofe 
that intend to improve themfelves in all manner of Knowledge, as thofe which we have already 
Publithed, and which me defign to continue, ac cording as toey fhall come abroad And theretore we 
cannot doubt but that the very propofing of our defign (ro com pleat a Book fo ufeful for all forts of 
Srudents) will command affiftance from all Lovers of true Leaxning. Seeing ’twill not only tervé as a 
Libiarp fo2 poung Scholars that cannot go to the Price of Books themfelves, (they having here jor 
4 finall Matter che [ubftance of many books, which if they fhould Purchafe, would amount toa vaft Sum) 
but will alfo be as ferviceable to them that have not time to Perufé large Volumes, ——- But the 
ulefulneR of Extraits need not be difplay’d by us, fince 1¢ has been fufficiently evinced by several 
Learnd Pens ho vever we (hall rake the -libercy co fay, thatthe reading of rhofe Extraéts, is the 
mott Compendious “ay [0 attain to any Perfeétion in / earning, fince It ZIVEs the Subftance of a Book 
in fome Hours (if not Minutes reading) which to find out by peru{mg the Book wtelf will re- 
guire not a few Days; belides > aSa Learnd Man has well oblerv'd, The fall Progre/s that ¢s 
ordinarily made in Learning, proceeds not [o much from the difficulty that lyes inthe way, asthe bad Me- 
thod that is taken by Mens {quandring away their rime in Peruling bad or frivolous books, « hile good 
ones are neglected 5 this 1S fufhiciently guarded avainit In our Extraths, ‘15 here, uM ith the account of 
rhe Rook the Yournalifis commonly give their Judgment of the Author s Undertaking and erfor- 
mance, to which.we may add. that fince as in a Mine the Goldss almoft bary\d ina Mufs of dvofs, to 
feparate it from Which. requires no {mall Arcand Induftry ; fo moft Books wich the (lid Truths 
contain a great quantity of Rubbifh, if not dangerous Errors to diftinguith ic wherefrom requires 
a more than ordinary Judgment and Sedulity; but sn thefe Extratts they are curionfly feparated, {o 
as the moit unexperienced Reader may fecurely Perufe chem, aod reap a great dea! of Advantage 
by ‘em; for which reafon. I think itwill not be amifs for 4 young Student to Perufe the Extratt of 
a Book before he fecs about reading the Book ic felf, which may prové as 4 Catd and Compa/s to 
direct him in his Cofrfe, and keep him from making Shipwrack of the Truth; 

We afliire o«r Qucrifts, that nothing fhall pafs in this Volume, but what thal! have the Appz0- 
bation of the whole Athenian Society, (they deligning toadd before ican Introduction to che ufe 
of Books in « new Effay upon all forts of Learning.— And that they may fee of what great Ue 
this Undertaking will be to the Publick, we will inone of our Mercuries Print an Account of /ome of 


~~ 


thofe Books that it thalkcontain. i 
The PROPOSALS are thefe following, Viz. 


i. Hat this V olume will concain (as is fuppofed) abowt One hundred and twenty Sheets, Printed in a 
very fair Letter, and of the very fame fize with our feveral Meréuries-and Supplements, that ° 
it may Bind up with them, or be Sold fingle to thofe that defire sy, 

II. The Subferibers to give 108. for each Book in Quires, whereof 5s. to be Paid at the time of Sub- 
feription, and 5s. at the Delivery of the Book, which confidering the exceffive dearue/s of Paper 
and Charge of Procuring the Foreign Journals, 1s not dear. . 

Ill. To Encourage alt Perfons that hall Contribute to the procaring of Subfcriptions, he or they that fall 
procure Subfcriptions for 6 Books , {hall not\only.. have'a 7th gratis, (which will reduce it to about 
8s. 7d. per Book) but fhall alfo have given emin the New Effay apon Learning,and An Emblem 
of the whole Athenian Society, Drawn sn a Folio Plate. ay 

IV. That for a further Encouragement to all Subfcribers (and to render our Undertaking the more ; 
compleat) rhere fhall alfo-be a large Alphabetical Cable given in to al thofe that Subfcribe which — 
foall Comprehend the Contents of this Volum) akld of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplements | 
Printed in the Year ot. 
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the Third Volume 
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Chriftian Wleffennels, Or Difcourfes upon the Beatitudes of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriff. 
Written by John Norris, 44. -4. Reétor of Newton, St. Loe in Somerfethire ie Syo. 


London P. 248. 


HIS Book feems to be a Colle- 
Gtion, or Extract of eight Sermons 

Bon the 12 firft verfes of the sth 
of St. Matthew, where Chrift fheweth us rhe 
happinefs of thofe that obey the feveralCom- 
mands of the Gofpel that he {peaks to us of. 
Yet there are in them more Philofophical 
Enquiries than thofe which are ordr ily 
propofed in the Pulpit, and Citations that 
are not ordinarily made in Sermons. 

To give fome Idea of the Authors way 
of reafoning, we fhall fet down here in a 
few words what he fays on the 4th verfe; 
Bleffed are they that mourn, for they fhall be 
comforted. He undertakes to thew thefe 
three things; 1. Thac’tis the duty of Chri- 
ftians to mourn. 2. Who are the Chri- 
ftians that mourn. 3. Wherein their hap- 
pinefs confifteth. 5 

He remarks, That although the. Chri- 
ftian Religion fillech its practifers with con- 
folation, notwithftanding that good people 
have many times great caufe of weeping, 
which the holy Scripture fheweth us by di- 
vers expreffions, and whereof it furnifhes 
us many Examples. To fhew who are 
thofe thac mourn, the Author proveth that 
good men are neceflarily afflicted ; on the 
one hand, becaufe they fee they do not ren- 
der unto God the Honour that is due to 
him : and onthe other, becaufe of the mi- 
feries which they fee mankind plunged in- 
to. We muft be deftitute of all Piety and 
Charity, if we cannot be livelily touched 
with the LicentionfnefS we fee in the 
World, atid the Evils into which men pre- 
cipitate chemfelves by their own fault. He 
adds to this the Reflections which good men 


make on the nothingnefs of the good things 
they enjoy in this Life, and in which 

has diffuled fo much bitternefs. In fine,we 
have caufe, according to the Author, to be 


ceive us, becaufe of the Illufions which 
Self-love continually puts upon us. Not- 
withftanding, if this aflurance could be as 
ftrong, in refpect of thé time to come, as it 
is in regard of the prefent, we might be in 
very great repofe. But we cannot 

of the time to come, but on condition 
finding our felves juft fo difpofed every day, 
which is very uncertain, if we confider hu- 
mane frailty, and the great examples of 
Falls and Apoftafie which Hiftory afford us. 
Whereas we have no entire certainty that 
we fhall not fall under Temptations 
there is nothing {9 certainas that if we 

we thal] draw upon our felves miferies thar 
cannot be expreft. Js not this caufe enough 
to make us live in fear and trembling ? 

The Author fheweth in fine that thofe 
that are thus difpofed are happy in this 
World and intheother. They are ha 
in this Life, becaufe affliction foftneth 
Heart, and maketh it more capable of the 
Motions of Piety, of Charity, of Compafhi- 
on and of other Chriftian Vertues. Be- 
fides, fadnef§ maketh one more retiredly 
devout, and more apt to make reflections , 
and by confequence better in cafe to 


if he is remote from that difpofition which 


the Gofpel requires, and to labour to 
himfelf aed fare of being faved. - 
Mr. Norris citeth for this the Example 
of the Yews, who maugre all the 
they had feen, and all the favours whi 
they had received from God, relapfed fre- 
quently into Idolatry, ever till the Baby- 
lonifh Captivity had cured them of this pro- 
penfity, for fince that time, wedo not fer 
that ever they came to adore 
at leaft lo Tame. Therefore, 
thor, God | 


extremely fad, when we confider the uncer- fen 


tainty we are in of our Salvation, and the 
prafligions miferies of te G 

i , atthe . 
dh rea e eealy aflured that God 
will pardon thafe tpt fhall lieve his Got- 
Pel, aor ave chat we have thar Faith 

ly affured that we ‘have ;that J 

rel Repentance. that the Golpel rouireth 


Tis only by an inward fend that we 
we pervaded, and this fentiment may ae 


_whiel 
itht 


fF AffliGions ; the Author doesnot 
Bot ee this, es thall we, that we may 
> to another Englith Treatife which he 


joyned to ‘the end of this , which we 
come to fpeak of. : 


An 
Curfory Reflections on 4 Book Entituled, 
Effay about Under ftanding, London 1690. 


pag. 44. 


HE Book: on which Mr. Norris hath 
4% made Curfory Remarks, which we 
find here, is fufficiently known, not only 
in England, but even on this fide the Sea, 
by the Extracts which we have given in 
this Bibliorheque, Tom. Vill. and XVII. 
Mr. Norris encounters it in feveral places, 
but principally Mr. Locke's Doétrine about 
the innate Principles, and the Original of 
our Idea’s. It will not be needful to repeat 
it here, the Reader may fearch it in the 
Places which we come to remark upon. It 
wil! be fufficient to obferve that Mr. Norris 
isa Cartefian, and asic feems, of thefe of 
the Cartefians that are of Father Malebran- 
ches Opinion. This occafions, that, being 
full of chefe thoughts, he feems not always 
to have well comprehended his meaning 

‘thom he Criticifes upon. 
i )P He upbraideth (4) Mr. Locke of 
(427.3: attempting to treat of Idea’s,with- 
out defining what he underftood by this 
word, which without doubt would caufe 
great obicurity in his Reafonings. Burt 
Mr. Norrs may fee that he’s miftaken, if 
he'll read over again the end of the firft 
Chapter of Book 1. where the Author begs 
his Readers leave to ufe the word Idea as 
frequently, as he fhall find it for the Pur- 

fe; this term being the moft proper, in 

is judgment, to exprefSall that is the ob- 
ject of our underftanding, when we think, 
whether that Object be a Phantafm, a Notion, 
a Spectes, or whatever ic might be, that 
takes up our Spirit; Mr. Morris might like- 
wife have withed thac Mr. Locke had ex- 
plained the Nature of Ideas, and it were 
really tobe defired, that any could do ir, in 
a manner that would not {uffer any contra- 
di@tion : but the defign of the laft, did not 
lead him thither, it was fafficient to him to 
fhew in what manner, or, if ye will, on 
what occafion, we come to have different 
Idea’s, without its being neceffary to {peak 
of the Ideas themfelves. 

2. Mr. Locke hath maintain’d, that there 
are no innate Ideas, fince there is no prin- 
ciple wherein all mankind agree ; burt to 
that the Author oppofeth che evident Pro- 
pofitions, which all the World agrees to, 
provided they underftand the cerms where- 
in they are conceived. The queftion is to 
know if we underftand the fame thing by 
the Junate Notions and evident Propofitions, 
which is not afluredly im the ordinary a 
of the word Jnaace, thit-has not at all 
fame fignification with that of evi 


Mr. Norris, ing that the Author of 
the Effay confounds thefe two things, ac- 
cufeth him of contradicting himfelf. fince 
he granteth that thefe are evicent Propoft- 
tions. 

3. One of the reafons which Vir. / ccke 


_ hath ufed to overthrow thé Inbred | a's is, 


that there is no appearance that any has 
thefe Innate Idea’s, which he never minded. 
But Mr. *“Norr# maincains that che conie- 
quence is not good, becaufe, according to 
him, our Spirit may receive the imprefiions, 
which we do notat all aétually perceive, as 
are the Idea’s which theMemory preferveth. 
It may be replied co him, that he muft 
prove, thatwe may have Notices, which 
we never made reflection on ; or rather that 
the greareft Idiots know ail the evident Pro- 
pofitions, which they, agree to fo foon as 
they underftand them. 

4. The Auchor in reafoning again what 
Mr. Locke had faid of the Innate Principles 
of Morality, infifts aneweupon this bottom, 
that he can evidently prove, even by Mr. 
Locke's confeffion, diverfe principles of Mo- 
rality. He concludes alfo from thence,that he 
isin the wrong to fay that theré is no Princi- 
ples of Practice to which Mankind has giv- 
en an kfniverfal confent, fince there are 
Principles of Morality uncontrovertible. 
But tho’ a thing be uncontrovertible, 
when it is underftood, ic does not fol- 
low that it is Inbred or naturally known 5 
otherwite Euclide and the other Mathema- 
ticians would have demonftrated nothing 
but what a Peafant knew. To give his actual 
confent to a Propofition, one mutt a@tually 
think of it, without which he cannot fay, 
that he has confented, tho’ he be capable to 
confent to ic when he underitands ic. 

5: In fine the Author, after having made 
diverfe remarks, like thefe which we relate, 
upon Mr. Locke’s Notions, feems to agree 
with him, while he acknowledges 
(4) that there are no Innate Prin- 4 P. 20. 
ciples, properly focalled; thatis ~ 
to fay, chat. are engraven on theSoul, at 
the fame moment that it begins to exift, 
tho he does not fee Mr. Locke’s reafons con- 
cluding, againft this opinion. As for him, 
he believes with Father Malebranche, that 
we fee the Idea’s, that are prefented to our 
Spirit, in the Divine Reafon, ashe fays he 
has proved in fome other Work. ’ But if 
there are no Idea’s imprinted on the Soul, 

re is, &cording to him, fomething ana- 
logical to it. He conceives then that the Di- 
vine Word fheweth to Men, in the Intelligi- 
ble World,fome Truths more readily, more 
clearly and more conftantly than’ others, to 
carry us toVertue by thefe Notices,and that 
thefe are the Idea’s which are called Innate. 

II. Mr. Norris afterwards ; 
fes (6) what Mr. Locke has aid of P. 24; 


’ the Original of our Idea’s ; that he, 
reduceth these alt te a > 


"He febine wi 
Idei's phi sb rmanding 


will not content himfelf with the definition 
of the name which. Mr. Locke giveth, 
faying that by Idea he underftands al! that is 
the [Immediate Object of our Perception. 
This Definition is notwithftanding like-to 
that of Father Adalebranche, and when we 
have no defign to treat of the Nature of a 
certain thing, itis fufficient to-define the 


Word that we ule.. Mr. Norrss afterward , 


frames an Argument like to chofe of Facher 
Malebranche, to whom he refers us, to 
prove that we fee all in the Eternal. Word. 
He enlarges very much, efpecially to fhew 
that the Idea’s arenot atallof the Emanati- 
ons of the Bodies which we fee, which yet 
Mr. Locke does notin the leaft fay. What 
feems to have fet Mr. Norrs upon thele rea- 
fonings, is, that Mr. Locke faith,that moft of 
our Idea’s_ draw their Original from fenfe, 
which fignifies nothing elfe but this, that we 
could have no Idea of diverfe things, unlefs 
we’had perceived them by means of the fen- 
fes. So if we have any Ideaof Colours, 
ris becaufe we have feen them, without 
which we fhould not have any. It is not 
material on this occafion to know how it 
happeneth, that our fenfes being beat upon, 
our Spirits perceive the Objects that are 
without us ; tis fufficienc that chis is an un- 
controvertible point, beyond which we 
need not go, when we do not undertake to 
treat of the nature of Spirits, nor of the 
manner how our perceptions are per- 
form’'d. 

2. Mr. Nerris reproacheth che Author of 
the eflay of faying, p. 147. §. 33. that’tis 
by means of the fenfes that we form the 
Idea of the f{upream Being, tho he has main- 
tain'd the contrary in feveral places. 
But our Critique has undoubtedly ftrangely 
Erred in this place ; fince Mr. Locke after 
having named Senfation and Refleétion as 
the fources of all our Idea’s, continues thus; 
* Ic is fo inall our other Ideas of fubftances, 
“even of that of God: (thatis to fay, that 
“ they are all formed either by Sen/ation or by 
“© Refleétion) for if we examine the Idea 
““which we have of the Supream and In- 
“* comprehentible Being, we fhall find that 
“ir comes tous the fame way (by the one or 
“ by she orber) and that the complex Ideéa’s 
*° that we have of Godand feparated Spirits, 
“ are compofed of the fimple Idea’s that we 
“ have by Reflection. For example, having 
“formed in our felves, by oar own Expe- 
“rience, the Idea’s of Exiftence, of Dura- 
“tion, Knowledge, Power, Pleafure, Suc- 
“cefs, and of divers other Properties and 
“Faculties, which tls better to have than 
‘© not to have, when we will form a juft Idea 
“ of the Supream Being, we a t each 


“ of tliefe Idea’s, joyning that of Infinity to 
** them,and thus we form the com dea 
“of the Divinity. If Mr Norrs had read 


a this Apel aan peccicecr he wore 
ve fpared ins of feeking 
gures of Rhetorick to refute an Opinion 
which no body maintains. He 
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Malebranches Opinion more probable, with 
which it does not fadge, no more than with 
thofe which he makes on divers. places of 
Mr, Locke's Book, whom concluding he 
highly commends: whicti a great many peo- 
ple will fubfcribe without trouble... 
We find furthermore at the End of the 
Book , an Addition where rhe Author re- 
tracts having maintained,in anEnglith Book, . 
that Sin was a real ching, he declares now 
that he believes chat ‘tismeer Nothing. To 
this, he addeth a paflage, That he would 
haye inferted in his Treatife of Beatitudes, 
which we have {poke of. Jefus Chrift faith, 
Mat, V.5. That the meck {hall inberit the 
Earth, and by this Earth, 
the Author believes with (2% Tile The. 
(c) Mr. Burnet, that our Lord pea 
meaneth that new Earth that 
{hall fucceed this, after ic thall be confamed 
by Fire, and which fhall be the Plate. where 
Jefus Chrift miuft reign for 1000 Years, 


Bibl. Univ. T. 20. po 145s 
Giopage du Ponde de Welcarteg, 


4 Uoyage into the World of Delcartes, ac- 
cording to the Copy Printtd at Paris, 1691. 
Pag. 308. | aa 


Ather Daniel, the Jefuite, Author of this 
Book, if we may believe publick re- 
rt, deligns here to ridicule De/cartes’s Phi- 
ofophy, by making a Difciple of this Phi- 
lofopher maintain in earneft the moft ridi- 
culous Confequences that he could draw 
from his Opinions, and by attacquing them 
directly either in jeft or in a ferious Air. 
To do it che more furely, he believed that 
he muft make a kind of Romance, {uch as 
is Lucian’s true Hiffory, where he brings in 
whatever he pleafes. 


LS ov and Travel into what Part of the 
orld it pleafed, the Body ftill continuing 


in 
incidently 1000’ biting Jefts againft the Per- 


the effed of I 
which Defcartes 


Tid aoe eae 0 


Cartefians receive their 
nets whit they proteft that they have noPre- 


Peuth aloné that determines them. 
wefents Defcartes’s Soul in the In- 
definite fpaces, that are beyond the Scars ; 
chat he tmeht be free ftom the Importunity 
of 2h infinite Number of Souls of Philofo- 
phers, that flurcer in our Vortex, and kee 
their old Opinions after their Souls have Jefe 
their Bodies. Befides this , ‘cis a Country 
that he has difcovered, and in the which he 
may fortn his World, by moving, according 
to his Principles, the Matter chat is there. 
The Soul of the Old Carréfian, and that 
of Father Aéerferine, Defcartés’s Friend,came 
to fee the Author as he was a-Bed. Thefe 
two Souls, beat up the Authot’s Interiour 
as they had been beat by their Bo- 
dies, he thobght that he faw thefe two.Per- 
fons, whereupon they explained to him how 
Spirits, without being clothed by any Body, 
may appeat inthe fhape of aMan. They 
opofed to him to go and pay a Vifit to 
Mr. Defcartes, whe in a little time mutt 
build his World, ip the view of fome of his 
Friends s ‘afd they gave him neceflary ad- 
vice to Jeave his Body in the ftate wherein ic 
fhould be, to perform its ordinary Functions 
without ché-afiftance of the Soul , during 


the time of its abfence. Tis a very diver- 
ting Raillery of > ye gree about 
Machines, and in jetting the Author is not 
flack to maké very firbng Objections 
againit the Sentiments of this Philofopher. 
Il. In their way to the Indefinite {paces, 
the three Souls travelling thither entertain 
themfelves with feveral Philofophical Mar- 
ters, and therefule of thefe Converfations 
is not always difadvantageous to Defcartes, 
as appears from the beginning of the fecond 
Part of this Voyage. But chey infinuate by 
the by, that Defcartes was not che Inventor 
of all that he faid, as they fhew in refpe& 
of the fubtile Matter, which keepeth up the 
Liquidity of Bodies, and from De/fcartes’s 
Axiom , that Bodies continue in the ftate 
they a at leaft , that tae - 
can work any change upon ‘ 
maintain that is te that cred Raiwe s 
an Quantity otion, i orld; 
ahi tees rove it by example of a Mill, in 
w Motion 


et a greater 


[4] 


where they rencountred the Souls 
of Sara eye Ariftorle.  Thislaft, Hi 


ples had not reftited, except the Circle, chaz 
what we know diftinttly ts trie , and chat we 
are aflured of the Truth of this Propofition, 
becanfe we know tT rene that God ts mo de~ 
ceiver. In ae hereof, the two Carte. 
ftati Souls ridicul’d che Sphere’ of Fite which 
is chalked out under thé Moon , in that 
Draught of the World that -4riftorle made. 
The Soul of our Traveller makes here a 
very agreeable Defcription of the World of 
the Moon, and its Inhabitants, particularly 
of the Places which are called Plato and A- 
rifforte, where thefe two Philofophers have 
their Républicks.In the abfence of the latreér, 
Voetins, fometime Profeflor of Theology 
in Urrechty anda great Eneiny to Defcartes, 
commanded in thé Place, guarded with 
great care, by agreat number of Pefiperta- 
cick Souls, armed withSyllogifins conclud- 
ing in all’ their Forms. In order to make 
this Yoetiws known, the Author makes ag 
Abridgment of the Hiftory of Defcartes, 
and of the Quarrels chat he had with this 
Theologue. If there be many Railleries 


together 
Philofophi 


fure artes’s Demonttratio of 
cartes at i- 
ftence God. The Mandari te rete 


we have of him. | 
The Travellors being iia the 
, orld. 
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World of Defcartes, are very well received. 
One of them gives a Relation of theftate 
his Philofophy is in upon Earth, and 
told him among other things, that every 
Body took upon him to make experiments, 
and that there was not at prefent a Pet- 
ty Phyfician, bur had at his fingers 
end the Hiftory of Mr. Pafcals Experi- 
ment. Thereupon Defcartes maintained 
that “twas he himfelf that firft invented ir, 
and who had forefeen, the fuccefS. On this 
occaficis they difcovered a great deal of In- 
credulity, for what they found in the Life 
of Mr. Pafcal about his Inclination to the 
Mathematicks, and abouc the Progrefs he 
had made in them from his. Infancy. 
They faid likewife by the way, that he 
would not have written his Provincials but 
on Memoirs that were furnifhed him, and 
which he believed true, as falfe as they 
were. They would, perhaps have done 
well tomake no mention of the Provincials, 
becaufe his diftruftful Readers will imagine, 
that if Mr. Pafcal had never made them, 
we had never doubted of his capacity in 
the Matkematicks from his Infancy. 

They likewife {poke much in this place, 
of the defire De/cartes had , to engage a 
whole Society, as that of the Jefnits, or any 
other to maintain his Opinions, becaufe it 
would have been the beft means to eftablith 
them well, thefe Societies never ufing to 
draw back when once they begin to teach 
fome Doétrines. But twas in vain, the Je- 
fuites immediately rejected it, and the 
Fathers of the Oratory, many of whom had 
embraced it, condemned it notwith{tand- 
ing ina general Affembly, An. 1678. 

Yet the Author remarks by the by, that 
after they had exclaim’d fufficiently, againtt 
fome of DefcartesOpinions, fo foon as ever 
he propofed them, yet they didnot forbear 
to meet, on the examination they had made 
of his proofs, tho they would not fay he 
was in the right. ‘They believed that the 
honefteft part they could take, on this oc- 
cafion, was co maintain that <Ariftorle had 
taught a great part before Defcartes. 

We find in the Books of the former, an 
Ethereal Matter,that the Senfations are per- 
formed by the fhaking of the Organs, the 
Demonttration of the weight of the Air, 
and the moft pleafanc Truths of the Equili- 
brium of Liquors. 

One of the Travellers likewife related to 
Defcartes, fomething of the differences be- 
tween F. Malebranche and Mr. Arnaud, 
that he railed by the by, and his conduct 
did not appear very fincere, 

In fine Defcartes buildeth his World, in 
prefence of the Travellers, and explains the 
diverfe Phanomena, after which the Souls 
returned. The Author curforily ridicules 
feveral of the Cartefian Dogmes. 

IV. Being upon his return, and-maintain- 
ing Cartefianifm with Zeal, he had to do 
with fome Peripateticks, that Fropoled Ob- 
jections to him, fome whereof he refolved, 
and others feemed fo difficult to him, that 
he believed he muft write. to Defcartes, 
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This Letter took up almioft all the fourth 
Part, andthe Author relates to Defcarres, 
how he had {atisfied fome difficulties, about 
the Divifion of Matter and its Motion, 2¢- 
cording to Defcartes’s Hvpothefis.. He did 
not feem far from the Sentiments of this 
Philofopher in this refpe@, and teftified 
there and elfeiwhere, thac the way bow he 
explicate Fludity , pleafes hini more than 
the Opinion of thof@ that mainrain that ic is 
an abfolute Accident. 

The frongeft place of thé Book confifts 
in three difficulties that follow, againft the 
ordering of Di [carté ‘s three Eleme nts, if 
the Vortex’s, again{t what he fays of Light, 
and againit the Vortex’s of the Planets. 
Before he comes to thefe difficulties, he 
explains the Docirine of Pefcartes, fo thac 
there’s no need to have recourfe tothe Pook 
of this Philofopher, nor to make any grear 
Effort upon the Memory, for to remember. 
We cann't do fo much here. We will fup- 
pofe thatthe Doétrine of De/cartes is known 
to thofe that fhall read this, and will -im- 
ply report the three Objections we come to 
{peak of. 

1. When many parts of Matter move fo- 
gether circularly, thofe that have the /eaft 
Agitation, and that are the leaft proper for 
Motion, have lefs’ force toremove them- 
felves from the Centre. On the Contrary 
thofe that haverhe moft Agitation, and are 
moft proper for Motion, have moit force 
to remove from the Centre, and hinder the 
others from coming near them. Now the 

arricles of the firft and fecond Element 
rave more Agitation, and are more fit for 
Motion than thofe of the third. ‘Therefore 
the Matter of the third Element, and not 
that of the firft, muft take up the Centre of 
the Vortex, which is quite contrary to De/- 
cartess Doétrine. .Then the Sun and the 
Stars, which are in the Center of their 
Vortex’s, will notat all be luminous Bodies 
but Oblique. ; 

2- The Eye cannot fee a Star but by 
means of the Rays, or the Lines of Hea- 
venly Matter pufhed by the Effort, which 
the Star, which ic feeth, maketh to re- 
move it felf from the Center of its Vortex, 
and whofe impreffion communicates it felf 
to the Eye by prefling and moving the 
ftrings of the Optick Nerve. Now this is 
impoffible, fuppofing the Eye placed in the 
Suns Vortex, where we are, which we 
prove thus: This Impulfion can communi-+ 
cate it felf to the Eye but two ways, either 
immediately by a Ray, or Line of the Mat- 
ter of the Vortex of he Star, which ends at 
the Eye; or mediately by a Line of the 
Solar Vortex, where the Eye is, beat back 
cowards the Eye by the Vortex of the Star. 
For we cannot have recourfe, according to 
Father Dawiel, to the one nor the orher of 
thefe yak We cannot fay that the Vi- 
fion of the Stars is performed by the for- 
mer, becaufe the Vortex’s, according to 
Defcarten, have each their feparate Diftria, 
and their Motion wholly di s fo chat 


the Lines of the mi i 
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, but they ail terminate 
~ nee ee of their Vortex. If 


we once admit this Communication, all 
would forthwith return into a Chaos: out 
of which Defcartes fays the World emerged 
meerly by the Laws of Motion. Befides, as 
there is no point in the Vortex of the Sun 
whence we could fee the Stars,the Matter of 
the Vortex of the Star, which we fee, mutt 
needs accotding to the Author, take up all 
the fpace of the Vortex of the Sun, w ich 
would be the moft abfurd thing in the 
World. The fecond Way remains then, 
which cannot be of much greater ufeé to 
Defcartes, according to his Principles, be- 
caufe that according to him, the Vortex’, 
tho perhaps unequal in bignefs, maft be al- 
ways exactly of equal force, whence it fol- 
lows, that th 
ther. We conclude from thence that the Mat- 
ter of oné Vortex cannot puth back that of 
another,nor make it run back to its Centre, 
whencé jt removes with all its force, and 
with all che force of the Sear that pafheth it; 
and by confequent the effort which the 
Matter of one Star maketh, for to remove 
from its Centre, cannot make it felf to be 

ceived by our Eye, while it is in the So- 

Vortex ; fince the Communication of 
che Impreffion is found to be invincibly hin- 
dred, by the Matter of the Solar Vortex; 
which oppofeth it with all its Force, and by 
confequent hindreth this preffion of the Or- 

, which alone caufeth the Perception of 
the Obje&. 

This Difficuley will feem more eafie to 
be folved by Cartefians, than the Pane 
ing, becaufe that as experience teacheth us 
that two perfons levelling fticks fully at one 
another, feel reciprocally a Preffion oppof- 
ed co that of theirs: inthe like manner it 
may happen, that a Line chat terminates in 
the Circumference of a Star, or if you will, 
the middle of one Wave of Light of one 
Vortex, prefleth the middle of another, and 
this recprocal preffion makes it felfto be 
perceived by thofe that are in the two Vor- 
tex’s. Mr. Huygens hath not long fince fhew- 
on knee <a in pad graced Li a 

- thatone fole particle of e£- 
yy” Vol a PA8- hey mpay ferve for different 
Motions, ‘vhich may yet 
ferve more for folving the ones difficul- 
ty. We muft notwitftanding fay, that if 
it be diminithed with refpect to one Ray of 
Light, that cometh from a Vortex that im- 
ety toucheth ge where eee 
P 3; 1c continueth very tin 
of the more diftant Dery rea ta bee 
the fixed Stars are not in the Circumference 
of oneand the fame Sphere, nor equally re- 
moved from the Centre of the Sun. Some of 
them are more drawn back in the immenfe 
fpaces of the Eicmnamnent snd others are near- 
she ateation od Ulehe tssp bt peeiiead 

0 t may ‘ 
by our Eyes acrofs the feveral Vortex’s 


equally fupport one ano- 


e€ is 


whofe Matter is diverfly removed. See { 


what work is cut out for the Cartefians. 
3- The third difheulry concerns the par- 
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ticular Vortex of rhe Earth, which, accord- 
ing to Defcarres Principles, muft neceflarily 
be, either the fame which it had, when it 
was yet a Star: or anew one which it made 
fince the other has been deftroyed. It is 
maintained that neither the one nor the 
other could be, and that thus the Earth in 
Defcartes Hypothefis, could not have any 
icular Vortex. It could not be that 
which it had formerly, for, according to 
Defcartes, a Star becometh not a Planet, bute 
by lofing its Vortex. Ir remains then to fee 
whether the Earth could make it felf a new 
Vortex, fince it is defcended towards the 
Sun, and is in effect the part which Defcartes 
taketh, to form his Syftem of the World. 
He fuppofeth that the heavenly Matter, 
which draweth the Planet about the Sin, 
moves {wifter than the Planer. He explains 
his fuppofition, by comparifon of a Boat 
that goes down a River, which goes not fo 
{wift as the Water of the River : a{pecious 
comparifon, but which has nothing of foli- 
dity in it,fince the reafon why the Boat goes 
not fo fwift as the Water that draws ie. js 
not to be found in, the Planet, which 
fwimmeth in the midft of the heavenly 
Matter. This reafon is, that that part of the 
Boat that is without the Water, meets with 
the refiftance of the Air, which has not the 
fame courfe with the Water; and by confe- 
quence refifteth che motion which the Wa- 
ter imprefleth on the Boat. The greater this 
refiftance is, as when the Wind is contrary, 
the motion of the Boat is the flower in com- 
parifon with that of the Water ; and on the 
contrary, the lefs this refiftance is, as when 
the Wind is favourable, the fivifter is rhe 
motion of the Boat. Now this is not to be 
met within a Planet, which is involved in 
the midft of heavenly Matter, and has _no- 
thing to oppofe the motion which this Mat- 
ter muft imprefsin it. De/cartes brings like- 
wife another reafon of this Inequality of 
the motion of the Planer, and of the hea- 
venly Matter which carries it. “Tis, thac 
tho’ {mall Bodies, fuch as are the infenfible 
parts of heavenly Matter agreeing alroge- 
ther to act againft a grofs Body,may have as 
much force as it, yet they can never make it 
move fo fwift in every fenfe, as they move 
themfelves, becaufe if they agree in {ome 
of their motions, which they communicate 
fo it, they differ infallibly in others, which 
pA. ang it. But what- 
is they have, theentire Wav 
of thefe fluid Bodies do agree to puth it 
from a certain fide, whereof there is no re- 
fiftance, and by confequence it muft go as 
{wift as they. In the mean whtle De/cartes 
concludeth of this Principle, that the hea- 
venly Matter, having more motion than the 
Planet, muft make it turn about its Certer, 
and make a fmall Vortex about it, which is 
carried with that about the Sun. 
Po: when this Propofition will be grant- 
dhim, ‘twill be maintained that his rea- 
one is not juft: That the Earth is con- 
d as in an empty fpace, & that’tis 
reprefenated as a Circle o seavenis Matter, 
of 


of the largenefS of the Diametre of the 
Earth ; which Matter, coming with vio- 
lence, carries the Earth with it, as De/carres 
believed. If it be fuppofed that the heaven- 
ly Matter goes fiwifter than the Earth, he 
chinks that this Matter will divide it felf 
prefently into two parts, and as in two 
Arms ran along one by the upper, and che 
other by the under-fide of the Earth. That 
if we conceive this Torrent of Heavenly 
Matter of an equal Depth, or greater than 
the Diameter of the Earth, it will {pread it 
felf every way over all parts of the furface 
of the Earth, above, below, and on every 
fide. Thence it follows, that it will not 
make it turn about its Center, and that 
*ewill even take away this Motion from it 
if it had it, all the Lines of this Torrent 
counterballancing one another, oppofe the 
determination which they would find in 
the Earth contrary to that of theirs. Now 
if this*be fo, as we can hardly doubr, the 
Earth fhall no more have a Vortex about 
it, becaufe the Matter which runneth along 
above would hinder that which runneth be- 
low to afcend, as it is hindered to defcend. 

But fappofing chat the Vortex were made 
about the Earth, how does it preferve it 
(elf? Icis either ftronger than the San’s 
Vortex ; that is to fay, it’s Matter makes 
ftronger Efforts to remove ict felf from its 
Center, than the Vortex of the Sun does to 
remove from its: or ’tis not fo ftrong; or 
it isequal. Ifit.be not fo ftrong, it mutt 
be deftroyed by that of the Sun; if it be 
ftronger, it mutt deftroy it. It remains then 
that it be equal in force, but that is not fo 
inuch as probable. If the Vortex of the 
Earth were fo {trong as that of the Sun 5 or 
which is the fame thing, if the Athereal 
Matter which turneth about the Earth, re- 
moved with fo great force from the Center 
of its Vortex; the Earth, according to De/- 
cartes Principles, muft appear a Sun, and 
Fupiter likewile, fince that which makes the 
Center of a Vortex appear luminous to us, 
is the vehement Motion of the Matter, tho’ 
Defcartes {ays this Center fhould be void of 
all Matter. 

Defcartes feems to have given a particular 
Vortex to the Earth for many reafons, one 
of the principal whereof is, the neceffity of 
giving a reafon of the Motion of the Moon 
about the Earth. He believed, as the 
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After having thus déftroyed De/cartes'd 
World, the Author draweth fome. confe- 
quences again{ft feveral confiderable Points 
of his Phyficks. Ie may thereby be found 
that the Moon muft not any more be in 
the Vortex of the Earth, atid that Fapiter’s 
four Satellites mutt likewiie abandon this 
Planet, if they are not retained there by 
fome other reafon than what Defcartes gives 
of their Situation. Befides this, the manner 
of explicating. Weight, which the Carte- 
fians ufé, is very hard to maintain, and 
what they fay of the Flowing and Ebbing 
of the Sea caufed by the Poife ofthe Moon 
is yet more perplexed. Father Daniel fays 
on this occafion, that Ingenious Mathema- 
ticians have demonftrated, by obfervations 
of the Diftances of the Moon, which are 
determined by ics apparent Diameters, that 
this Star is as far diftant, in many Con- 
junctions and Oppofitions as in fome Qua- 
dratures ; and as near in {ome Quadratures, 
as in fome Conjunctions and Oppofitions. 
Tis falfe then, that the Moons Apogeum 
muft be always in the Quadratures, and it's 
Perigewm in the Conjunctions and Oppofi- 
tions. It follows hence, that rhe Moonbe- 
ing in Conjunction and Oppofition, is not 
always in the little Diameter of the Ellip- 
tick Vortex, and that ’tis no more always 
in the great Diamieter at the Quadratures, 
Yet ‘tis by this {up — only, that Def- 
cartes explains the Inequality of the Tides 
in the Conjunctions, in the Oppofitions, and 
in the Quadratures, and of thofe that we 
{ee in the Equinoxes and Solftices. Befides, 
if when the Moon paffeth through the Me- 
ridian, in the Places where it is Perpendi- 
cular, the Preflure of the Air were {0 con- 
fiderably ftronger; as to make it go upagain 
agaifft its Borders; it would be perceived 
in the Experiments of the Torricellian 
Tube; which we could never learn that 
any oy remarked. | x 
_ The Author propofes yet other difficul- 
ties, again{t the Formation of the Vortex’s 
of the Planets,and other Places of Defcartes’s 
Phyficks. Tho’ the difficulties which are 
related, and many other like, thew clear- 
ly enough, That De/cartes has made feveral 
alfe fuppofitions, and, that thefe fuppofi- 
tions themfelves are not (ufficient to give a 
reafon for the prefent Phanomena’s, and yet 
lefs of the manner how the World was 


Earth it felf is carried by its annual courfey* Made ; ‘tis nocwichftanding certain that he 


with the Matter of the great Vortex about 
the Sun; fo the Moon fhould turn about 
the Earth ina Month with the Matter of 
the particular Vortex of the Earth. But 
this Vortex being an incomprehenfible 
ching, according to his Principles,ic follows 
that he cannot give a reafon of the Motion 
of the Moon. The Author theweth even 
that f{uppoting that the Vortex were formed, 
the Moon would go off when it fhould come 
to the place of the Vortex, which is over 
againft thi: to which the Earth muft go 


immediately after, by ics annual Motion, as ible Princi 


may more €afily be feen by cafting the Eye 
on a Figure that is in the Original. 


has done two things that fet him above al 
the Antient Philofophers. The firft is, oe 
he has difcovered feveral Truths more clear- 
ly than ever any Philofopher had done; for 
Example, That the Sun formeth a great 
Vortex of fluid Matter, wherein the Pla- 
nets {wim at certain diftances, by fome 
caufe chat ic may be fo. The fecond is, That 
he is the firft that has endeavoured to gi 
clear and Mechanical Reafons of the Effeats 
and to form a Syftem following 
by fimple and Intefh-. 
es. Ie is true that his Phy- 
ficks are full of & conjectures, but ‘tis 
alfo crue chat he not give them for 
Demoa- 
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Demonftrations: On the contrary, the 
Schoolmen give us nothing but infignificant 
Terms, and pronounce their Decilions as 


Oracles. 


—— 


Bibl. Univ. Tom. 20. p. 32. 

Antonit Wrynxi de Natali Fefu Chritti 
ibri duo, &c. 

on ot of rhe Birth of 3elus 


Antonius MWyneus : 
Chritt, 1 two Books. To which u added a 
Difertation of Chrif?s Circumcifion. At 
Amfterdam, guarto, 1689. page 616. Be- 


fides the Index. 


Any advifed Mr. Byveus to tranflate 
‘nto Latine his Dutch work he had 
beftowed on the Publick 
(a) Sec the Ex- ¢4) about the Paflion of 
See ha @ our Saviour; which has 
gen: oe been fo well received, that 
a there have been already 
three Editions of it. But he would rather 
travel on new Charges, in writing: the Hi- 
ftory of the Birch of our Lord, of his Retur- 
rection and Alceniion, and of the defcent of 
the Holy Spiric on the Apoftles 5 after 
which he will finith a Piece which he has 
begun, on the Garments of the Hebrews. 
This Volume contains only what concerns 
the Birth of the — God, and a Diflerta- 
i n his Circumcifion- 

a The Work is divided into two Books, 
and each Book into four Chapters. The 
firft Book contains an Explication of the 
Hiftory of the Birth of Jetus Chrift, as it 1s 
related by St. Luke and St. Matthew, The 
Author examines with exactnefs, and by 
the Rules of Criticifm, all the words that 
are uled by the Sacred Writers, in this oc- 
cafion: He every where relateth the diffe- 
rent Readings, and always remarks which is 
the beft ; he produceth the Explications of 
the Criticks, not failing to give them prai- 
fes where they deferve, he decides for 
thofe which he thinks the trueft, or he 
produceth new Conjectures, when he thinks 
that other Interpreters have not hit the 
mark. He frequently makes digreflions on 
the Subject of Terms that are ufed in the 
Sacred Writers; but which always con- 
tain fome confiderable Remark, which are 
not very long, and which he always de- 
duces naturally from his Subject. This is 
the general Idea we may give of this Book ; 
but ‘tis juft chat we enter into a more parti- 
cular Account, to pick out amongf 
a great number of profitable Remarks thac 
it contains, fome of them that appear the 
moft proper to excite the Readers curio- 


fity. 

I. The firft Chapter of the firft Book ex- 
plains what the Gofpel tells us of the An- 
nunciation of the Angel Gabrie/.to the blef- 
fed Virgins There is frequent mention of 

— in the Old Teftament ; 
(4) P.13. (4) but ‘tis remarked that none 
of them were named before the 
Babylonifh Captivity; which made Rebbi 
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Simeon fay, that the names of Angels were 
brought up from this Captivity with the 
Jews. Yet there are but two that are 
named in the Canonical Books; viz. Ga- 
briel and Aftichael (6. "Twas 

this firft that revealed to the (6) P, 17. 
Prophet Daniel.the time of the 

coming of the Adeffiab, and “twas the fame 
that came to fhew the Blefled Virgin, thar 
this time was come; it being God's ple:- 
fure toufethe fame Minifter to make the 
Promife to Men, and to fhew them ther 
twas accomplifhed. 

(c) ’Tis ordinarily believed 
that ‘fofeph the Spoufe of the 
B. Virgin, was a Carpenter ; but all the 
Ancients have not been of this Sentinjent. 
St. Hilary believed that he was a Maref- 
chal, which furnifhed pretty Reflections to 
the Venerable Bede, who followed the 
fame Opinion. The word xx, which 
the Gofpel ufes to denote his ?rofeffion, 
and which is no lef§ equivocal than the 
Latine word Faber, has given ground for 
this diverfity. The firft Opinion has not- 
withftanding prevailed, and Fuftin AZartyr, 
Origen, Soxomen and many other Ancients 
have been of it. 

The. Dialogue of the Angel with the 
Blefled Virgin, gives our Author occafion 
co explain that of the Serpent with our 
firft Mother (da). He believes 
that this Seducer perfuaded her, (d) P. 48. 
that God, who had threatned 
them with death,(hould they ear of the fruit 
of the forbidden Tree, had changed his 
mind, and given them Liberty ; jutt almof 
as a falfe Prophet of Sethe! made a true 
Prophet enter his Houle againft the ex- 
prefs Command of God. by feigning a Re- 
velation that he had thac night, in which an 
Angel had commanded him to ftop him, 
and give him to eat. 

This Explication agrees very well with thar, 
which an Ingenious Divine has communicated 
tous, which removes almoft all the D'ficulties 
that are ordinarily made on the Fall ot the firft 
Man. He believes, that the firft fin of the 
Angel was the having feduced our Firft Pa- 
rents ; which he concludes from this , that the 
Scripture fpeaketh in no other place of the fall 
of Angels: that according to the opinion of all 
Interpreters, the Condemnation of the Devil js 
included in thatof the Serpent ; whence it fol 
lows, that he was not Condemned before ; and 
in fine, that all the Names that are given him 
in the Sacred Scripture, have their Foundation 
in the Hiftory of the Tempration, 

That if it be demanded, what hand the o- 
ther Angels had, that are likewife falle n,in this 
hirft Temptation, ’tis anfwer’d ; 1, That the 
Difficulty is equal in all the Syftemes : 2. That 
perhaps they confented to the Tempration, or 
that they Murmured for the punifhment ot the 
Tempter , whom they believed to be their 
Chief, to whom Michael fucceeded. This No 
tion excufes Eves credulity. She knew thar he 
was a good Angel, there were no other yet ; fhe 
might have a great difpofition to believe him , 
becaufe he ought to be better inftruéted ‘in. God’s 
: Orders, 
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a 
Orders, and his Intention. But how could fhe 
imagine that fhe fhould be like unto God, ac- 
cording to the Tempter’s promife ?. Another 
Difficulty. The word Elobim, which is tran- 
flated by that of Gods, fignifies very often the 
Angels, and, according to Vatablus, this promife 
may be tranflated, 2ow hall be as Angeis. Ap- 
parently Adam and Eve had fome Idea ot the 
Heavenly Spirits, and knew that thefe Intelli- 
gences had much more Light and Knowledge 
than they, 


This being fuppofed, the Fall of Eve feems 
no more incomprehenfible ; fhe {peaks to a good 
Angel, whom fhe could not fufpect of Fraud ; 
fhe fuffered her felf to be perfuaded, that this 
Fruit would give ber Knowledge, whofe Name 
it bore, and that fhe fhould be like to the An- 
gels. She believed him, the fell; fhe had power 
to fin, the finned ; we need not be further fur- 
prized. As for Adam, befides all thefe Reafons 
which are common with her, a condefcenfion to 
his Wife, and that the bad een no evil after her 
eating of the forbidden Fruit, may help us eafi- 
ly to comprehend how he might fall. Whar is 
remarkable is, that the Divine I fpake of, with- 
out feeing Mr. Byneus’s Work, ufes the fame 
example of the Prophet that was fent to Bethel, 
to explain his Opinion ; But let us return to our 
Author. Onawhat the Angel faith to the Vir- 
gin, that her Son fhall be called, The Son of 

the Sovergign ; 4% vtise, (e ) He 
(¢) P. 14. remarks, that the Hebrews have 

called the Divinity Gneljon, after 
the fame manner that the Phenicians and Car- 
thaginians exprefs the famous Alonim valonoth 
of Plastus, and that fometimes in the Scripture, 
the onely true God is called Gueljonim, in the 
plural, according to the ufe of the Pagans, who 
believed that there were many Gods, and to 
remark, that he of J/rael alone, was more than 
their infinite number of Divinities, which may 
be likewife faid of the word Elohim. The Au- 
thor approveth their Opinion, who believe, that 
the word Gneljon was come trom that of “Haves, 
which fignifies the Sun, 

As God was the King of I/rae/, he had like- 
wife his Throne (f ) after the 
manner of the Kings of the 
Earth, and his Throne was the 
Ark of the Covenant : whence it comes, that 
is fo often faid, that God fits between the 
Cherubims : and in Feremy , Ch. 3. 16, 17. 
that Ferufalem is called the Throne of the Eter- 
nal, becaufe that as R, I/aac Abarbanel remarks, 
Ferufalem became as holy as the Ark, To 
which God makes allufion in J/aiab, when he 
fays, Chap. LXVI. 1, The Heavens are my 
Throne, and the Earth is my Foot(tool , what 
Houfe then will ye build for me? The Thrones 
of the Kings of the Eaft were very large , and 
had room for many perfons, whence it comes , 
that Fefus Chriff promifeth to him that hall o- 

vercome , to make- him fic with 
(g) Re. 3- him on his Throne. (g) 
% Interpreters commonly believed, 
that by the Holy Spiric that fhould 
come upon the Blefled. Virgin, muft. be under- 
ftood the Third Perfon in, the Holy Trinity « 
but that. was not the, opinion of ‘the Ancientsy 


f) P, 113: 
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(6) Fuftin Martyr, Tertullian 
and St. Ambrofe, believed, that 
the Argel meant it of the Word, 
which ‘nould ‘be Perfonally united to the Hu- 
man Nature inthe Womb of Mary. Many 
Moderns are of the-fame Opinion, and among 
them the famous Cocceius. But Mr, Bynews 
does not approve of this Opinion, and believes , 
that where-ever the Holy Spirit is {poke of in 
Scripture, the Second Perfon of the Sacred Tri- 
fity mult be underftood. 

2. He explains ‘ofeph’s Dream in the fecond 
Chapter. (4) The word Aé/j- 
44; which is the fame with that (4) P.AS9. 
of Cbriff , and which fignifies 
Anointed, is frequently found in the Old Tefta- 
ment: but ’fis believed, that that which made 
the Fews give this name to the Deliverer that 
was promifed them, is that famous paflage of 
Daniel , Chap. ix, 25, 26, where the Name 
Meffiah is put as the proper Name of a Saviour. 
So that we cannot look upon it otherwife bur 
as an Appeliative Noun. ( & ) 

The Pagans have corruptly cal- (&) P, 161. 
led it Chreftus; whence it comes, 

that Suetonius fays, that the Emperor Claudius 
chafed the Jews out of Rome, becau/e they conti. 
nwally raifed Tumults, being moved thereto 
Chreftus: Fudaeos impulfore Chrefto afidue tu- 
multuantes Roma expulit, The truth is, that 
many ews having been Converted at Rome , 
thofe that perlifted in their errors, raifed a thou- 
fand troubles ; which obliged the Emperor to 
force them to remove from it. Sweton, who 
knew but very flightly the Subjeét of thefe Dif 
putes, and who had heard fay, that they {poke 
ordinarily of Chrif, believed that this Chriff 
was the Chief of thefe Murineers, 

The 18th Verfé of the firft Chapter of Saint 
Matthew has given fome trouble to Interpreters, 
(1) They are not all agreed about 
the fignification of thefe words, (Jp. 176,&c, 
mely h ouveddey auTss, antequam 
conyenifjent, before they came together. Some 
think that this is meant of the Confummation of 
the Marriage ; and others fimply of their living 
in the fame Houfe, Mr, Bynaus remarks, that 
among the ‘fews, as well as among other Nati- 
ons, they diftitiguifht between the Betrothings 
arid the Marriages, and that there was always a 
confiderable {pace between thefe two Ceremo- 
nies ; witnefs this Verfe of Terence, Placuit, de- 

Spondi, bic muptiis dittis eff dies 5 1 liked ir, I be- 
trothed her, this day was prefixe for thé Marri- 
age. He believes then that AZary was efpou- 
fed to Fofeph, but that fhe had not yet been 
brought to him : that ’twas in this Interval thac 
fhe proved with Child, and that the Gofpel feems 
to fay, that this was before the Marriage was 
celebrated publickly, and thar Fofépb had recei- 
ved Mary into his Houfe, 

Thofe that have underftood thefe words of 
the Confummation of the Marriage, have gived 
occafion to believe, that Fofepb did not abftain 
from Carnal dealing with Mary, but during the 
time of her being with Child, Sr. Ferome {eens 
to accufe Tertullian of having beén of this Opi- 

nion, Thofe that are of this Opinion, are Cal- 
led, Antidicemirianites,” that is to fay, Enemies 
to Mary? Rh Bi aio} boidians , 

froat 


(4) Pag. 127. 


from the Name of Helvidius, who Wrote a 
Book, to prove , that Fofeph had Children by 
Mary, after the Birth of our Saviour, and that 
cwas them the Scripture calls his Brethren. 7 ov#- 
nian wasof the fame Opinion, (m) 
But the Author proves in another 
place of this Work, that thofe 
whom the Evangelift calls the Brethren of ‘fe/us 
Chriff, were the Children of another AZary , 

who was the Blefled Virgins Sifter. acid 
The Evangelift faith, that the Bleffed V irgitt 
‘was found with Child of the 04 
ly Spirir, (») whereupon the Au- 
fg dhe how this could be , 
fince it was a Secret only known to Mary, and 
that though her Bignefs might be difcovered, at 
leaft the Principle of it was unknown ? Many 
learned Men have been at great pains to rid 
themfelves of this difficulty, But the Author 
fays, that the Virgin had difcovered this My- 
fiery to Fofeph; which he did not at firft be- 
lieve, and had refolved to put her away {ccret- 
ly, which obliged God to warn him in a dream 
not to do it, and to confirm the truth to him 

hat he had learnt of 44ar7. 

As to what is faid , et Fofeph would put 
her away fecretly, (0) "tis remar- 


(m)P.27§- 


(n) P.183. 


P.191. ked, that there were two ways of 
() , Divorcing a Wife among the 
Fews. The firft was performed before the 


Judges, by producing the Reafons which he had 
ae bie oe “The other was done only 
in prefence of two Witnefles, by giving only a 
Letter of Divorce, and without producing any 
Reafons. "Twas in this fecond manner that 
Fofeph defigned to Repudiate Mary, to prevent 
the Difgrace fhe would otherwife have incurred, 
and perhaps the punifhment that was ordered 
by the Law againft Betrothed Women accufed 
of Adultery, Thofe that have been ignorant 
of this Cultom, have invented a Thoufand pret- 
ty Fancies on Fofepb’s Intentions, but which 
are all deftitu'e ot any foundation, 

The Fews have made their utmoft Efforts 
to deprive the Chriftians of that famous Paflage 
of Iaiah, (p) A Virgin fhall 
Conceive. (q) They have cfpe- 
14, cially pretended , that the He- 
(¢)P.227. brew word Gnalmab, which 

we tranflate by that of Vargim, 
fignifies fimply a Daugbter, which they have en- 
deavoured to prove by feveral paflages of Scri- 
pture. Our Author examines them all, and 
pretends, that this werd always fignifes a Vir- 
gin,which never had todo with a Mam, without 
excepting even that place of the Proverbs, chap, 
3°. 18,19,20. which has given fo much 
work to lnterpreters, He pretends, that So/o- 
mon meant, that if a Virgin, really fuch, fhould 
privately grant the greateft favours to her Lo. 
ver, there are no Marks, by which it may be 
known, that fhe hath loft her Virginity ; an evi- 
dent Proof that the word Gralmab mutt be taken 
in this place for a Virgin, The Ety of 
this Word fheweth the fame, fince it cometh 
from the Hebrew word Negnelem, which figni- 
fies to be hid. This is not becaufe Virgins 
were kept in Houfes, that they were nor futter- 

a 


(p) Ifa. 7. 


ed to go abroad, and to be {een but by their 
neareft ed, as many Learned Men have be- 
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lieved: fince this Cuftom cannot be proved, and 
that there are even examples of the eontrary in 
Scripture: Sed quid munquam 4 viris retefta fue- 
rint: that they were never uncovered by Men: 
whence it comes, that Mofes ordinarily ufes the 
word Uncover, when he would denote the Com- 
merce of a Mah with a Woman. ’ 

*(r) All Ancients have belie- 
ved, that St. Afatthew Wrote (r) P. 242. 
his Gofpel in Hebrew, and that 
the Greck Explanations of fome Hebrew words 
which he ufed, were added by his Interpreter, 
Many Moderns are of this Sentiment, though 
there are a great many others of a contrary O- 
pinion, Mr, Byneus thinks, that we cannot, 
without rafhnefs , reject the conftant Teftimony 
of the Ancients ; but that this Gofpel was 
Tranflated into Greek in good time, by an As 
poltolick Mans and that the Greek Fathers, 
who were abfolurely ignorant of the Hebrew 
Tongue, have neglected the Original, to mind 
onely the Verfion : almoft as they ufed the Sep 
tuagint preferably tothe Hebrew Text. The 
Nazarens, on the contrary, who were Pfeud: 
Chriftians , but retained the Jewifh Ceremo- 
nics, continued to ufe the Original Hebrew : 
in which the Ebsonites afterwards changed many 
things, 

3. The Third Chapter explains the Birth of 
Fe/us Chrift at Bethlehem, ( fi te 
is furprizing, that St. Luke, who ( /)P. 271! 
feems fo exact, and who precifely 
fets down the year wherein St, ‘Fobn Baptijt be- 
gan to Baptize, hath not remarked that of the 
Birth of our Saviour, and that he contenteth 
himfelf to thew, that it was under the Reign of 
Auguftus the Emperor, Our Author believes 
that "tis, becaufe there were very different Ac- 
counts of the Beginning of this Princes Reign, 
For we may begin it from the Death of Fudjus 
Ce/ar, inthe firft year of the Julian Calendar: or 
from the time of his firft Confulate , thar 's to 
fay, a year afters or after the deteat of _An- 
tomy at the Battel of 41m, that happened in 
the ‘Fifteenth year of the fame Calendar ; or, 
fince the taking of Alexandria, which fell out 
inthe year following. Authors ufe thefe differ- 
ing Epocha’s, fo that which foever S'. Luke had 
followed, there would always have been fome 
difficulty, at leaft, if he had nor {pecified it very 
diftin@ly. 

But this is not the greateft difficulty, which 
is found in this paflage of Sr. Luke, there are 
two others, which the Learned have lookr u 
as unexplicable. The firft is, that no Prophane 
Author fpeaks of this Taxing of the Inhabitants 
of the whole World, made by Auguftus’s Or- 
der, and which is notwithftanding very confide- 
rable, thac it has been forgot by all thofe that 
have written the Hiftory of that time. The 
Second is, that the Sacred Writer remarks, that 
this Defcription was made in the days thar Qui- 
rinus was Governour of Syria? "Tis clear, that 
Fefus Chryft was born towards the end of the 
Reign of Hered the Greats and it appears by 
Tofephus’s Hiftory , that this Quirinus was not 
made Governour of Syria, till after that Arche- 
laus, Son and Succ to Herod, was banifhed 
to Vienna. The Author refutes all that Inter- 
preters have faid to rid themfelyes of this per- 


plexing 
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plexing cafe, and refolves the Difficulties thus. ember , but without know- 
(+) He maintains that by ing well a reafon for itr. (7) (y) Pag. 406. 
(t) P. 304: thefe words, iow iy oixsutnr, Some have believed, that ‘tis 
which St, Lake ules, and which becaule St, Fohs Bapeiff has fd in the Got 
anfwer to the Hebrew ¥°8 2D, muft only be pel, that Fefas Chri? mult increale, end he mutt 
underftood all Fudea, after the fame manner as be diminithed : whence they conclude, that Sr, 
Fof. 2.3. 1 Sam. 30,10. Gen, 13.4. and Fobm Bapriff atuft have been bora on the day 
Ifa. £3. 9. So that-this Numbring which Saint of the Summer Soiftice, when the days begin 
Luke {peaks of, concerned only Fudea, and was to fhorten, and Fe/us Chri near the Winter Sol- 
done, not to raife Impofts upon them, asiscom- fice, that is to fay, about the 2¢th of Decer- 
monly believed, fince Herod was an Independent er, when the days begin to lengthen. Langi- 
King, and only an Ally of the Romans, but to ms pretends, that we have found the day of our 
know what Number ot Soldiers he could furnifh Saviours Birth, in the Taxing Tables made by 
on occafion. This being fo, *tis not ftrange Augujius’s Order; but as this Opinion is found- 
that Prophane Writers have faid nothing of it, ed only upon a fale fuppoficion, that the Tax- 
nor even Fofepbus himfelf, fince it had nothing ing that St, Luke fpcaks of, is the fame that was 
confiderable in it. made when .Qusrinus was Governour of Syria, 
As for the Second difficulty, Mr. Byneus pre- ‘cis evident that it cannot be received, * But if 
tends, that the words of the Evangelift muft be neither the Original, nor the Antiquity of the 
thus tranflated, This firft Taxing was made be- Cuitom of Celebrating the Birth of our Lord on 
fore that Quirinus was Governour of Syria. The the 25th of December be known s tis certain, at 
Author, by an Eflipis, very ordinary with the Jleaft, chat atter ichad besn introduced by the 
Greeks , has not repeated the Prepofition aye Eaftern Church, it was {pread through all the 
included in the word 7e#7, and has faid, wee Churches of the World. There are none, even 
eyivero mytuovevorlos Tie Svelas Kuenviv, for wewm to the Adahumetans, that have not received it, 
"eyérdlo mes iryspover'ov'los, &C. And we muft not whence the Birth ef the Mefias. is rurned into 
think ftrange that Sr. Luke makes this remark, a Proverb with them, to fignifie,a long Night. 
There was another Survey much more confide- Bvery body knows that Scaliger believed that 
rable, made, when Cyrenius was Governour of we mutt place the Birth ofvour Saviour about 
Syria ; and it was neceflary to diftinguifh that, the end ot September, or the beginning of Odfo- 
whereof he treated, from this fecond, for fear ot er, It would be tedious to relate here,after our 
confounding them, as it has happened in thee- Author, (z) the Method he uées 
vent, notwithftanding the Sacred Author’s Pree to eftablifh his Opinions. iris (2 ) P, 408, 
cautions, In fine, we muft not think it ftrange fufficient to remark that it 
that Mary went to Bethlebem, to be enrolled pofeth things that have no foundation, He 
there with Fofepb. It wes a Cuftom among the thinks that, that which Mr. Wagen/e/ has-fol- 
Romans, to number the Women.and Children lowed is more fure, and lefs intricate. Yet Mr. 
alfo, as Dienyfe of Halicarnaffe informs us, L.1. Byneus would determine nothing thereabout , 
5. & 9. : becaufe the Scripture fays nothing of it, and 
(«) The Author believes that al) that is related from elfewhere is founded 
(4) P. 363. that avery falle Glofs hascom- but on very flight conjectures, 
monly been put upon thefe words Thefe words of the Song of the Angels, 
of the Evangelift, that ‘Fe/us was laid ina Adame Luke 11, 14. Glory to God im the bigheft ». &e. 
er, becaufe there was no room for bim in the Inn, {eem very obfcure; (4) Mr, 
fi. believes that the Greek word gaz» fhould Bynans believes they may be (a4) P, 428, 
be really taken for a Manger, and that the E- thus Paraphraz’d upon;7he good 
vangelift would fay, that the litele Infant was aill of God towards Men isthe Subject and Mat- 
laid in a Manger, becaufe they had no Cgadle, ter of the Glory, that is given to bim in the,Hea- 
and not becaufe they had no Reom for Lodg- vens, and of the Peace that reigns upon Earth. 
ing. Thefe Mangers were little fquare Vef- Il, The gefign of the Second Part of this 
fels, where they put any thing for Horfes to Work, is toprove the Truth of the Hiftery of 
eat, and every Horfe had his owns fo that thefe J the Birth of Fefus Chrift, as it is related to.us by 
Mangers were very convenient to lay a young the Evangelifts, to refute what is added. from 
Child in, when they had no Cradle. elfewhere, and to anfwer the Objections of the 
Whence it follows, that all that has been ‘fews,and.of fome ancient Hereticks, on 
faid of our Lord 7efus being laid in a Stable.a 1. Mr. Byneus relates in favour of this Hi- 
mongft Oxen and Affes, was faid without any  ftory, in the firft Chapter, thé ftrongeftReafons 
Foundation ; and if this be, what will become of hat can be madeufe of, to prove a matter of 
fo many brave Sermons, where all thefe things Fact. He thews, ‘thar the. very Enemies 6f the 
are treated of with all che Flowers of Ele- Chriftgatts have declared for jr: 3 
quence ? | (4) That Senin Magus, L (4). Px. 459. . 
The Author im the FourthChapter explains Example, atfes no other rea- os 
the Annunciation of the Angel to the Shepherds fon, feigw to be born of a be chaser Domitian 


vec dicen basioens of ake Privhadge petaiine to Feasebipye peat, 
(x) P. 404. the different Sentiments | rit tuligr to Fefus C brift 5 proof: 
Ancients about the Day of our that what the Evangelifs:tellius of this Birth , 


Saviours Birth, Some have affixed it to the was. lookt upon as undenyable in the days of 

20th of May, others to the 6th of Famuary,0- thefe two lmpoftors, we 

thers to the roth, and others to other times, It . 2. He provesy.in the Second Chapter, that 

is at this day Celebrated on the asth of De- all that’ the Prophets foretold of eamratane 3) 
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the ‘s very agreeable with what the 
Evan Fes relate, AG becaufe the Modern 
Fews, prefled by the evidence of this Applicati- 
on, have endeavoured , to turn on another the 
places of their Prophets, which the Evangelifts 
have applyed to the Meffiab , he fheweth, by 
exprefs paflages of the Ancient Rabbies, that all 
thefe Prophefies were applyed to the Meffiab by 
their Ancient Doétors, This is, without con- 
tradiction, the ftrongeft Argument we can have, 
againft all the difficulties which the Fews ttart 
at this day,and Mr. Bynaus backeth it, with a 
great deal of force and cxactnefs, entring into 
very curious particulars, and every where citing 
exprefs paflages of the ancient Rabbics. 

3. He Refuteth , in his Third Chapter , all 
that Superftition and Error has added to the 
true Hiftory of the Birth of Cori? ; as tor ex- 
ample, that the Blefled Virgin was brought to 
Bed without pain, the Verfes falfly attributed 
to the Sibyls, the Application of the Fourth 
Eclogue of Virgil to Fe/us Chrift, the Altar rear'd 
up by Augs:fus in the Capitol, To the Firft born 
of God,and a hundred other ftories of this nature. 

_ In fine, be particularly refuteth, in his laft 
Chapter,the Calumnies of the ews againft the 
Birth of our Saviour; Their greateft difficulty 
concerns that famous Paflage ot I/aiab, chap, 7. 
14. AVirgin flall conceive, &c. As “twas in 
favour of King Achaz that this Oracle was 
pronounced, and the Birth of that Infanet, that 
is fpoken of in thefe-words, fhould be to him a 
Pledge of the Deliverance that was promifed 
him by the Prophet, ic cannot be apprehended 
how this Birth could affure him, fince it was not 
to come topafs till above 300 years after. For 
An{wer to this difficulty, Mr, Bynaus firft fhews, 
that all the Glofles that the Fews put upon thefe 
words, are abfurd and unwarrantable: He 
fheweth, in the fecond place, that God has of- 
ten given figns,to his People, of Promifes 
which he made them, which notwithftanding 
were not tocome to pals, till after thefe Promi- 
fes were accomplifhed. Thus God faid to M- 
fes, Exod, 3.12. This fhall be @ token unto thee 
that I have fent thee, when thou baft brought forth 
the People out of Egypt, ye foall ferve God on this 
Mountain, In fine, he fheweth, that this Sign 
was fufficient to aflure chaz, that he fhould 
not be overcome by his Enemiesg, For fince, 
many ycars after, a Son muft be b8rn of a Vir- 
gin, which fhould be of the Family of Devid, it 
might be neceflarily concluded, that this Family 
fhould not be abfolutely extinct. There are 
many Learned Men that are not pleafed with 
this Expofition ; and who pretend, that we can- 
nor-Anfwer the Fews., but by granting them, 
that this Paflage muft admit of a double Senfe, 
one Literal, and the other Myfttical. 
( 6) The Modern Few: will 
( 4) Pag. 486. not likewife have thefe words 
of Zechary, applyed to the 
Mefiab , Chap. 9. 9. as King cometh 
unto thee lowly, riding upon an Afi, &c. But it 
was applyed ro him by’the Ancient Rabbins , 
for'we read thefe words in their Writings , 
If ( the Ifraclites ) be worthy, be fhall come 
with the Clouds of Heaven, but if they are un- 


worthy , be {hall come poor, and fitt om an 
“fs. King Sapor faith to Semel, + You fay, 
ee 
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“ that the Mdeffah fhall come upon an AG, I will 
* fend my Bay Horfe before him. 

111. TheDifcourfe onChriftsCircumcifion which 
Mr, Bynaus has added to the end of this Work, 
contains no lefs curious things in it than thofe | 
we have hitherto feen, Thefe are fome of the 
moft importanr. Before the Calling of bra. 
bam, the People of God were confounded with 
the reft of Mankind, without being diftinguithe 
by any External Mark, But God having cho- 
fen the Potterity of 4braham to be his peculiar 
people, he gave them Circumcifion, to diftin- 
guifh them tromall other people of the World, 
He would only have the Males Circumcifed, 
tho’ diverfe People that have derived this Cuf. 
tom from the Jews, have not exempted the Wo- 
men, ’Tis known that the Egyptians, Perfians 
and Copte in Ethiopia, Circumcifé them at this 
day, by cutting off their Nymphaea, which in the 
Southern Countreys fometimes grows fo big, that 
they are forced out of Neceflity to cut it off, 
when they doit not at all upon a Religious ac- 
count. 

God would have Circumcifion to be per- 
formed on the eighth day, which has given 
ground to a greac many Conjectures, Some 
have believed, after St. Cyprian, that it was to 
point out the day of the Refurreétion of our Sa- 
viour, which was the eighth in the Order of 
days, that is to fay, the firft after the Sabbath. 
Fames Alting, believed that it Was to the end that 
an Infant fhould not be Circumcifed, tilla Sab- 
bath wasexpired after its Birth, Others have 
thought that God herein had regard to the weak- 
nefs of Infants, who would not have been able 
to endure this operation immediately after their 
Birth. Cwuseus and others believed that ’rwas 
becaufe Infants are'unclean till the eighth day, 
and that their Life is yet in great danger, The 
Author judgeth that it was neceflary that God 
fhould mark out a certain time, for this Cere- 
mony, left Men fhould have neglected it, if it 
had been left to their Liberty ; bur ’tis impoffi- 
ble to know why he pitched upon the eighth day, 
rather than any other (2) de- 
caufeno Man can know the inten- (a) P17, 
tion of the Lord. 

Majius and Drufius believed that the Knives 
they ufed for this operation, were of Stone, and 
the Author confirms this Opinion, which is like- 
wife that of the Rabbins, The principal pro- 
mife God made to Abraham was to give him a 
numerous Polterity, and it is for this Reafon, 
according to Mr. Byneus, that he would put this 
fign of his Covenant on that part which ferved 
forthe propagation of Mankind. We cannot 
conceive that God would punifh the Infants, 
becaufe their Parents had negleéted to Circum- 
cifé them on the eighth day, we maintain then 
that the punifhment that he threatned thofe with 
that fhould not be Circumcifed, did not regard 
thofe that had not been Circumcifed at that time, 
but thofe that fhould never be Circumcifed; and 
the Seventy have without any reafon added thefe 
words, ri iiudex, 7H Syd¥x, to the 14th verfe of 
the 17th Chapter of Genefis, which contains the 
threatning againft the Uncircumcifed. ’Tis 
true that thefe words are likewife in the Samari- 
tan Pentareuch, but tis believed that the Verfi- 
on of the “Seventy gave ground for this addi- 
tion, The 


The Lord fays that he that fhall nor be Cir- 
cumcifed fhall be cut off from among bus People, 
words which don’t fignifie, according to Mr. 
Byneus, that he muft be put to Death, bur that 
only denotes a punifhment which fhould be im- 
mediately inflicted by God, without Mens hav- 
ing any hand init, It is true that this manner 
of fpeaking, hall be cut off from among his Peo- 
ple, fignifies trequently the punifhment of Death, 
which fhould be inflicted by the Magiftrate, buc 
ris only then when Crimes are {poke of, a- 
gainft which the Lawplainly eftablifhes this pu- 
nifhment, We may from other places remark, 
that God does not command to cut off the Un- 
circumcifed, but that ’tis threatned only that he 
fhall be cut off, which isthe fame thing asif he 
had faid that he himfelf would cut him off. 

We have faid above, that Circumcifion was 
not peculiar to the Jews, fince it was obferved 
by many other People, and we have found that 
it is in ufe even among the Americans of ‘Fucatan. 
It is no hard matter to believe, that the great- 
eft part of thefe People have taken this Cuftom 
from Abrabam, (ince they are defcended of this 
Patriarch, either by Efaw, or by the Children 
which he had by Ketarah: But ’tis not (0 eafie 
to know where the Egyptians have taken ir. 
There is no appearance that the Ifraelites taught 
them ic whilft they fojourned in their Countrey. 
They hated them too much to imitate them; 
they were extreamly addicted to their Ancient 
Cuftoms, and Herodotus tells us that Circumci- 
fion had been alwaysin ufe among them, We 
are not bound to believe that the Jews have 
taught the Egyptians this, unlefs we call in que- 
ftion what the Holy Scripture tells us. It’s pro- 
bable then, that as the Jews were Circumcifed 
by an Order which they had received from God, 
the Egyptians invented this Cuftom themfelves, 
from a principle of neatnefs and purity, Like- 
wife they were not all Circumeifed, “T'was the 
Priefts particularly that obferved this Ceremony, 
that is to fay, thofe that being imployed in their 
Sacred things, valued themfelves much for their 
greater Sanctity. 

God changed Abrahams Name at the fame 
time that he ordered him to be Circumcifed, 
whence fome have believed, came the Jewifh 
Cuftom of giving their Infants their Name on 
the day of their Circumcifion, Spencer main- 
tains, that this Cuftom was introduced but very 
lately among the Jews, and that they had it from 
the Pagans, who named their Children on the 
day of theit Lujfration. The Author conjeftures 
that this Cuftom might be cftablifht origini- 
nally both with theone and the other, and have 
been introduced, becaufe on thefe occafions there 
were great Affemblies of Friends and Kindred, 
who might bear witnefsto the Name that was 
given the Infant. 


Bibl. Univ, Tom. 21. p. 228, 
Lettres Choifics de feu Mr. Guy Patin, &c, 


Choice Wetters of the deceafed Mr. Guy Patin, 
Dr. of Phyfick of the Faculty of Paris, and 
Profeffor in the Royal College. Wherein are 
contained many Hiftorical Particulars, on the 
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Life and Death of the Learned Men of thus 
Age, on their Writings, and many other curious 
things fromthe Year 1645. torbe Year 1672. 
Enlarged with above three hundred Letters #1 
this laft Edition: At Cologne 1691. in 12. 
Tom, I, Pag. 622, Tom. Il, P. 695. 
Tom. lil. P. 623. 


HE different Editions that have been made 
of Mr. Patins Letters, fufficiently teftifie 
how well they have been relifhed by the Pub- 
lick ; and the Sale that has been made of them 
may perfwade the Bookfeller chat this new Editi- 
on fo confiderably enlarged will be quickly fold 
oft, The new Letters which they contain are al- 
moft of the fame Character with thofe that have 
already come abroad, ‘Throughout the whole 
we fee one Friend writing confidently and with 
great freedom to another, whether it be about 
the State, or about Learning; and adjoining his 
Reflections without Difguife and Fear. 

It appears by the particulars that they con- 
tain, and by diverfe orber Characters, that they 
were not made with defign to be communicated 
tothe Publick ; but they are never a whit the 
worfe for that ; and if they contain fome Dome- 
ftick Affairs that do not concern a Reader, they 
at the fame time contain very curious and fin- 
gular things, which Mr. Partin fpoke to 
the Ear of his Friend, and which he would, 
have taken care not to infert in his Letters, 
if he had believed they would ever be 
made publick, Authors write not always all 
that they think, they write even. frequently the 
contrary, there is but little weight to be laid on 
their Works compofed for the publick, to dif- 
cover their true Sentiments, on delicate Matters, 
but ‘tis a great pleafure to underftand them 
{peak with open Heart in a particular, when 
they are not detained, neither by fear of the 
Baftille, nor the Thunder of the Vaticane. It 
were tobe wifht that there were many Books 
like to our Authors Letters, and that Princes and 
Minifters of State would take the pains to read 
them, They would find there many things 
different from what their Hatterers tell them eve- 
ry day ; and might learn, that they often fecret- 
ly are grieved for their Conduét at:the fame time 
vee they make their Panegyricks in pub- 
ick, 

We fee in all thefe Letters Complaints againtt 
Cardinal Mazarine, and again{t thofe that go- 
verned in his days, _He every where ridicules 
the Chymifts, the Empericks, Emerick Wine, 
and allthe Remedies contrary to Galen’s Me- 
thod, towhichhe was mightily wedded. The 
Pope, the Cardinals, the Jefuites, and the 
Monks are there pelted at in feveral Places, 
tbe Ceremonies of the Church of Rome are not 
{pared there. The Learned will find there the 
Authors Sentiments, and divirfe particulars on 
Books printed then, and on thofe that compofed 
them, _ Phyficians will meet with there many 
Remarks about Difeafes, and the Method which 
Mr. Patin ufed. for their Cure ; and thofe that 
are Lovers of. Hiftory will read there feveral 
matters of Fat, which Hiftorians by Profeffion 
have not remarked, for fear of bringing them- 
felves into trouble, _ eats 

aoe S difficult to make an exact Ex- 


tract, 


tract, and one comprehending all thefe matters. 
We fhall content our felves to relate fome of the 
moft remarkable Examples, by reducing the 
variety of Subjects which they contain into fome 
principal Heads. We thall only infift on thofe 
that have not come abroad before, which they 
have marked with little Afterifms, to diftinguifh 
them from thofe Printed formerly. We have 
likewife taken care to place then all according 
to their Dates, 

IL. We find in thefe Letters, Mr. Patin's di- 
verfe Judgments on Authors and their Works, 
whereof we fhall give fome inftances. 

1. Riolans Anthropology. 
This Book, faith the Author, is ve- 
ry full of good Marter, and very 
agreeable in the greateft part of the things it 
contains, except when the Author’s in Choler, 
and rails at Bauhin, Parifan, Hoffman, Bartho- 
line, and others, with whom he would maintain 
no Commerce, pretending Reafon for his Com- 
plaints againft them, and treating them thus. I 


have made proof of ir. 
2. Grotizs.* He was my Friend ; 


I was wholly tranfported with joy 
when I had entertained him ; but 
he died toofoon for me, and for the Publick. 
When I heard of his Death, which was at Ro- 


froch, Aug. 31. 1645. 1 was very much trou. 
bled, fo that I fell fick, and in eight Days I was 


wholly altered. 
3. The Memoirs of M. de Sully, 
t Lét. 34. They were printed in two Vo- 
lumes in Folio. This laft Edition 
was very much curtail’d by the Order of M7. 
the Prince, who gave Two Hundred Crowns 
that they might take out of it what was againft 
the Birth of the deceas’d AZ. his Father, 
4. * Alftedius. We was a ve- 
* Let. 36. ry Learned Man, and his Encyclo- 
paideza contains a great many very 
good things; buthe grafps too much at things 
that are none of his bufinefs. You may fee a 
very good Inftance in the third Tome, p. 556. 
where he {peaks of Alces, Turpentine. Bezoard, 
Theriack, Rofa Sols, and other fuch. 
5: +t Noftradamus, All. that 
t Let. 98. he has done is only ravings and 
fopperies of Provence. 1 find a 
very good Diltick made againfthim, Beze was 
not the Author of the Peems whereof there is a 
little Colle€tion ( as Spanhem fays in Dubis E- 
wangelics ) but Carolus Utenbovius, the fame to 
whom Buchanan has Dedicated his Franci- 


€ani. 


a 


* Ld. 23. 


* Let. 30. 


6. * Ferneliuas is one of my 

* Let.104, Saints, with Galen and the de- 

ceas’d Mr. Pietre, I fhould rec 

kon it a greater Glory to be defcended of Fer- 

nelins than of the King of Scotland, or a Kinf- 

man tc the Emperor of Con/ffantmople. He was 

Good, Wife and Learned, .and has reftored 

Medicine. Never did Prince do fo much good 
inthe World as he has done. 

7. Gaffendus, + He died on 

t Let.1c7. Sunday, O@ob, 24. 1656. at 

Three a Clock in the Afternoon. 

A great Lof3 to the Republick of Learning. I 

had rather that Ten Cardinals of Rome had died ; 

it would'wor have been fo greata Lof tothe 


, 
. 
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publick; on the contrary, the Pope would have 
been a Gainer by it, for he would fell their va- 
cant Capstoothers who had a great dtfire to 
make their Fortune by this Game. 

8. M.de Launoy. * He was 

avery Ingenious Man, and well * Let.t sr, 
feen in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 
"Twas he that wrote that Diony/ias the Areopa- 
gite was never in France, that Magdalene never 
came to Provence ; that St. Rene of Angers ne- 
ver had a Being. It was faid of him fome time, 
that he took away all the years of one Sr, of Pa- 
radife ; that God had beft look to himfelf, lef 
he in the end take away his. He wrote againft 
thofe of Cbartreux, about the Fable of a Canon 
that returned from the other VVorld, which oc- 
cafioned the Converfion of their Father Byuyo. 
He hath not yet wrote any other, he’s about to 
Print a Book de Academiss. 

9. M. Marini aGentieman of Nevers. Tis 
he that caufed that Book to be Printed in Hp). 
land, A Politick Treatife, &c. That Killing a 
ke no Murder, °Tis faid that it was a 

ranflation from the Englith; but it was firft 
done inFrenck. This Do€trine is very dange- 
rous, and it were better to write nothing of it. 
For the fame reafon I don’t love that {o many 
Books fhould be made de Venemss. 

10. Fofeph Scaliger, + Hehad 
wrote a Book de infolubilibus facre 
Scripture, that he would rather 
Burn than give to the Prefident of Thow, which 
he did in defpite to the Jefuites, whom he loved 
as the Jews do Jefus Chrift. He had likewife 
wrote a Geography of the Holy Scripture, 
which was likewife Burnt. Mr, Patin might 
have added, that Fofeph Scaliger refuled likewife 
the fame Prefident of Zou, to write upon the 
New Teftament, as may be feen by an Epigram 
Printed in the VVorks of this great Critick, 
which were publithed at Pars, An. 1610. by 
the Care of Cafaubone. This is the Reafon he 
gives. 


t Let.155. 


Ecce Prophanorum maculas abolere parantem, 
Impatiens veri non tulit invidia, 

Scilicet sm vero verum patientur inique, 
Qui verum in nugis non potuere pats. 


He believed that the Copies of the New Tefz 
tament, arenot fo exact as is commonly thought, 
See his Letter 443. 

11. Rabelaws. * He died at 
Paris in the year 1553, in Gare * Let. 184, 
den-ftreet, the Parifh ot St. Pauds, 
and he was there interr’d in the Church-yard, at 
the Root of a Tree. He faid when a dying, 
Draw the Curtain, the Farce is ended, as is re 
ported of Freigins, Tom. 1. Comment. on Ci- 
cero’s Orations. Hein this imitated uguftns, 
who dying, demanded of his Friends, Nunquid 
vite Mimum commode perce 

12. M1, Menage. He is a Man of Spirit, 
and of great Learning. He made very flatter- 
ing Verfes to Cardinal AZsxarine, whereat the 
Lords of Parliament fecm’d to be offended, 
There was‘a Rumour went out againft him. I 
am forry that he made {0 grofs a miftake; a faule 
of Judgment’; for he was an horeft Man, and 
of Merit: Nemo noftrum nom p-ceat ; bomines 

furnus, non Dii. 13. The 


* 
~ 
aA 


13. The Fefuites, * They had 
caufed an Edition of the Rules of 
the Society to be made, for all their Defigns, 
their Government, and their Ofhcers of all De. 
grees. They fent it to the Indies , for the ufe 
of their Fathers, But the Veflel was taken by 
the Englifh, and the Copies were loft for the 
Jefuires. The Hollanders have Printed this Book, 
which the Jefuites ordered to be feized where- 
ever it could be met with, and did even make 
ufe of the King’s Authority and his Ambafladors 
in Helland, to buy up all that were there ; but 
they may do what they will , that Book will 
never be fuppreft: Some Janfenifts have of them, 
and the Huguenots are about to have it Printed 
in Folio in Germany. ep duke enue 

14, “ra favto. 8 itor 

Jap deary of me Council of Trent is rnuth 
efteemed by all the World, and efpecially by 
the Learned and the Reafonable. It was Com- 
pofed by the Memoirs of the Venetian Republick, 
which they took on purpofe out of the Publick 
Treafury, which are called La Secreta. They 
were Relations, from day to day, of rhe Am- 
bafladors of that Republick , who had been at 
the Council of Zrent, 

15. Gefner:(a)His Bibliotheque 
isa very good Book, But it muft 
be the Zurich Edition in Fol. 1 5 8 3. 
This Book, even as Euftathins in Homerum, is 
ne more valued, 

16, The Fanfenifts. (6) They 
caufed a new Life of the Saints to 
be Printed in Odtavo with the 
King’s Priviledge : The Jefuites 
had the credit to get the Impref 
fion ftopt. (¢) Their Verfion of 
the New Teftament was fold only 
privately : The Chancellor order’d 
it to be fearch’t for, to feize it. 
(d) Father Adaimbourg endea- 
voured to decry it , and toPreach 
againft it every Sunday in St, Lous, 
with a great deal of Heat, and little Succefs ; 
for thofe Jeerers were not of his fide : He af- 
failed very Ingenious Men, who could well de- 

fend themfelves , and had a great 
* Tet. 4.66. many Patrons. * The Archbifhop 

of Pars forbid this Book under 
the Pain of being Excommunicated, but the 
World is no more Fools; this Excommunica- 
tion is a brutum fulmen, which fearce any but 
Fools value, 

17. Mr, Claude. We may fee in his 485. 
Letter , the difadvantageous Reports that the 
Catholicks fent abroad on his Caufe ; .who have 

iven occafion to Father Sion to make an Ar- 
ticle in the Third Volume of A@rerj: but the 
Conduét of this Lluftrious Proteftant even to his 
Death , fhould have ftopt the Mouths of his 


Enenoies, 

18. Mr. Daille, + A Counfel- 
tL. $27. lor of the Hnguenot Court told me, 
That in their Reformation , they have not had 
a greater Manthan he fince the days of Calvin, 
he died alittle while fince, (1670.) That Peo- 
ple make their Students Study at another rate, 
than our Monks .do, ‘Tis almoft enough for 
them , when they can fay Male; they make 
themfelves pafs for Learned Men among others, 


* Let, 266, 


(2) L. 290. 


(6) L.327- 


(c) Lig 2 


(d) Anns 
1667. 
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when they have made fome forry Book, but fup- 
ported with the Credit of 000 Men, which 
are all Capuchins in the fame forr. 

Il. It appears fofficiently by what we come to 
read, that our Author loved neither Jefuires nor 
Monks, nor any thing like them : We find 
few of his Letters, which contain not fome tharp 
Raillery , and fome good word againft them, 
He defines a Cardinal , + Animal 


rubrum, callidum & rapax, capax + Let. 40. 
&& vorax omnium beneficiorum, He 
calleth the Jefuites, rhe Popes Fa- 
mizaries *, and fays that ’tisaCas * ZL. 367, 


bal of furtle and crafty Politicians, 

who do all their Affairs per fas && mefas in the 
World, in somine Domini c pratextu Religions. 
We may fee the fame dravghts of them in Let- 
ters, $9. 146. 1596. 324, 325, &c. 

He made no greater account of the greateft part 
of the Ceremonies of his Church, than of thofe 
that invented and maintained them, 
t Heanfwered to one of his Friends 
that was returned from Rome, and 
made his Apology to him for not bringing him 
Beads nor Indulgences ; That he had done very 
well, that he never ufed Beads , and that he be- 
lieved not Indulgences, becaufe his $uvenal had 
undeceived him of all this, He elfewhere call’d 
the fame things Riff-raff fu; and when the 
Pope had fent forth his Bulls, that promifed 
Pardons to all thofé that would go to War 
againft the Turks , he cryed out 
thereupon ; * Are not the Turksa * L. ao8. 
wicked and very incredulous People, 
to give mo deference tothefe Bulls, Italian, and 
Pop-line Inventions ! 


t Let, 64. 


Quicquid Roma dabit,nugas, dabit,accipit aurum. 


According to our Author, ¢ the ft LZ. 278, 
Donation of Avignon to the Popes, 
was the Effe@ of a Fear of the Sacred Fire of 
Purgatory,which is the Mother-Nurfe of Monks, 
and a pretty Invention for to make the Pope’s 
Pot boil, and that of fome Millions of idle Peo- 
ple. He faid upon the Canonifation of Francis 
of Sales, for which, he muft have 
vaft Sums; That the Turks had * ZL. 154, 
caufe to jeer us, for laying out fo 
much Money for a Politick Trifle,and that thefe 
Sums would be much better employed in Con- 
quering aKingdom of the Infidels, In fine, he 
fcarce made any more account of all the new 
Miracles that are Publifht than of the Pope’s 
Indulgences 5 and he advifed one 
of his Friends, (a) Thatif he (a) L. 104. 
would not be cheated, he muft & elfewbere. 
make no account of Vifions, Pro- 
phefies , Miracles, and new Myfteries, which 
we had good ftore of in times patt. 

We make thefe Remarks, to fhew that all 
that are of the Church of Rome, do not approve 
of all that Superftition has invented there 5 tho” 
they are fo Politick as not to difcover them- 
felves. We fhould fee a great many Men of 
Mr. Patin’s Opinion, if they durft doit. 

It, Hiftorical AGs are the Third thing we 
tuft remark in our Author's Letters there are 
fome very cotifiderable, and we will thew fome 
of them. Hehad not much more refoe& for 
} the 


the Queen of Suedeland. He fpeaks very dif- 


advantageoufly of her in two of 
* 1. 84. & his Letters * He faith, That the 
109. travelled in Spirit as well as in 
Body ; and that fhe had not 
quitted her Crown altogether willingly ; but 
that fhe had been fpurr’d on to it by the Srates 
of the Country, who did not approve of her 
Profufenefs. 

He had always lookt upon the laft Queen 
of France, 28 good Princefs , and who had 
no defire to meddle in the Govern- 
142. ment; But Monfieur Patm { 1n- 

forms us, that when fhe was yet in 
Spain, and during the Sicknefs of Phs/sp IV. the 
had an Intrigue, with the Grandees of the King- 
dom , againft her Mother-in-Law the Queen, 
to obtain the Regency during the Minority of 
the prefent King. 
in 1660, * when the Polo- 
nians had a mind to name a Suc- 
ceffor to their King, the Prince of 
Conde was put up in the Lift; and *cwas belie- 
ved in France that he had a ftrong Party. 

+ The fame Year Cardinal Ma- 
zarine attempted to Marry his 
Niece with Charles Il. King of 
England; This Prince did not reject the Pro- 
pofition, and his Council, which had been pre- 
vailed with, gave it almoft into his hands ; But 
the People of England declared, that they did 
in no wife approve of this Alliance, becaufe this 
Niece wasan Italian, a Roman Catholick , and 
of a mean Birth. 

He afterward Married the Prin- 
cefs of Portugal *. But in the Year 
1670. he would have divorced her, 
becaufe fhe had no Children. This defign was 
not put in Execution. 

t In 1665. Two Ladies at 
Court fought a Duel with Piftol 
Shor, It was told the King, who 
only laught at it, faying, That bis Law, againft 
Duels , was made only againft Men, and that 
Women were not concern’d in it. 

* The Conquefts which the King 
* 1.467. made in Flanders, 1667. gave 
Jealoufie to the Hollanders, who 
were afraid of fo formidable a Neighbour. They 
wrote to the King of England, who was con- 
cerned in the Prefervation of the Low Countries : 
but this Prince being wholly devouted to France, 
fends a Letter to the moft Chriftian King, who 
caufed Complaint to be made of it to the States 
Ambaffador, who was then at Pars, Thefe 
two Porentates from that time meditated, un- 
doubtedly,on the defigns that broke out in 1672. 
That fame Year 1667. the Framche Comte, {ee- 
ing the Dangers that threatned them, in order 
to evite them, defigned to put themfelves under 
the Protection of the Swiffes, in Quality of a 
new Canton; but the French King, who 
deligned to feize it, fruftrated the Negotia- 
tion. 

In fine, we may fe in the 434th Letter, the 
Original of the Houfe de Lusnes. It defcends, 
according to Mr. Patin,of one Albert de Luines, 
a Petty Gentleman ot Provence, who made his 


iL. 


* 7. 189, 


; L. 222, 


"Eset. 


t L. 358. 


Fortune with King Lows XIII. by the difgrace 
of the Marquefs ot Ancre , that fell out 1617, 


‘ 
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and for helping to teach little Sparrows , 
after and catch Flies, “® 


* Si fortuna volet, fies de Rhetore Conful, &c. 
(* Juven. Sar. 9, 


It only remains, to conclude this Extra&, to 

give fome Inftances ot his Remarks of Medicine 
that are difperfed in his Letters. We find in the 
30, the Remedies which the Author would have 
ufed by thofe that are molefted with a StoneCho. 
lick, He Remarks in the 64, That he has often 
feen Worms go out of the Veins by blooding of 
the Arm: but that when they were great and 
dead , he knew no Body that efcaped, « As for 
what concerns Blood-letting; the Author was 
very much for this Operation, perhaps partly 
that he might oppofe the Chymifts » who will 
not Blood atall. He rells us in. Let. 4.90., that 
he had caufed a Sick Perfon to be Blooded Ten 
times in two days, and that by this means, he 
Cured him of a fuffocating Catarrhe: and in 
499, thata Man having been fick twice in one 
Year of acontinual Fever, he was Blooded 26 
times in thefe rwo Difeafes , and 
was Cured, * He likewife could 
not endure the Phyficians of Ho/- 
land, who breath a Vein but very rarely : and 
pitied the Hollanders that had to do with fo bad 
Overfeers. 

He condemns very much thofe that cau 
their Difeafes be confulted by Letters, and main- 
tains that there’s as much difference between a 
Phyfician that writes from far, and him that is 
near the Sick; as between Alexander forcing the 
Perfians at the Paffage of the Granick; and a 
King who fights only by his Lieutenants , the 
Comparifon is noble, and much to the Honour 
of the Profeffion, 

We have in the 124, and 422 Letters, two 
fatal Inftances of Madnefs: The one of a Man 
who died in 24 Hours after he had been bit by 
a mad Cat, and another of a Lady whom they 
were neceffitated to ftifle between two Quilts. 
*Tis faid, that fhe had been bit by a Dog that 
had this Diftemper ; but the Author maintains, 
that the Caufe of this Diftemper might as well be 
Internal as External. It feems that he looks upon 
thisDiftemper as incurable, it may be,as he fays,’tis 
never perfetly cured,efpecially when the Evil is 
inveterate; but I have feena Maid, whofe Arm 
was torn by aMad Dog,that was very wellCur’d, 
becaufe the Remedy was applied in time. 

Weare promifed a Volume of Latine Letters 
of the fame Authors, which are {aid to be of a 
neat ftile, without varnifh, pithy and concife ; 
and they will add his Lite tothem. The laf 
of thofe that are contained in thefe three Vo- 
lumes is dated Fan. 22, 1672, Mr. Patin died 
the Tame year. 


*L, sor. 


Bibl, Univ. Tom. 20, p. 122, 


Thome Ittigii Lipfienfis, de Pareliarchis 
Differtatio, &c. 


Tho. Fttigius of Leiplick, Licentiate of Sa- 
cred Theology, and Arch-deacon of the Nicoe 


baite Church im bis cn Countrey , His Dif- 


conrfe 


les Age, 


courfe of the Arch-bereticks in the Apoft 
pus pt next to it, or of the fir and fecond 
Century. At Leipfick 1690. is 4° p.r22. 


HE curious, in matter of ancient Herefie, 
will read this Difcourfe of Mr. Zttigsns’s 
with pleafure. He treats of the Arch-hereticks 
of the two firft Centuries, and of their Opinions, 
in a very concife-and clear Method, with a Mo- 
deration that is to be met with in few of the 
Learned, when they {peak of thofe that are not 
of their Opinion, “Ts trae, that fince Mr, J¢ti- 
gius could not have any thing of what he faid of 
the Ancient Herefiarchs, and their Opinions, 
but what he rook ovt of the Writings of the 
Fathers, and Ecclefiaftical Writers, fince fo great 
care was taken to fupprefs all their Works ; and 
the Fathers , and the Ecclefiaftical Writers who 
have fpoke of them being their Enemies, there is 
little ftrefS to be laid on what is related to us, 
Every days Experience fhews us that the Learned 
make no {cruple, to impute to thofe that they 
don’t love, Opinions which they difown; tho’ 
their Works be yet extant, and it be no hard 
matter to convince them of a Lye. He, for 
example that would judge of the Opinions of 
the Remonftrants , by what a French Author 
has written of them in his Table of Secinianifm, 
would fuffer himfelf to be grofly impofed upon, 
fince they are there reprefented as a People worfe 
than the Socinians,and who by confequent,{Carce 
deferve the Name of Deifts, In like manner 
who will aflure us, that the Orthodox have 
faithfully related. the Opinions of the Ancient 
Hereticks? Is not the ridjculoufnefs of fome of 
thefe Opinions, which it would feem that 
Humane Nature is not capable of, a very 
ftrong Prejudice, to make us fufpect that all is 
not true that is reported? However it be, if 
we cannot be truly informed in this Difcourfe 
of our Author, of the true Opinions of the He- 
reticks, at leaft we may very plainly fee what 
thofe were which the Ancients imputed to them, 
which is all that can be required of Mr. Ittigins. 
1. He has divided his Difcourfe into two Se- 
&tions. The firft comprehends ‘all the Here- 
fiarchs of the firft Century, and the fecond all 
thofe of the fecond.. We will not fpeak here of 
all the Ancients that erred , becaufe the Author 
is fo concife that then we muft tranfcribe his 
whole Book, We will content our felves to 
make fome loofe Remarks, on what feems to us 
moft confiderable. It is commonly believed that 
Simon Magus was the firft and Chiet of all the 
Herefiarchs ; but our Author believes that“ he 
was Dofithens’s Scholar. He that pretended chat 
all the famous Prophefies of the Old Teftament 
pointed at him, He denied the Refurrection, 
and maintained that the World was uncorrupti- 
ble, and the Soul Mortal, and that there were 
no other Demons but Idols, and the Statues of 
the Pagans. | 
2, Dofitheus was not long fpoken of ; Simon 
his Scholar, ima little time became of more fame 
than his Mafter , and obliged him, by his In- 
chantments, even to adore him. He is moft 
fpoke of in the follawing, and he was lookr on 
as the Chief and Patriarch of ail the 
C4) Comm Edoreticks, Vincent de Lerins (a) 
“AP 3 faith, "Phat he taught that’ God was 
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the Caufe of Sin, becaufe he had formed Hu- 
man Nature with an inevitable inclination to 
Evil, He taught, as Epiphanius reports , that 
we muft worfhip the Angels,which made St.Paul 
condemn this Practice in his Epiftle to the Co- 
lofians, Ch.2.16, St. Jrenems attributeth to 
him a_ belief that Works were of no ufé 
for Salvation , and this induced fome Int 
ters to believe , that St. Yames had an Eye to 
this Herefiarch in — 2. of his Catholick 
Epiftle, As to the Fabulous Combat, which 
St. Peter had at Rome with Simon, where he 
being lifted up into the Air, was thrown 
down at the Apoftles Prayers; the Author pro- 
pofeth a Conjecture that has fomie Foundation, 
He believes, that what Sueton writes of one Ica- 
rw, may have given occafion to 

this Fable. (4) This Hiftorian (%) a Ne. 
remarks, that thisnew Jcarms at- ~ ** 
tempting to fly, fell down and killed himlf, 
The time agreeth very well, fince this hap- 
pened under Nero, 

Grotins and Hammond have believed that this 
Simon was the Man of Sin, which St. Paul 
{peaks of 2 Theff.Ch.2. Mr. Itigins faith again 
this Opinion, That the Impiety of Simson was 
known, before St. Paul’s Converfion , fo that, 
according to the Learned, St. Paul would have 
predicted things that were paft ; 


but it feems that, Hammond ( ¢ ) AY, fw tim. 
had prevented this difficulty ; by pigive. ae Par 
remarking, that Simon did notat Epic, c. 9, 


firft feparate from the Chriftians, 

and that he did not become their declared Enemy 
till after they had abolifht the Obfervation of the 
Ceremonies of the Law. 

3- The Author fpeaks of Cerinthas, in the 
sth Chapter. He citeth many Fathers that fay, 
that this Herefiarch would retain the Ceremonies 
of the Law , that he raifed the Troubles that 
are fo frequently fpoke of in the Aéts of the 
Apoftles, Chap, 2. 11. 15.21. He would have 
the Neceffity of obferving the Law impofed on 
the Gentile Converts ; an Opinion that was con- 
demned in the Council of Ferufalem. This 
fame Cerinthus was the firft that fpoke of the 
Reign of Jefiis Chrift on Earth, during the 
1000 Years s which made fome believe that he 
was the Author of the Aporalyp/e, becaufe fome 
words of the 2oth Chapter of this Book may be 
wrefted into this fence, ‘That if Irenens and 
fome other Fathers have not {poke of this Error 
of Cerinthus, “tis becaufe they were of that Opie. 
nion themfelves. Sr."fobn declareth openly againk 
him, and ’tis believed that he wrote’ his Gofpel 
to refute his Errors, Notwithftanding this, the 
Alogians attributed this Work to Cerinthus bim- 
felf, which may feem ftrange. 

Mr. Ittigius conjectures that the Heretigls, 
who are called Papianifts in the | 
Code, * are the fame with Mille * Leg, V. 
naries. Thisisnottheonly Error 
that this good Man has fent abroad, and for this 
he was not inferted in the Ancient Roman Mar- 
tyrology, nor in the Greek 5 his fim- 
plicity made him commit many other Faults, 

3 apn the lnflibtany ofthe Tradition of 
‘ a * t |g *4e *_* 
hota Ba Coae, = > aie of 

St. Epiphanins vemarks that the Cerintbians 

: F were 
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were Baptized for their Friends that died with- 
out Baptifm, to which fome think St. Paul al- 
luded in that Famous paflage, 1 Cor. XV, 29. 
Bur Mr. Ittigias, dozs not give himfelr the trou- 
- ble to refute this Opinion ; and this gives him 
occafion torelate the different Senfes which the 
Learned have put upon this paflage. 

4. The Ebionites make the fubject of the 
fixtn Chapter, Our Author will have Ebion to 
be the Name of an Herefiarch, yet without giv- 
ing any proof for it, But, fince Irenans, Ler- 
tullian, Origen and Eufebiss, not only have not 
{aid that this was the Name of one Man, but 
fince they have aflured us that it was a quality 
drawn from the Doctrine, or the Profeffion of 
Life of thofe who were called Ebsomites: Sr, E- 
pipbanius comes a little too late to give us the 
Hittory of the pretended Edson, ‘This isnot the 
only Example, that may be produced of deeds 
without any Foundation by this Hiftorian of 
Herefies; and Mr, Ietigins himfelt gives more 
than one proof in this Treatife. 

Furthermore, ‘tis known that there were two 
forts of Ebionites. The one maintain’d that Je- 
fas Chrift was the Son of Fofeph and AZary, and 
the other of AZary, and Conceived ot the Holy 
Spirit, but they equally denied his Divinity, as 
well as the Cerinthians, “Fuftsmn Martyr {aid ot 


thefe latter fort of Ebionites, that he look’d upon 
them as Brethren, 

5. Grotius and Voffius believed that the Ebio- 
nites were called Nazarenes, and Mr. Jttigius 
fpesketh of it, Chap. VII. He examines on this 
occafion, the Hebrew Gofpel of the Nazarenes, 
and enquires whether this Gofpel were that ot 


St. Matthew, and whether this Apoftle really 
writ his Gofpel in the Hebrew, He pretends 
that nothing can be faid certainly upon it, and 
the Arguments of thofe that maintain the aflir- 
mative are not convincing upon it. The good 
Papias enters the Lifts again. He hath tranf- 
mitted ushis hear-fays abour this Gofpel, and 
the Nazarenes might well have 
made him believe it. (4) Eu- 
febses aflures us that fome have 
queftioned what was {aid of this 
Gofpel. (6) St. Ferome fays, 
That fome called it the Gofpel 
according to the Apoftles, and 
in Theodoret (c) it is called the 
Gofpel according to Sr, Peter. 
Antiquity isnot agreed whether this Gofpel was 
writ in pure Hebrew, or in Syriack, or Chalda- 
ick, and there is no certainty of its Interpre- 
ter, 

6. Nicholas is the laft Herefiarch the Author 
fpeaks of in this firft Se€tion. Many have be- 
lieved that the Nicholaitans that are {poke of in 
the Revelation were the Difciples of Nichelas the 
Dé@fton, who is mentioned in the 44s. Some 
have {poke of him as a Man immerft in all 
manner of Debauchery, and others as of a Saint, 
who had rather lethis Wife be proftiture, than 
be fufpected of Jealoufie. The Author re jeteth 
this Hiftory with Reafon, which rather gives 
the Idea-of a Man poffeft with a Stoical Apa- 
thy than of a good Man, ‘There is {mall ap- 
pearance that Nicholas the Arch-deacon, who 


was {poke of in the 4@s, was the Chief of the 
Nicholaitans, ‘ 


(a) Euleb III. 
c. 29. 


(b) LIT adv. 
Pelag, c. 1. 

(c) L.JI. Fab, 
Heret. 


Mr, Jttizgius does not relith Coeceius Explica- 
tion much better; who pretends that Sr, Fokn 
defigns the Roman Catholicks by the Names of 
Nicholaitans and of Balaam ; becaufe that one 
of thefe Names in the Greek Torgue, and the 
other in the Hebrew, fignifie ‘an Overcomer'and 
Mafer of the People. But ‘tis not more difficult 
for Cocceius to find the Roman Catholicks and 
Antechrift their Chief, in the Nicholaitans,and in 
Nicholas their Mafter; than to find the fame 
Antechrift in the perfon of the Man in the Gofpel 
that had not on the Wedding Garment, 

Our Author approves very much of Litht. 
foot’s ConjeCture, whaderiveth the Name Ni- 
cholas from a Chaldaick Word, which fignifies, 
Let us Eat, and who believed thar thefe Here. 
ticks were cailed Nicholaitans, becaufe they 
made no {cruple toeat things Sacrificed to Idols, 
no more than to commit Fornication. Mfr’ ft- 
tigius is aftonifht at the reafon of a ridiculous 
giofs, that ison the Margin ot the Body of the 
Canon; (@) which beareth that 
this Nicholas was Mahomet. (4 7: Bild 
One Benvenutyd Jmole was not Eric ala 
more happy in his Conj@ture, 
making a Cardinal of Adahomer, 

I]. Satursine and Bafilides were the firl 
Herefiarchs that appeared atter the Death of the 
Apottles, 

1. The principal of their Errours were, that 
Jefus Chrift was a Man only in appearance, and 
that Simon the Cyrenian died in his ftead. AZa- 
homet has fince renewed this laft Opinion, The 
Author {peaks of the Famous Abraxas, of the 
Bafilidians, where he finds the Name of 3265, 
which is that of the days the Sun takes up to 
compleat his Courfe in the Zodiack, and which 
was the Myfterious N »me that was given to the 
Divinity, He fpecks on this occafion of Mithra, 
or rather of Meizbras, and of Neslos, Pagans, 
wherein are found likewife the number of 365, 
and does not forget the Famous Talifman Abra- 
cadabra, and the difpofition of its Letters in form 
of a Cone, 

2. With refpect to the Difciples of Carpocra- 
tes who followed near Bajfilides, the Author re- 
marks, that they were the caufe of the Cruel Ac- 
cufations that were chatged on the Primitive 
Chriftians ; and ‘tis them, undoubtedly, that 
the Emperor Adrian meant, in his Letter to Ser- 
vius, fince he there accufes the Chriftians of 
certain practices that were peculiar to Carpocra- 
tes Difciples. If this be, there was lefs Malice 
in thofe Accufations, wherewith the Pagans 
blackned the Difciples of Chrift; fince there were 
fome who abufing this Glorious Title commit- 
ted Crimes little different from thofe that were 
imputed to them. He further remarks that 
thefe Hereticks cauterized the Ear of their Fol- 
lowers, to the end they might be known. Al- 
fo they inj:ftly accufed all the Chriftians, of the 
fame thing, as appears by Minutius Felix’s Re- 
futation of ir, 

3. Speaking of the Valentinians, he proveth 
by Tertullian, and by St. Ireneus, that they 
taught that we could not attain the true fenfe 
of Scripture without the help of Tradition. Ne 
tals Alexander (b) was very much 
miftaken , when he attributed to (4) Diffrre. 
them a quite contrary Sentiment,to VE oie 

make _ 
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make them like the Proteftants. Mr. J¢tigius 
had not yet feen Mr, Dodwell’s Diflertations on 
Irenaus, fince he ranked Blaftus ‘among the Va- 
lentinians, whereas this Learned Englifh Gen- 
tleman has proved that he was no Schifma- 
tick. | 

4. He is very prolix in the VII and VIII 
Chap. on Marcion the Herefiarch, and his Dif- 
ciples. If we may beliéve the Fathers, and Ec- 
clefiaftical Writers, there never -was fo abomi- 
nable a Heretick as this AZarcion’s fince he had 
added feveral Monftrous Opinions'to afl the He- 
refies that had been taught even to his time, and 
had adopted almoft all of them. For this rea- 
fon St. Cyprian condemned the Obftinacy of Ste- 
phex Bifhop of Rome, who maintain’d that the 
Baptifm of the Marcionites was good, Theodo- 
ret was of the fame Opinion with St. Cyprsan, 
fince he tells us that he had Converted and Bap- 
tized above Ten Thoufand of thefe Hereticks, 

Our Author by the by Taxes Dr, Cave for 
faying on the Teftimony of St. Ferome, that 
Cerinthus was Buried under the Ruins of a Bath, 
where Sr. Fobn would not be found with him, 
He pretends that this Father has not faid a word, 
in his Dialogue againft the Luciferians, cited on 
the Margin. This is not Mr, Jetigius’s Hu- 
mour, whothus Criticizes on Dr. Cave ; but 
the hard terms in which this Learned Englifh 
Man had heighted a prerended fall of Mr. Dann- 
bawen, under whofe Tuition our Author ftudi- 
ed. [rt were to be witht that the Difputes of the 
Learned did not produce fuch grievous Effects. 
Apelles Marcion’s Scholar, but who was driven 
away for fome fault that he had committed, 
taught that we need not take much thought what 
we believe; rhat every one fhould continue in 
his Opinion, fince good works were of them- 
felves fufficient for Salvation. 

5. After the Montanifts, the Author fpeaks 
of the Gnofticks, Sr. Epiphanius aflutres us that 
thefe Hereticks came forth ot Carpicrates School; 
and others pretend that they were known even 
in the days of the Apoftles, and that ’tis them 
St. Paul {peaks of, 1 Tim. 6.20. tis Veudworius 
overs, of a Knowledge falfly focalled. ‘Tore- 
concile thefe two Opinions, he remarks that the 
Name of Gnofticks was given to two forts of 
Perfons. Firft all the Ancient Hereticks fince 
Simon the Sorcerer, were fo called ; becaufe 
they boafted of a particular knowledge ; bur af- 
terwards this Name was appropriated to a Certain 
diftin& Se&, who not acknowledging any of 
the Ancient Herefiarchs for their Mafter, though 
they had received almoft all Opinions, *boafted 
of a particular knowledge of Divine Things, 
and gioried in the name of Gnoffick. The 
Learned Hammond applied to thefe firft a great 
number of paflages of the New Teftament, and 
he is accufed, there of having found thefe Here- 
ticks in many Places». AZ, Le Moine has remarkt 
that this Englifh Dr. was fo full of thefe Gno- 
fticks , that Uffer was ufed to fay, when he 
faw him, that he fear’d left he fhould- break his 
Brains with his- Gnofticks, But what fhall we 
fay ? Every one has-his Idol without excepting 
the moft Learned Men; every Learned Man 
has his Darling Doétrine, which he finds in eve- 
ry place, and to which he direéts all his other 
Knowledge, One has his Types, another his 


Meffias | another hit Antichrift, another his 

Prophefies, 

Dr. Hammond pretends further , that 

St. Barnabas’s Epiftle had been written againft 

the Gnofticks, and that it could not well be 

underftood without fome Knowledge in thefe 

Ancient Hereticks, ‘ Mr. Istigius is not at all 
of this Opinion, becaule of all thofe that have 
fpoke of St, Barnabas’s Epiftle, there are only 
Hammond and M. Le Mome that have had re- 
courfe to the Gnofticks ta find a Key to ir, 

The fecond fort of Gnofticks, which we have 
{poke of, befides the Books of the New Tefta- 
ment received many other ftufft with Fables ; 
that is to fay, that it had its Legends, 2s many 
Chriftians at this day, They had one amongft 
others, which they called Noria from the Name 
of Noah’s Wife; where ’tis faid that this Woe 
man, having underftood that fhe muft peril 
by the Deluge, burnt the Ark féveral times, 
to the end that her Husband mighr nor fave him- 
felf, which was the caufe that Moab was fo lon 
in Building it, Thefe Dreamers believed likely 
that we could not go up very high to find the 
Source of wicked Women, 

6. He fpeaks of the Docetes in the roth 
Chap. who were fo called, becaufe they believ- 
ed that Chrift had only an Apparént and Phan- 
taftical Body. It (eems it was againft them that 
St. Fobn wrote in his firft Epiftle, that be ss the 
Antichrift that confeffes not that Fefus Chri ws 
come in the Flefb,  Polycarp and St. Ignatius 
have likewife refuted them, or rather Sisson 
and his firft Difciples, who were in the fame 
Error. ‘Thofe Hereticks only had the Name of 
Docetes. who revived in the fecond Century, and 
whofe Head Caffian was, if we believe Clement 
of Alexandria, Thefe Hereticks were likewife 
called 4nthropomorphias , for the Reafons which 
may be read in the Author; which ’tis good to 
remark, that we may not confound them with 
thofe that were called Anthropomorphites, bee 
caufe they afcribed an Humane Shape to God, 

7. It feems it was Meliton Bifhop of Ephefus, 
who having writ a Book of a Corporeal God gave 
occafion to thefe laft to attribute to the Divinj 
Members like ours; and ’tis likewife after him 
that they were called AZelitonians, who faid that 
"twas not the Soul, but che Body of Man chat 

was made after:the Image of God. 

8 Tatian revived the Errors of the Valentinians: 
He condemned Marriage and the ufé of Wine, 
and gave Birth to Hereticks, who were fince 
called Encratites, ‘The Author is very large a- 
bout the Harmony of the Gofpel, which Ewufée 
bius fays that Tatian made, and which was com- 
pofed of the Four Evangelifts. Viétor de Capone 
faith that "twas compofed of ‘Five, Sad mize: 
Which made Grotiws believe, that the Gofpel, 
according to the Hebrews, was inferted in this 
Harmony. But Mr, Ietigius fufpeéts that in- 
ftead of Sia’ mivre, we mult read, dad mivnw, of 
all the Evangelifts'; befides, ’tis not eértain that 
the Harsiony of Viétor de Capowe is the fame 
with thatof Tétian,° 8 319 Wm 

9. Mr. sttigins*treats at large in his: 13th 
Chap. of Montanus; of the Montanifts, of Tere 
tullian their‘tollower, and of hits Works, Afon- 
tanws is accuted of having faid ‘chil he was che 
Comforter promifed to the Apoftles ; but bie 

is 


his Difciples that honoured him with this Title, 
for the extraordinary good Opinion they had of 
him, As for him, he contented bimfelf with 
being call’d a Prophet. He remarks by the by, 
after Mr. Daille, that J4artin Perez believed 
that Tertullian maintain’d the Doétrine of the 
Catholicks, ageinft the Hereticks called Piy- 
chicks, in his Book of Fafings: So trueicis 
that the Sentiments of the Roman Catholicks, on 
this Subject, is conform to that of the Monta- 
nifts, 
IH. Mr. Zetigius Work has two Prefaces pre- 
fixe to it; the former of which is taken up inre- 
furing Mr. Dedwell’s Opinion, whereof we have 
fpoke in the preceding Article, about the time 
wherein the Hereticks going out from among 
the Jews, made a publick Schifm, and feparated 
openly from the Church, Mr. Ittigius refutes 
the principal reafons, which the Author ot the 
Diflertations made ufe of to fypport bis Opinion. 
He fheweth that Hege/ippus contradicts himlelf, 
or that he faith not what Mr. Dedwell attributes 
te him, Gince having maintain’d in one place, 
that the Church continued a Virgin, during the 
Lives of the Apoftles, and the firft ‘Difciples of 
our Lord; he faith in another place that it was 
rent by one Thebutss, after the Death of /ames 
Bithop of Ferufalem, and the Election of Ssme- 
on, Which fell out according to Mr. Dodwell, 
An. LXXUL, It istrue that he pretends that 
Thebutw could not feparate from the Churob, 
till after the Death of Simeon, An. CXVI,. but 
Hegefippus faith not fo, It appears on the con- 
trary, that he places this Separation a little after 
St. Fanes'sDeath. Add to this, that he makes 
Thebusis contemporary with Simon Magus, 
Cleobims Dofitheus, and other Herefiarchs who 
lived long befare Trajem. 

As for the pzflage of Clement of Alexandria, 
it proves nothing, becgufeit proves too much ; 
fince he muft fay, not that the Hereticks fepara- 
ted from the Church under Trajam, but under 
Adrian. The Teftimony of Cei/us is not ftron- 
ger, fince he {imply reproaches the Chriftians, 
that from the time that their number encreafed, 
and they were difpers’d into feveral parts of the 
World, they divided themfelves into {everal 
Seéts, without marking the time when this hap- 
pened, He thinks alfo that it may be conclu- 
ded, that he upbraideth their Divifion from the 
Times of the Apoftles ; fince from that time 
the Chriftians were difperit throughout the 
whole World. 

In. fine, he fhews that the Teftimonies of 
Scripture, which Mr. Dodwell hath produced 
are not very ftrong to eftablifh his Opinion. 
He thinks that we nmtay even infer from what is 
faid, 1 Fobn 2.19. and from what we read 
in the Apocalypfe of the Nicolaitans, that there 
were Hereticks that feparated, themfelves from 
al Church, even from the Times of the Apo- 


In the fecond Preface Mr. Jttigins treateth of 
all the Authors that have compoled a Hiftory of 
the Ancient Herefies, or that have given us @ 
Catalogue of the Ancient. Mees, fince Jre- 
meus even to. our’ Age. this is accompa- 
nied’ with Cricical. arke upon all thefe 
Works, and'@€ their different Editions. 


. 
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Bibliotheque Univerfele, Tom. p. 49g. 


The Uniberfal Monarchy of Louis XIV. 
Tranflated from the Italian of Mr. Leti, Part I, 
In whieh ss fhewed, wherein this Monarchy 
confifts., by what means it was eftablifhed ; 
the neceffity of deftroying it : how it may be de, 
frroyed : * 3 Misortunes will befall Europe, sf 
st be not done {peedily ; the means this Monarch 
ujes to defend, and to attacque ; the diftinGion 
we fhould make, between she Crown of France, 
and the Monarcly of Louis XIV, and by what 
means the one may be preferu'd, and the other 
deftroyed. In 12, Amfterdam , 1689. p, 


5 O4- 

V E have not not hitherto put into this 

Bibliotheque any Book, which dire&ly 
attacqued the Inrereft of any Potentate whate- 
ver, Bur being now at War with a Monarchy 
that is fpoken of in this Book, and the Author 
having affixe his Name to it ; we thought that 
we mught have liberty to relate , at leait Hifto- 
rically, a part of what he fays againft ir, Be- 
fides, this Work cannot pafs for a Satyr, fach as 
are an infinite number of little Books, which 
we fee come aut every where; he relates no fat: 
but what is of publick evidenée, or which he 
offers to prove, if it be needful], In effet, we 
fhall find, that all Europe acknowledges it, fave 
thofe whofe Intereft is to deny it. 

Betore we come to the Work it felf, we muft 
acquaint thofe that have not feen it yer, that ic 
has three Prefaces; in the firft of which, the 
Author promifes to give the Publick, every fix 
Months, a Volume of what fhall happen in Ex- 
rope, No body, without doubt, will diflike his 
taking fuch a Term as this, before he {peak 
of what fhall happen, in a time, when we fee fo 
many bad Politicians that reafon at random on 
the Gazettes, before they are aflured whether 
they relate the Truth, 

In the Second Preface, Monfieur Leri gives a 
Reafon of his conduét, with refpect to France , 
whofe Honour and Interefts he had maintained 
for a long time, and whofe unjuft pretenfions, at 
this day, he attacques; by fhewing to all the 
Potentates in Europe, that their Prefervation ne- 
ceffarily requires, that they oppofe its exceflive 
Grandeur, The Perfecution which the evil 
Counfellors of France have raifed againft a Par- 
ty of his beft Subjects, on the account of Reli- 
gion; and the violent manner that they have 
caufed a War to be declared againft the States 
General of the United Provinces, without any 
plaufible pretence, are the two principal Rea- 
fons, which have made our Author publith a 
Book on purpofe, to fhew all Ewrope the eminent 
danger it is in, if it do not oppofe a Power, 
whofe Flatterers obferve no Fidelity in their 
Treaties, and fet no more bounds to their Am- 
bition. We will find, even in the Preface, fome 
difcoveries, which “twill be convenient to run 
over, before we begin to read this Book. 

It will not be amif to read the Second Pre- 
face, which is that of the Tranflator, where he 
not only gives a reafon of his Verfion, but gives, 
in & few words, a general Idea of the whole 
Work, To 


To fpeak a little more poesia: 
larly , t The Author, after ha- 
ving remarked, that Ewrope might 

be the happieft part of the World, were it not 

unceflantly molefted with Factions and Wars ; 

fhews, that thofe that have troubled it moft for 

thefe Forty years, are the Effects of the unquiet 

and ambitious Spirits of the Minifters of France. 

They have, by thefe Broils, carried their Power 
to a Point, that they brag of having Irremedia- 

bly fubjected Europe, and rendred the Crown of 
France Arbiter of War and Peace, 

Thefe are not, as our Author fays, fimple Rho- 
domontades , which are founded on nothing. 
Tis but too true, that for thefe Forty years the 
Armies of France, its Induftry, its Application to 
Profit by every thing, and the care it has taken 
to redrefs it felf readily of the pretended Inju- 
ries that have been done her, have rendred her 
fo formidable, that not only no body durft at- 
tacque her at home ; bur that they fuftered her 
to extend her Frontiers, at the charge of almoft 
all her Neighbours. Tis of this that we may 
find Proof through the whole Firft Book, and 
particularly from Page 50.,and the following , 
where we may fee an Abridgment, and accor- 
ding to the Order of the Time, the Principal 
Steps that France has made towards an Univerfal 
Monarchy, from the year 1648, even to the 
year 1688, . 

They, who being dazled with the Splendour 
of this Grandeur, would be ready to pay Ho- 
mage toa Puiflance, to which they have not 
yet fubmitted even to this point, need but read 
what isthere, from Page 101. to the end of 
the Book, to return from their Admiration. 

2. The Author takes up a part* 
of the Second Book, in making fe- 
veral Reflections on the Memoire of 
Reafons , which have obliged the 
French King to refume Arms againft the Em- 
pire. He fheweth at large, that France.com- 
plains firft of the Houfe of Aufria, that he might 
make, in a manner, the Beaten fuffer for all, if it 
were poflible ; and that he would attacque it 
with an extraordinary violence, for an Offence 
which he believed he might receive fome years 
hence, if the Emperor fhould continue his Wars 
with the Turks, and, in the end, make an Ad- 
vantageous Peace with them. It may be faid, 
on this occafion to France, what was once faid 
in Euripides to a Woman, that had Aflaffinated 
her Husband, becaufe the fufpected that he would 
kill her ; Jf your Husband, as you fay, defigned 
to kill you 5 you fhould not, on your fide, fet your 
felf to take away bis Life, when the time was 
not come. You may hereupon fee Grotius de Fu- 
re Belli & Pacis, lib. 2. chap. 1. §. 5. where- 
of Mr. Van Someren is about to give to the 
Publick an Edition more Correct than the pre- 
ceding, 

Mr. Leti fheweth alfo, that for many years , 
France has kept the Court of Rome as it were in 
Slavery ; and that he does not ftand to com- 
plain, as if the Pope did him wrong, not to be- 
come his Vaflal. France likewife complains of 
the States General, who have, neverthelefs, hin- 
dered, againft their own Interefts, a War, which 
he would have made on them, onely becaufe 
they would noz do him the honour to fubmit to 
all his Pleafure. | : 


} Lib, 1. 


* Lib. 2. 
p. 136,&c. 
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This Condu& fhould,ia fine,awake alt the’Prin- 
ces of Europe,who may fee hereby, thar the Mini 
fters of France looks not any more upon them aa 
Independent Powers ; {ince they fuppofe,th:t they 
have a right to declare War againft thofe that 
dare refift their defires, The Author takes-oc- 
cafion here, to reprefent the great Power of this 
Crown, without-extenuating it 5 to the end, that 
he may take the fure meafures to reduce it with- 
in its ancient bounds, - He fheweth, that there 
never was a more favourable occafien, than in a 
time when England is ready to act againft her ; 
and in Cafe to deliver Europe from 2 ‘lavery 
that fhe is begun to All into, if G many does, 
on her part, what the is obliged to do, both by 
Honour and Interetft. 

3. We fee itill more at large || 
in the Third Book, the Nec fity 
Germany is in at this day,to make 
a generous effort for her deliverance, except 
fhe be refolved to groan for ever under the yoke 
of the French Monarchy. The Author here , 
and in many other places of this Work, up- 
braids the Enemies of this Puifance, for ems 
ploying nothing but words, or inconfiderable 
Forces againft her, while fhe has kepe great Ke 
nemies on foot, and taken away a great many 
Places from her Neighbours , whom the con- 
ftrain’d, by the terror of her Arms, to accept of 
a Peace, on conditions difadvantageous for 
them. 

Mr. Let propofeth for Examples, to the Prin- 
ces of Germany, the late Elector of Brandenburg, 
and his prefent Electoral Highnefs, the for- 
mer of whom always acted with a great deal af 
readinefs againft the Enemies of the Empire, and 
againft his own in particular, and the latter car- 
ries on a War at prefent againft France. To 
ftir up the Princes of Germany more effectually 
to defend themfelves, he thews them, that their 
Forces are greater than thofe of their Enemy , 
provided they were united, they could, accor- 
ding to him,on need, form an Army of 45000 
Gentlemen. 

That they would be very fimple, fhould 
they. fuffer themfclves to be amufed by the ap- 
pearance of a Peace: The Author fhews, that 
they would expofe themfelves to be impofed up- 
on, without deferving that any fhould be forry 
for their Misfortune ; becaufe the Conduét of 
France, with refpect to Treaties, is fufficientl 
known to them already. ‘Theysfhould know, 
that fhe no longer keeps them, than they are for 
her advantage ; and that-fhe never fails to break 
them, when fhe can doit unpunifhed, and gain 
any thing thereby. Mr, Letifbeweth at the 
fame time, the great advantages, which the 
draws from Treaties that fhe has made; into 
what dangers fhe has involv’d all her Neigh- 
bours ; and what evils,on that fide, threaten 
thofe, who feem to be moft remote from them, 
He, at the fame time, makes diverfe Refic€tions 
on the Revolutions ia England, which we will 
not infift upon here, becaufe we muft fpeak of 
them in his Third Tome. In fine, he fhews 
what an Illufion thofe are guilry of, who ima- 
gine, that Heaven fhould arm it felf for them 
againft France, and deftroy it before their Eyes? 
without their being concern’d in ir, We muft 
in this refpect follow the advice that they give 

: Sf or 
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fer works of Piety , who call arene A o 
Defenders of Grace, viz, that wits Acar u 
act as it God were not toconcern bimfe - . ‘ 
and when they had done ail, to attribute all to 
Grace. It will be tmme to acknowledge the 
care of Providence in the prefervation of the 
Liberty of Europe, when we have taken away 
from France,what it hastaken away from others 
becaufe Providence will not act otherwife in 
fhis, than by favouring the Efforts that fhail 
be made, to fhake off a yoke, to which a great 
part of Ewrope has already fubmitted. ' 
4. To force the moft obftinate to yield, the 
Author * reflects further, in 
* Lib, IV. p. — the beginning of the Fourth 
394. Book,on the conduct of France, 
in the affair of the Duke ot Cre- 
aui at Rome, and with refpcct to Pignerol, O- 
range, Lorrain, Portugal, Dunkirke, Suifferland, 
the Regale, the Franchsfes, and the EicCtorate 
of Cologne. He adds to this a Defcription of 
the Arutices fhe has ufed to roaintain the Prote- 
ftants againft Catholicks, and the Catholicks a- 
gainft Proteftants ; without making any {cruple 
ro fuccour the latter, when fhe believed, by this 
means, to ruine both, that fhe alone might reap 
advantage by their weaknefs : He hints again, in 
feveral places, at the wrong ufe we make of the 
Principles of Chriftian Religion, by relying on 
Providence, without taking any reafonable mea- 
fures to keep our felves from Slavery. But what 
he fas in particular, is firit, feveral Reflections 
of the littke acknowledgment that has been 
made, fince the death of Henry 1V. for the 
reat fervices which the Reformed have done 
the Houfe of Bourbon ; and which, according to 


our Author, will one day caufe great remorfe in 
the Soul of a certain Prince of this Houfe, when 
he will think, that they have been paid, during 
two Reigns, tor the moft fignal Services, with 


the blacke$ ‘ingra@rude that ever was, Not 
only have they done them no good, which alone 
were capable to cover thofe with an Eternal In- 
famy that had uled them fo; but moreover has 
treated them hke Beafts, which mult tollow the 
way they are torced to take, without knowing 
why, He has acted, in reference to them » as 
may be fuppofed, as it fome Ecclefiafticks , in 
whom no appearance of Love for the Truth is 
to be feen, but onely an infatiable covetoutnefs 
after Tyranny and Riches, were a fuperior Or- 
der of Inrellggences, that their Lights, vaftly 
greater than thofe of the Reformed, gave right 
to abufe, as inferiour Beings thofe that in the 
durft oppofe their pleafures, 

ae ‘ Ve fee there the Induftry which 
thefe pretended defenders of the Church ufe 
with the Germans, to perfuade the fimple and 
fhort-fighted to fubmit themfelves to him as foon 
as poflible. To this he oppofes diverfe reafons, 
which fhew, that the War France makes againft 
Great Britain, it onely a Warot Intereft ; thar 
it would no fooner terminate to the advantage 
of the former, but he would overwhelm Germa- 
ny with his Armics, and fubject the whole Em- 
pire without poflibility of hindring him. 

Yee the Author makes here a Third Re- 
tmark, which is advantageous for France, "Tis, 
that we fhould diftinguith between the Crown ot 
France, and the Univerjal Monarchy, which was 


defigned to be fet up thefe Forty years, By the 
Crown of France, he underftands, the Lands # 
pofieficd, before the prefent King fet about hi; 
Conqucring new ones; and by the Monarchy, 
thofe which he has taken away from his Neigh. 
bours. We muft endeavour to deftroy the Jat. 
ter, tor the reafons which are fhewed, and which 
are difperft throughout the whole Work ; but 
we mult, according to Mr, Leti, preferve the 
Crown of France, cither for the great fervices 
which fhe has, at feveral times, done all the Po. 
tentates of Ewrope, or that they may not make 
another too great, who might abufe his Force, as 
France docs at this day, The General Intereft 
of Europe requireth , that there fhould be ma- 
ny equal Potentates, who may keep one another 
reciprocally in fear; and who may affift the 
weakeft againft thofe that would opprefs them , 
to put themfelves in cafe afterwards to cruth the 
moft confiderable Potentates. 


The Second Part, Wherein particular Ob- 
[ervations are made on the Prefent State 
of the Affairs of Europe, in what con- 
cerns the Eleétorate of Cologne, the 
Franchifes of Rome, the War againft 
the Palatinate and Holland, and what 
bas lately paft in England , in 12°, p. 
620, 


1, The Firft Book of the Second Part 
t begins with fome Reflections on 
the Extraordinary Events, that 
have lately happened in Europe; 
and on the Union which fhould be between the 
Pope and the Emperour , to defend themfelves a- 
gainit France, which is more formidable to them 
now than the Grand Signior. After this, the 
Author {peaks of the Care the Popes have taken, 
to enceavour to introduce the Jta/ians into the 
Benelices of Germany, and of the wit of the 
Germans, who, by feigning to confent thereto , 
have wholly excluded them, Tis, that they 
have made Laws, by which none can be admit- 
ted there, without giving proof of their Nobili- 
ty, both on the Father and Mother’s fide; fo 
rigid , that no Houfe in tal is in cafe to pafs 
fo fevere an Examination ; they making no {cru- 
ple to Marry below themfelves when the y meet 
with rich Matches, | 
Afterwards we fee the manner how the Eleét- 
ors of Cologne are made ; whether it be by Electi- 
on, or Poftulation ; the Rights and the Inte- 
refts of the Chapiter of this City ; and the way 
how the Cardinal of Furfemburg came firlt to 
be Coadjutor of the Archbifhoprick, and after- 
wards was put up in Eleétion in oppofition to 
Prince Fofeph of Bavaria. We may know, by 
reading of this Book, the Faults the Imperialifts 
and the Chapiter of Cologne have committed in 
all this Affair; the Induftry and the Violence 
which the French King has fo fuccefsfully ufed 
till now, | 
. Norwithftanding the Praifes which the Ger- 
mans give Innocent XI, The Author fhews 
them, that he has made a very great Breach 
upon the Priviledges of the Chapiter of Cologse, 
which will, from henceforth, give the Court of 
Rome occafion to be much more concerned in the 
Election of the Ecclefiaftical Princes of the 
, Empire, 
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Empire thanthey could till now. He main- 
tains befides, that the Pope has fhewn too much 
partiality in this Affair, whemhe granted to che 
Prince of Bavaria as many Difpenfations as he 
would, contrary to all the Canons ; which that 
Holy Father pretended might not be violated, 
when the bufinefs of the Cardiual of Far/fem- 
bury was Tranfacted. He hath, befides, given 
ground to accufe himof Simony, by promifing 
tothe Canons of Cologne, to let. them enjoy all 
the Revenues of the Archbifhoprick for five 
years, on condition that they would declare for 
Prince Fofeph. 

2. The fe«cond Book, where the Author bes 
gins to fpeak of the Affair of the Franchifes, 
fheweth firft the difference which the Ingenious 
Roman Catholicks put between the Apoffolick 
See and the Court of Rome. ‘The Author main- 
tains againft the Opinion of fome others, that 
this diftinction has a good Foundation. In effect 
the Pope performing two very diftin& Funéti- 
ons, the one of a Temporal Prince, the other 
of the firft Bifhop of the Weft; we may have 
to do with him in one of thefe Refpects, with- 
out being any ways concern’d with the other, 
The Court of Rome, which would that the re- 
fpect which 13 due to the firft Bifhop of Europe, 
fhould give him occafion to Confecrare :.is ‘Tem. 
poral Interefts, and to make allthat is done a. 
gaint it pafs tor Sacriledge, and endeavours to 
confound thefe two refpccts,as much as *tis poifi- 
ble for her; and the Author endeavours to di 
ftinguifh them as clearly as he can, for the com- 
mon Intercft of Europe. 

He fhewsafterward the Rights that each Ca- 
tholick Prince has in the City of Rome, confi- 
dered, not as the Popes Subj: in Tempor tk, 
but as the Seat of Common Council tor all Ca- 
tholick Chriftianity, whereof the Pope is but 
the Prefident and Chief Member, He concludes 
hence that the Ambafladors which Princes fend 
tothe Apoftolick See, are at Rome ws if at home; 
which cannot be faid of the Popes Nuncias, 
which this Court fends into thofe of Princes, 
which cannot be lookt upon as the refidence of 
a Council common toall the Carholicks, 

’Tis by Vertue of this, that the Ambafladors 
have pretended to enjoy at Rome Occonomical 
Franchifes, which confifts in an exemption from 
Impofts on Merchandize and Commodities, that 
are {pent in their Houfes; and of thofe of the 
Suarters, which are a Right of Sanctuary for 
all fortsot Malefaétors, fothat the Popes Juftice 
cannot reach them in the Ambafladors Quarters, 
withour their Liberty. 

We fee in the reft of this Book the Hiftory of 
a Difference that wasat Rome under Clement X. 
for the Oeconomical Franchifes, and of the 
Duke of Effree’s Refiftance, who alone main- 
tained the Right of Crowns even to the ut- 
moft. . 
3. Thethird Book * contains 
* Lib. Ill. all the Hiftory of the Franchifes of 

p. 217. the Quarters, from their firft efta- 

blifhment, evento the Broils of 

the Marquis of Levardm, Though it feems it 
is juft to grant the Occonomical Franchifes to 
Ambafladors, as the Author fhews ; it feems un- 
_ becoming Princes to let their Ambafladors make 
their Palacesa Sanctuary for Murderersand Rob- 
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bers. Yet France ftands up ftifly for this laf 
Article; and the Court of Rome was as far from 
yielding the former, ‘The Author, making a 
Hidtory of the Broils that this reciprocal Ob- 
ftinacy caufed, hath every where’ added the 
Autheniick Aas that he could come by, and 
duinterefted RefleCtions which rhe matter it felf 
turnifhed bim, We will not flay upon them 
for fear of being too prolix, 
4. The fourth Book * con- 

tains an Examination of Adadam * Lib, IV. 
d’ Orleans pretenfions to the parti- , 282, 
cular Eftate of the deceatt Elector Poon 
Palatine her Brother, and a latge difcuffion of 
this troublefom Affair, with the Condu& of 
France in that Countrey, Though the Author 
acknowledges: that the Dutchefs ot @rieans had 
juft pretenfions to the Eftate of her Family, and 
that they were in the wrong to delay the doin 
her right ; he cannot approve of the unheard 
of manner how they ‘Treated the Palatinate, 
which of one of the moft cultivated Countreys 
of the World, in a few Months became a fright- 
ful Wildernels, its Cities being redue’t to Athes, 
and its Inhabitants to Beggary. This is called 
to defend his Rights, and when one ceafes to 
run ever a Countrey where there's no more to 
be had, this is called the giving it Peace, Au- 
ferre, trucidare, rapere falfis nominibus Imperium; 


atque ubi folitudinem faciunt Pacem appellant. 


5. After * he has upbraided 
Germany in the beginning of the * Lib. V! 
laft Book of his fecond Part, that p. 486, 
fhe had not fhewed the Vigour and 
W archfulnefs that had purchaft her fo much Re- 
nown in former Agess the Author puts her in 
mind of the Interett fhe bas inthe Prefervation 
of the United Provinces, who though they be 
feparated from the Body of the Empire, are 
notwithftanding its principal Rampart. He 
maintains ‘that if France could make her felf 
Mitftrefs of them, the Greateft Potentates of Ger- 
many would fee themfelves reduced, with re- 
{pect to France, to thefame Eftate that the Se- 
nators of the City of Rome are in at this day, 
with refpect to the Pope; who does them too 
much Honour, when he makes them fit down on 
the Ground at his Feet in the Publick Ceremos 
nics, 

Some ill-defigning Perfons fay$, that thefe 
Provinces concluded a Peace at Nimeguen, with- 
out taking in the Allies 5 but befides that this is 
falfe, if we examine things as we ought, we 
fhall find that they could not continue the War, 
whereof they alone almoft bore all the Charge, 
without ruining themfelves, and drawing the 
Empire after them, So that in concluding the 
Peace, the States General did labour effectually 
for the good of all Ewrope, They ftill thew 
that they interefs themfelves therein, as far as 
may be, by hazarding all in the Enterprize 
of England ; which by fiding with the weakeft 
fide, was alone able to break Europes Fetters, as 
has been faid long fince ; but which would ne- 
ver have been done without the change that hap- 
pened there, ’Tis to the United Provinces, 
that this Revolution isdue ; and by confequent — 
tis to them we are beholding for the hopes we 
are in at this day of feeing the Ambitious De- 


figns of an Univerfal Monarchy wholly overs | 


turned, 


may not be gull’d of fo pleafant a 
im te a all bende fecure the United 
Provinces, which are meerly invaded becaufe 
they durft labour in the common Deliverance, 
by fore-feeing for their own fecurity, Wemutt 
then leave thefe quarrels that fome make on the 
Peace of Nimeguen, and on other Subjects of 
lefs Importance} fince there is no Medium, but 
either Holland mult be faved, or we muft go to 
pot with it, For in fine, fhould France once 
get Poffeffion of it, thofe who would not hin- 
der him from taking of it, fhall lefs hinder his 
keeping it; and we flould feein a few years 
this formidable Puiflance pafs the Wefer and the 
Elbe, and carry his Conqueftseven to the Fron- 
tiers of the Ottoman Empire. We need not 
perhaps lay out fo much Money for her, as fhe 
laid out in the year 72. 

This is what may be feen in the Author at 
large, whoat the fame time chalks out the means 
by which the Germans may fecure Holland, 
and the manner how they muft do ir, As the 
things whereof he Treats are of the greateft con- 
fequence, he comes over them more than once ; 
and his Interpreter, who in this has followed 
him xart ade, has taken this advantage of the 
Italian Stile, where regularity of Order, and 
exactnefé, to evite Repetitions,are not inviolable 
Rules, asin ours, 
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Comelius 2 Wenghem, his Effay towards a 
Literary Wiltorp, to be fhewed at feveral 
views, the firft whereof comes abroad now, 
which ws the Critico-curtous Wibliographp 
of the Learned, or a Harmonical Di{pofition of 
the Writers and their Works, whofe Summa- 
ries und Contents are given in the Ads and 
Fournals of the Learned of almoft all Europe, 
Amft, by Janflon Wasberg. 1689. im 12, 
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M* De Beughem himfelf fhews the defign of 
this Book in his Preface. *Tis feven 
years fince he publifht a Direétion, for to find 
and know eafily, not fomuch the Authors and 
their Works, as the diverfe Experiments, Ob- 
fervations, and other remarkable things, in all 
the Sciences and Artsthat are fpoke of in the 
Fournal des Scavans of France from the year 
1665 when it began, till the year 1682, 
This Direction which was made according to 
an Alphabetical Order of the Surnames of the 
Authors, and of their Qualizies was in Form of 
a Bibliotheque, where we might fee, 1. Things 
that concern Chronology; 2. What regards 
Perfons; 3, Thingsthemfelves, But the two 
laft parts were foill printed, through the care- 
lefnefs of the Corrector, that Mr. Beughem ac- 
knowledged that the Abbot of Roque had reafon 
to complain in the Preface to Journal 1686. 
This obliged him to revife the fecond part of 
this Direction, which comes out now, where 
he has corrected the faults, which crept into it, 
and brought feveral Tranfpofitions into their na- 
tural Order, adding the following years on the 
Journals of other Nations, viz. thofe of Eng- 
and, Itdly, Germany and Holland, to the end 
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that every Body may fee what each of thefe Na- 
tions had contributed to the Advancement of 
Learning. : 

*Tis known that the Conferences and Af- 
femblies that are had in diverfe places in Exrope, 
are eftablifht for no other end but to make new 
progrefs in all the Sciences, and that the know- 
ledge of good Books isa great help for that ef- 
fect. Wecannot deny, that they that give 
themfelves the trouble to make Extra&ts of whar 
pafles in the one, and what may be read in the 
other, preferve the memory of a great many Ex- 
periments, and Important Facts, which would 
be loft, and affift thofe much that have not the 
time or the meansto confult the Originals them- 
felves, Butas it were often to be defired to 
know the Authors, which the Journals and the 
Hiftories of the Learned fpeak of, and as it is 
not always known in what place the Elucidations 
are, which they would have upon that Subjeét , 
Mr. Beughem hath difpofed this Bibliography in 
a manner, that if we only know the Name of 
the Authors, or the Title of the Books, we 
may eafily find what Journalifts have fpoke of 
them, and at what time. 

The Principal Works whence the Author has 
taken this Bibliography, are, 

I. The Fournal des Scavans from the year 
1665 till the year 1686 inclufive, written in 
French. 

Il. The Philofophical Arts of the Royal Society 
of England fince 1665, when they began to the 
year 1674, Written in Englith. 

III, The Fournals des Scavans in Italian, fince 
the year 1668 when they began to 1680 in- 
clufive, 

IV. The Conferences on toe Arts and Sciences 
of J.B. Denys held at Parss in the years 1672, 
73,and 74. In French, 

V. The Memoirs of the Learned publifhed in 
Englifh at London, 1682. 

VI. The Aéts of the Learned of Leipfick from 
the year 1682 to 86 inclufive, in Latine. 

VII, The News of the Republick of Learning 
from 1684 to 86 inclufive. 

VIII, The Hiftory of the Academy of the cu- 
rious of Nature and of Empire, for the years 

1684,85, 86. 

IX. The Univerfal and Hiftorical Bibli- 
theque, fince the year. 1686, 

Mr, de Beughem might well have defired to 
continue this Work even to the prefent year, 
but as there was not then a continuation of thefe 
Journals no more than thofe of Copenbagen, 
Dublin, Parma, Venice, Hambourg, which were 
promifed at the beginning, he promifes to give 
afterward a Continuation and Supplement to 
the’Publick, We have already feen the fame Au- 
thor's Furidical and Political Bibliography, which 
comprehends all the Lawyers and Politicians 
that have writ in all Languages, from 1651 to 
the year 1678. Printed at Amfterdam 1678. 
In 12. He promifes yet to the publick, the 
Belgich Bibliotheque, which will contain all the 
Writers that have come abroad in the Low 
Countreys : The Univer{al Bibliotheque of Mat- 
ters, the Mathematial, Hifforical and Chro- 
nographical Bibliotheque, the Chalcographick Bib- 
liotheque, and many other Works. 


We 


We may fee in the Table of the Books of the Tenth 
volume of this Bibliotheque, a Catalogue of all Books 
that have been publifhed fince the Invention of Print- 
ting, until the year 1500 inclufive. It is Jntitul’d, Dt 
cynabula Typograpbie, and may be very ulefull for thofe 
that give an Ancient Authors anew to the Publick; be- 
caufe the fir Editions that were made, being taken im- 
mediately from Manufcripts, may fupply the defaults of 
thefe Ancient Originals, and afford means to know the 
Alterations, frequently rafh, which the Criticks have 
made in the moft late Editions. 


Biblioth. Univ. Tom. 21, p. 304. 


Requm Pariumgue Magne Writannizx 
Hiftoria Genealogica, &c. 


A Genealogical Hiftory of the ings and Peers 
of Great Writain. Wherein the Originals, 
Stocks, and moft Memorable things, of both 
Ancient and Modern Families in Engl.are 
related and explained in a Method adapted to 
the neweft State of England. With Copper 
Cats. and a neceffary Index. By William 
IM HOFF. Printed at Neuremburg , 
1690. in Fol. P. 500. 


work,is almoft the fame with that of another treatife 
of his,Enticuled,a Genealogy of the moft IMuftrious Fami- 
lies in France. It isnot neceflary to ftay pin this; *Tis 
fufficient to fay, that the Hiftory is more followed here ; 
and that befides the Genealogies tharat contains, we ma 
learn all that has happened moft confiderable in England, 
from the time that the Saxons fettled there, till the pre- 
fent. ’Tis this part of the Hiftory that we fhiall princi- 
pally infiit on in this Excra&, becaufe it is the moft impor- 
tant. 

1. The Author begins with the Genealogy of the Kings 
of England, which takes up the firft Part of his Book. 
1. After that he has rejeéted all that Authors have writ 
of the Kings that Reigned in this Countrey, before the 
Birth of Chriff ; he takes up his firft Chapter with the 
Hiftory of thofe that preceded William the Conqueror, of 
whom any thing of certainty is known. 

Julius Cefar was the firft of the Romans that. pafled o- 

ver into ¢ England, and he is fure, that 
+ VVvich i cai- im his time, it was Governed by many 
led Britain. petty Princes, who being divided among 

themfelves, furnifhed the Romans with 
means of fubje&ing them. About five years after, feve- 
ral Northern People {preading themfelves through all the 
Empire, the Romans were neceflitated to withdraw their 
Legions from England, to oppofe thefe Barbarians; and the 
Piéts and Scots taking advantage of this occafion, ranfacke 
the Britains Lands, and obliged many of them to go into 
that Part of the Gaules, whichis called Armorica, to which 
they gave the Name of Britanny. 

Thofe that remained in the Ifle, called over the Saxons 

and * Angles to their fuccour, who did 
* Or Englith,a not fail tocome thither, under the Con- 
People of Lower du& of two Brothers, called { Enguft and 
Saxoily. Horfa. Thefe, after they had Conquered 
t+ An.449- the Piéts, wrn’d their Arms againft thofe 
that hadcalled them over ; and the laft 
King Briton having retired to Rome,where he warned Monk, 
they fetled peuteks in that Countrey, which they divi- 
ded into feven Kingdoms. All thefe petty States had their 
eg Kings which govern'd them for fome time, Inas 
ing of VVififex, is one of the moft famous in Hiftory. He 
ued the Saxons, and going to Rome found- 
ed there a School, and made all the Families of his King- 
dom pay a Tribute to the Pope, which he called St Peter's 
Penny, which fhould be employed. for,maijnrenance of 
thofe of his fubje&s that would go co learm the Truths of 
Religion in this {chool. 

Egbert, King of the Weft-Saxons, fabdued all thele pet- 
ty Kingdoms, whereof he made: one State, which he 
would have called England, abolifhing the ancient Names 

of Britain and Britains. He was therefore lookt upon as 
the firft King of the Exgiifh. his fon, that 
fucceeded him, fought the Daxes on feveral occafions ; af- 
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ter which he took a Journey to Rome, aid paid the Pope 
St. Peter's Penny. Etbeloald, Ethelwolphs fom, was his fuc- 
ceffor, and rendred himfelf concemptible, by Merrgiag the 
— of Charles the Bald, who had-beea his Fathers 
ife, 
_ After many other Princes, Edgar, furnamed the Pesce-’ 
able, came to the Crown, “Twas he that rid England of | 
Wolves, forcing the Lord of the Countrey of VVales, who 
had taken up Arms againft him, to bring him 300 heads 
every year, andcondemning all rhe Crinnnals to kill a cer- 
tain number proportionable to the greatne of their — 
Crimes. He hikewife re-eftablithed Ecclefiaftical Difci- 
pline, and feeing that the Secular Priefts minded nothing 
but fumptuous fare, he took away their Bencfices, and 
invefted the Monks in them, who then Jived in reputation 
of San&iry. 

The Priefts revenged themfelves.on 
* Edward il. his fucceflor. Leaguing * There was ano- 
with Alfrede, his cruel Scepmother,they ther Edward, fon 
fill’d al] England wich Troubles; and to Alircd, Surna- 
this ambitious VVoman caus'd him, in md, the Old. 
the end, tobe cruelly Maflacred, to 
make way for her Son Ethelverd to the Throne. He was 
famous for nothing but the cruel Maffacre of all the Danes 
that were in his Kingdom , without diflinGion of Age 
or Sex. ThisConducdt brought Swenox Ring of Denmark 
upon him, who drove him ouc of his Dominions, and re- 
duced al] England under his Obedience. 

This King thus difpoffefied, retired to Richard Duke of 
Normandy, whofe Sifter he had Married, and was after- 
wards called back by his Subje@s, who could not endure 
the Tyranny of Canute, that fucceeded Suenor. Canutewas 
overcome, and forced to fave himfelf in Denwfark : bur E- 
thelberd dying a little while after, and the Eftares having 
chofen his Son Edmund, he return'd into Exgland, made a 
counterfeit agreement wich Edmund, to get ridof him the 
more eafily ; and having got him Murdered, he Marryed 
his Widow, to get into the Duke of Normand)’s favour. He 
died fhortly after, and the Eftates named Harold, who 
reigned but four years, The Son of the Dane, named 


- Canutus WH. being informed of Harold's death, went over 


into England, where he was owned for King, and died ia 
two years without Children. 

The Englijh taking advantage of this occafion, put all 
the Danes to the Sword a fecond time; and made aLaw, 
to Exclude al] thofe of that Nation from the Crown. 
They fent for || Alfred, who was fled in- 
to Normandy; but Godwin, Earl of Keat, || Second Son to 
got him put by, and advifed to put Ed- Kehelberd. 
ward, Alfred's Brother,in his Place, a de- 
bonnaire Prince, and, uoder whom, he hoped to have all 
thePower. He did it fo well, that he obliged him to 
Marry his Daughter. But death, in a fhore time after, 
put an end co his Life and Reputation. 

Edward, the Third of that Name, made Vertue flou- 
rifh in his Dominions by his Laws, and by his Example ; 
and Tradition fays, that Heaven, in recompence, gave 
him Power to Cure the Evil, which his Succeflors like- 
wife inherited. He rcigned 44 years, aad made William, 
furnamed the Baftard, Duke of Normandy, his Heir, who 
was his Coufin-German, and had entertained him in his 
Exile. Thus the Crown of England pafled from the 
Saxons co the Normans. 

2. William, who was called the Conqueror , defcended 
from an Ancient Count of Norway, After he had over- 
come Harold, Son to Godwis, who would difpute the 
Crown with him, he was Crowned 
at Londos t, by the Archbifhop of York, f Amo 1066, 
who had then the precedency to Cas 
serbury. He beat the Scots, and made them Tributaries : 
went into Normandy, to chaftife his eldeft Son Robert, who 
had rifen up againft him, made inroads upon the Lands 
of the French that had raifed this Ilion, and having 
named William iI. his net his Succeflor, and gi- 
ven Normandy to the Elder, he died at Rous at the Age of 
64 ycars. ’ 

lees [. Third Son to VVilliam the Conqueror, fucceeded 
his Brother. °*Twas he that cfiablifhc the Parlement of 
England, to colure his Crown apainft the atremp-of his 
Eldeft Brother Robt, on whom he made War, with 
ercar fuccefs, chat, in che end, he took away both his Life 
and Liberty. The King of Fraxce, the Counts. of Anjos 
and Flanders, would revenge this Deaths They had ma- 
ny Bactels, with very different fucceé, andin dhe end a 
Peace enfued, on condition, raat VV idliam,Son-to H 
fhould Marry the Duke of Anjou’s Daughter, who 
have Normandy for a Portion, as a Fief depepding on the 
Crown of Fraxet. Hence it wanes that afcerward, rhe 


eldeft foris of thé Kings of Exgiand,bore the name of the 
mays 0; whom we fpeak of, died before him, ~ 
the Crown, by right, a ed to his Daughter Mae 
thilda, who was, in f Marriage, efpoufed to Geofrey 
Count of Anjou, called Plastagentt. But Srépbenot Blow, 
Count of Boulogne, his Coufin, who had been raifed at 
Henry's Court, where he purchafed Friends, got himfelf 
Crowned King of Exgland,notwithftancicg the Oath which 
had fworn tohis Coufin. This Princefs, aflifted by 

rhe Earl of Gloucefter, her nacural Brother, endeavoured tO 
pat her felf in poffeffion of her Rights by Arms, and was 
fo forcunate at firft, that fhe made Stephen her Prifoner, 
But having given great ground ot Complaint to the I 4 
ple of England, and particularly to the City of London, f - 
was obliged to retire to Oxford, and to implore fuccour o 
the Scots againft her rebellious fubje&s. She gave Battel, 
in which Robert, who was all her Counfcl, was taken. She 
was forc’s to exchange him for King Stephen, whom fhe 
had ftill prifoner. In fine, a peace was concluded , on 
condition that Stephen fhould Reign during his lite, and, 
that after him, the Kingdom fhould return to Hinry, Ma- 
shilda’s Son, who, in the mean time, Was to enjoy the Dur- 
chy of Normandy. This Prince began tue Third Race of 
the Kings of England,called that of Anjou,or of Plantagentt. 

3. Geofrey, Father to Hany Il. defcended of Tertulle, or 
Terculpbe, who was of Brittanny, and co whom Charles the 
Bald, King of Fraxce, gave a part of Anjou, whereof he was 
the firft Count. Henry II. Married Eleanor, Dutchefs of 
Guienne, and Countefs of Poitev, whom Lous VIT. King of 
France had divorced, and which brought him thefe Provin- 
ces in Dowry, to the great prejudice of the two Kingdoms, 
by reafon of the long Wars that followed upon it. Ri- 
chard, the Son of Henry I. fucceeded him. He made 
himfelf famous by his Journey into Pateftine, and had on- 
ly amatural Son. A Prieftof Normandy having had the 
boldnefs to fay im his prefence , That be had three Daugh- 
ters, Wanity, Avarice and Luxwy: This Prince an{wered 
immediately, That he gave the firft in Marriage to the 
Timplars, who were prouder than Lucifer; the fecond to 
the Monks of rhe Ciflerian Order, who were fo greedy, that 
there was nothing but they coveted it, not cxcepung the 
Devil: and the third to wet and Prélates, who plae 
ced their foverai in pleafure. 

Jum ab gee fcized the Crown after 
the death ot Richard; to the prejudice of Arthwr, fon to 
Gtofrey, who was his eldeft fon. The King of France took 
Arthur's part, and after obtaining feveral advantages over 
Join, he conftrained him to make a Peace on dilgracetul 
Conditions. Thefe bad fuccefles, joyned with the Cruel- 
ty he ufed towards his fabjeéts, procured him fo many 
enemics; that the Engli(h refolved to call Lous of France, 
fon co Philip 11. to their afliftance. This Prince came 
into England with a Nayy of 600 Veflels; the People 
paid Homage to him, and Jobx was forced to skulk 
from one place to another with a handful of men, «ll fach 
time as death freed him from this trouble. He had like- 
wife great Controverfies with the Pope, who Excommu- 
nicated him, and put bis Countrey under an Interdiction. 
The Excommunication continued fix years and three 
months, and was not taken off rill K. Jobx made him(clf 
a Vaflal and Tributary to the Holy See. 

Henry IIL. his fon drove Louis and all the French out of 
his Kingdom, by the good condu& of VWVilliam Mathall E. 
of Pembroke his Guardian. Governing afterward by him- 
felf, he created his fubje&s fo harfhly, that chey were up- 
on the point of recalling the French. To prevent which 
blow, he fold to the King of France all his Rights to Nor- 
mandy, Poitou and Anjou. This did not appeaie the Trou- 


bles. Simon de ort, and the ee — of the 
Ki rof inft him, gave him Barrel, overcame 
hint — norte An i ; cach his fon Edward, his 
Brother, his N and the chief of his Court. Edward 


efcaping out of Prifd the policy to divide his Ene- 
ler a having routed them, he fer his Father and all 
the other prifoners at liberty. Aen dicd a little after 
he was re-eitablifhed. 
Edward, the firftof the name, of the Family of Anjos, 
coming to the Crown , began his Reiga with makiog 
War on Leolixe Lord of VVales, and David his Brother, 
who had fi y Rebelled. The former was flain 
in Barrel, the other was taken and condemned to die ; 
after which Edward invefted his eldeft fon with the Prin- 
Cipality‘of Vales ; and fince that time the preateft parc of 
the Eldeft fons of the Kings of Eng/and, have carried the 
mame of Prince of Vi/alts.. He gained many Viéo- 
ries over the Scots, who cali’d him the Arbicer of their 
differences, and whofe King had promiied ro do him 
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Homage. ‘Tis this which merited him this fhort Epi- 
taph , Eduardus primus Scotorum malleus bic et, 1308, Pa- 
tum ferva. He recommended three things to his fon at 
his death; to carry his Bones thrcughout all Scotland, even 
rill he had fubdued it: to employ for the Holy War a 
fum of Money which he had defigned it: and never to 
fufter Peter Gavefion, a Gafcoigne by birth, and guilty of a 
great many Crimes, to fet footing in England again. 

Edw. ll. did the quite contrary. He wholly negleGed 
the affairs of Scotland, made Gaveflon his Favourite, and 
gave him the Money defigned for the Holy War. The 
Nobility took Arms, chafed this Favourite feveral times, 
and, in fine, befieged him in a Caftle where he was fhut 
up, took him,and ftruck off his head. Matters did not go 
much better. The King took Spexcer for his Confidenr, who 
was not much berter than Gaveffon. During chefe trou- 
bles, Brace King of Scotland retook his Counrrey, entred 
England, and beat King Edwara’s Army, which confifted 
of 100000 Men. His Wife, who had been removed from 
Court, and his fon Edward made VVar againft him. Spex- 
fer and the King were made prifoners: the former was 
beheaded, the King was condemn’d to perpetual Impri- 
fonment, and Edward III. his fon chofen in his Place, The 
Queen, wearied with the long life of her Spouft, got him 
Murthered in Prifon. 

Edward ltl, made Pretenfions to the Crownof Fraxce, 
in right of his Mother, fifter to Charles the Fair, who died 
without Children, and to whom Philip of Valois fucceeded. 
To make his Right the ftronger, he joyned with the Dukes 
and Counts of Guelderland, Fuliers, Heinaut and Brabant, 
and began the War in1339. He beat the French Fleer , 
confifting of 200 Veflels, overcathe Philip in a memora- 
ble Battel at Creci ; and after the death of this Prince, con- 
tinuing the War againft his fon Fohn, he took him prifc- 
ner, and brought him into England. France, to obtain 
Peace, amd to procure their King Fobn’s freedom, let the 
Exglifo pofiefs Guienne and Poitos in foveraignty. ’Twas 
Edward {I}. that inftituced the Order of the Garter, for 
the reafons, and Mm the manner which 
may be read in our Author *. 

The fon of Edward If. who fhould 
have fucceeded him, died before him, and the Crown 
came to Richard the II. his youngeft fon. The Reign of 
Richard was a continual feries of Civil Wars, Sedirions 
and Murthers. In fine, this unhappy Prince was made 
prifoner, and carried to the Tower of Londox, where he 
was obliged to Abdicate the Crown in favor of Héxry his 
Coufin, Duke of Lancaftey; who afflembled a Parlizment 
for this purpofe *, in which he carried 
whatever he would. This Duke made 
himfelf be Proclaimed King, under the 
name of Henry 1V. and the better to aflure his Crown, 
caufed the King to be Maflacred in the Tower. 

4- Hinry IV. endeavoured to gain the Hearts of his 
Subje&s by AGions of Clemency ; but he could not do 
it fo well, but they confpired feveral times againft his 
Life; which obliged him to fhed a great deal of Blood. 
He died after having exhorted his Son, to confirm a 
Dominion by his Juflice, which he had ufurpt from the 
Lawful Heirs. 

We muft ftophere a little, that we may be able to 
comprehend, jn the fequel, the Caufe of the long Wars 
between the Houles of Lancafler and York, under the 
Names of the Red Roft and the White Rofz, and which 
coft Exgland fo much Blicod. Edward Ill. had four 
Sons, Edward, Lionel, John and Edmond. Edward died 
before his Father, leaving Richard, whom we have {poke 
of, who was conftrained to abdicate the Crown. Lionel 
had but one Daughter, who was Married to Edmund 
Mortimer, Earlof Marche, by whom fhé had Roger ‘Morti- 
mer. Jobn had one Son called Hénry, Who is he that we 
{pake of, and who reigned underthe Name of Amy IV. 
and Edmund who was made Duke of Yirk, had Richard 
likewife Duke of York. Now by the Law of Exglard, 
which excludeth not Daughters from the Crown, “tis 
matorain’d that any of the Defcendants of John, the third 
Son of Edward, could not pretend to it, til] after all che 
Pofterity of Lionel’, fecond Son of the fame Edward, 
werecxtin®. Yet Henry iV. caufed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed King,‘as we have ffen, and left his Crown to 
Hony V. his Son, after his Decéale. : 

__ The Reign of Henry V. was exceedingly Glorious, Tak- 
ihg advantage of the Divifions that were in the Court of 
Frazee, bewweeh the Davprine 2nd the Duke of Burgognt, 
he ertred that Kingdom in 2 Hoftile manner, gained the 
Famous Battel at Azincos, * and Con- | 
guer'd almoft all Normaay. He after- 
ward Married Catherine of Frarce, ard 
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taking the opportunity of the Dazpbin‘s ablence, who 
was notmuch at Court, got himfelf declared Heir to 
Charles VI. who then Reigned, and eftablifhr him/felf in 
France in a farprizing manner. 
His Son was folemnly Crowned at Pa- 
* 1431. rit, * and the beginnings of his Reign were 
very profperous. But Divifions getting up 
among his Minifters 5 the Daypbiz, who after the Death 
of his Father was known by the Name of Charles VII. re- 
covered his Kingdom by little and lirtle, and drove our 
the Englith. Richard Duke of York reaping advantage by 
thefe Divifions, got himfelf Creatures in England and Ive- 
land: And feeing himfelf fortified, he refolved to make 
good the Rights he had to the Crown, He was defcended 
on his Fathers fide, of Edmund the Fourth Son of Ed- 
wardtil. Bucasthiscould give htm no manner of ad- 
vantage over Henry VI. who was defcended from Foln the 
third Son to the faid Edward, he made ufe of the Right 
of Ann Mortimer his Mother, who derived her Original 
from Lionel Fobn’s Elder Brother. 

They fought feveral Batrels with very different fuc- 
cefs, but in fine, Henry VI, was overcome and made Pri- 
foner, The Parliament met, the Duke of York was de- 
clared ProteLor of the Kingdom, and the King fet at liber- 
ty. Butthe Troubles began again fpeedily. F/enry was 
taken a fecond time, and fent tothe Tower of London. 
The Duke gor himfelf declared Lawful Heir of the 
Crown after the Death of Henry VE. on condition that 
if this Prince fhould ever break his Word, he fhould no 
longer be acknowledged King of England. 

In the mean while Margaret of Anjou, Henry’s Wife, 
who had fled into Scotland, raifed Troops, entred Eng- 
land, and offered the Duke of York Barrel. He accepts of 
it without waiting forthe Earlof Marche his Eldeft Son, 
who came to his Affiftance, with another Body of the 
Army. He was totally routed, and being taken Prifo- 
ner, with his fecond Son, and the greateft part of his 
Officers, they were all punifhed with the utmoft feve- 
rity. 

The Ear] of Marcht, called Edward, underftanding his 
Fathers Misfortune, refolv’d to overcome or to die. 
He gathers together 23000 Men, beats the Earls of Pem- 
broke and Ormond, that commanded the Royal Army, and 
made them cut off the Head of Owen Tudor, Husband to 
the Queen Mother, whom he had taken Prifoner. The 
Earl was called to London, and going thither with all di- 
ligence, he was proclaimed King by the Confent of the 
EK ftares. 

s. The Friends of Henry, who was Prifoner, having 
begged Afliftance in Scotland and France, got together a 
contiderable Army; and gave Edward Battel in the Plains 
of Towton, The Fight was terrible, there were flain 
ihere on both fides * near upon 35000 
Men, and the Viéory in the end refted on 
Edward, The Earl of Devon only was made 
Prifoner, and the Conqueror ordered his Head to be 
cut off. 

*Twas believed that after:this ViGtory, King Henry's 
Affairs were altogether defperate ; but the Earl of War- 
wick, whom Edward had incenft,rais'd new Troubles. 
He broughi over co his fide the Archbifhop of Tork, the 
Marque(s of Montagu, and even the Earl of Clarence Ed- 
wards Brother, to whom he gave his Eldeft Daughter in 
Marriage. ‘ n 

They had feveral Bateels, in one of which Edward was 
taken, but having found the means to efcape, he re-fectled 
his Affairs fo well, thacthe Earls of Clarence and Warwick 
were obliged to fave themfelves in France, where they 
found Queen Margutrite and her Son en" Having 
received Succours, they re-pafied thé Sea, furprized 
Edward, whom they conftrained to flee unto Flanders, and 
delivered Henry, whom they fet upon the Throne a- 

ain. 

. Edward having reccived the Troops and Veff=ls from 
the Duke.of Bargognt his Brother-in-Law, returned into 
Englard, aud feigning at firft thache only defired to be 
re-fettled in his Eftate, he drew a great mahy People o- 
ver to him; and was reconciled with his Brother the 
Duke of Clarence. ‘Being thus fortified, he pulls off the 
Mask, and marches towards London, were he was a 
ceivéd, and proclaim’d King, Amy was taken again an 
fent back 00 Bis old Prifone The Duke of Warwick and 
his Brother Montagu were killed in ote Bartel. Queen 
Margutvite and her only Son Edward, were taken in ano- 
ther. King //eiry diced in Prifon; his Son was ftabb’d by 
‘ Richard Duke of Gloctter, and rhe Queen having been 
ranfomed by Lovis XL revurned inrn France. 

There remained no more of the Farttly of Latcajir, 
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but Hinry Tudor Earl of Richmond, who had retired inte 
Brittamy. The King of Exgland demanded him of the 
Duke of Britany, who agreed to it, but afterwards re- 
penting ot his Cowardlinefs, he gave him the means to 
fave himfelf by the way. In fine, Edw. IV. died peaceable 
Poflcffor of his Crown, and his Son Ed. ¥. who was not 
above Eleven years of Age,was look upon as his Succeffor. 

But this Prince wa’ never Crown’d. Richard the Duke 
of Glocesi er his Uncle caufed him to be put in Prifon; and 
having likewife furprized Richard, Edward’s Brother, 
tnade both their Throats be cut, and {ized the Crown, So 
great Crimes did not continue unpunifhed, The Duke 
of Buckingham confpires againit this LUfurper, and refolves 
co call back Hemy Tisdor Earl of Richmond, the only Branch 
ofthe Farhily of L.tcaffer of his Mothers fide. To reunice 
the Families of York and Lancafter, he propofeth a Mar- 
riage berween him and Ellzabeth, Daughter and Lawful 
Heir to Edward lV. 

Buckingham was taken, and Beheaded. But Heny did 
not lofe his Courage. Mie wentoyer into England, with 
a Handful of Men; who in a fhort time increafed cto a 
great Number of Perfors of all Conditions, that joyned 
him. Richard to prevent this Storm, would Marry §ii- 
zabeth, and refolv'd to force her to this Marriage, when 
being inform’d that Hénry’s Number encreafed every day, 
he faw he was necefiirated to go out againft him, The 
two Parties joyned Bartel, and Henry was upon the poitic 
of yielding, when receiving a very feafonable Succour, 
he conftrain’d the ViGory to declare in his Favour. 
Richard died in Battel, and Jefe the Crown to Heny 
the Seventh of thar Name, who began the Race oj the 
Tuder’s. 

6. *Tis pretended that this Family is on the Fathers 

fide defcended from Kenan Son to Coe King of the Bri- 
tains, and Brother to Helen, Conftantine the'Great’s Mother: 
but if this be true, this Family muft needs have been in 
great Obfcurity fince, for we do nor know cven the 
Names of Merideth Tudor, Grandfather to Henty VIL: his 
Father and Mother. This Merideth Tudor having had to 
do with Catherine Widdow to Henry VY. Married her, and 
had two Children by her, the Eldeft whereof, called 
Edmund, was Father to the King we fpeak of. : 
_ He married Elizabeth of York, as Buckingham had Pro- 
je&ted, and by this Marriage ended the Divifions of the - 
Houfes of Lancafter and York , uniting all their. Rights in 
his Perfon. There were fome Troubles in his Reign, by 
means of two Impoftures, who faid that they were of che 
Blood Royal: He bappily quell’d them, and left the King- 
dom peaceable to Hen VIII. on whofe Hiftory we will 
not ftay, nor on that of his Succeflors ; becaufe they bave 
been writ not long fince by many Hiftorians, and parti- 
cularly by Dr. Burnet Bifhop of S2lubary,whole Books are 
in almoft every Bodies hands, 

This Prince Jeft three Children behind him, the firft 
whereof was Edward the 6th of that Name, Sone to Zane 
Seimour, who immediately fuccceded his Father, He efta- 
blifht the Reform’d Religion in England, and dicd at the 
Age of Sixteen. 

Mary his Sifter , Daughter to Catherine of Arragon, 
reigned after* him, and fe-eftabiifhe the Romith Keli- 
gion. which made her fhed a great deal of Blood. Eii- 
xabeth her Sifter was putin Prifon, by her Order, and did. 
not come out again bur on rhe Sollicitanon of Philip King 
of Spain, whom Mary hac merried. tty 

This Princef reign’d but Three Years, and left the 
Throne to Elizabith, who reform’d England’ a (ecotid 
dme.— Mary, Queen of Scots, her Coutin, being dtiven 
out by her SubjeGs, took Sanuary in her DosiniGng, 
But being accuied of Con{piring more than once apy iff 
Queen Elizabeth, the was Beheaded. Fames King o ey) <4 
land, and Son to Mary , wifely difembied this Offence , 
for fear of putting Obftacles in the way of the Succeflion, 
which he waited for. So Elizabith déclayed at her De 
that he fhould fucceed her. He reunited the Three Ki 
doms under one (Olé .Dominion, dnd took the Name < 
King of Great Britain, i. 

7. This Usion of the Three Kingdoms , hath giver! 
Mr. Im Hoff an _occafion to make SAD EGNEE he 
Hifhory of ss agp of Scotland when will nocenteg 
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without i itimate Children , he left the 
eben War eine toed the ad af hat Name, whofe 
entures isignorantof. 
“Tr The Sond Part of this Work contains the Genea- 
ef all the Peers or Lords of England, who conftirute 
the Hi Houfe of Parliament, and which the Author 
ranks into five different Clafles ; Dukes, Marquiffes, Earls, 
Vifcounts and Barons. He remarks shat thefe Titles are 
purely Honorary, and bring nemher Offices, nor Lands, 
nor Jurifdictions with chem. The King giveth them to 
whom he pleafes ; but having once given them. they de- 
fcend to the Heirs Males, who cannot be deprived of 
them, -but for the Crime ot Felony: and the Parliament 
muft judge them. The Number of thefe Peers 1s not yet 
regulated, there are more at this day than ever there 
were; tho’ the Ancient Families are moftly excnd. 
But the Reader may eafily fec that we capnot enter vpon 


thefe particulars. 


Prattical Difeowr{es upon feveral Divine Subjelts. Written by 
John Norris, M. A. Reéfor of Newton St. Loe, near 
Bath , and late Fellow of All-Souls College in Oxford. 
London, Printed for Samuel Manthipat the Black Bull 
near tht Royal Exchange, 1691. 


HE Learned Author of thefe Polite Difcourfes, tells 
us in his Preface, that fince the Publication of 
his Difcourfe upon the Beatitudes, he was importun'd 
by feveral worthy Perfons, ro communicate fome more of 
his Praétical Difcourfes, and chat partly to fatishe them, 
and partly for the general Advantage he was perfuaded 
to make a {crutiny among his Papers, and to pick out a 
fer of fuch Difcourfes as are of the moft Praétical compo- 
fure. . And it were to be wifht the Author would take 
another review of his Papers, that the Publick might yet 
reap more Advantage from his Pious and Rational Dif- 
courfes. He isnot infenfible how well the prefent Age 1s 
furnifhed with things of this Kind : But on the other 
hand, he fays, that it’s Neceflities are as great and greater 
than its Supplies. And he thinks that if there were a 
Choice Collection made of our Englifh Sermons, it might 
deferve'a place in our Libraries among the choiceft Cu- 
riofities there; and that our of them might be formed 
the beft Body of Divinity both for the Rational and Per- 
fuafive part, thatis inthe World, Thothis worthy Au- 
thor might well have forbore a fevere Refle€&tion he has 
there againft Diffenters. I will not fay that the Author's 
words do indicate fuch aPerfonas the Apoftle {peaks of 
that Preaches felf, or party more than Chrift. Bur this I 
may be bold to fay, thar it is much more for the Publick 
Advantage to lay afide that humour of upbraiding others, 
and to try if our Wounds may be healed by Lenitives, 
which We have too long in vain tried to Care by Cor- 
rofives, 

But to proceed tohis Book; It confifts of Ten Difcour- 
fes upom excellent Subjects. The firft is a Difcourfe con- 
cerning Worldly and Divine Wifdom, on Luke 16. 8. 
where he premifes chat of all the Follies incident to Man- 
kind, none more needs our Pity and Admiration, than 
an ill-timed,mifplaced or difproportioned Wifdom. And 
he fays the thorough Fool is not fo great a Prodigy as the 
half-wife Man. A mif-conducted Wifdom is of two forts : 
A Propofal of a wrong End, or an Undue Profecution of 
aright one. And tho he fays "tis a great Folly co pro- 
pofe a rt yi yet ‘ds a much greater folly to Es 
pofe aright End, and not profecute it vigoroufly: fince 
m the former cafe there is lefs Light than in the lacter ; 
and therefore the folly of not wie §. good Cate 
hy tae cea grt needs be the heighth of folly. 

This being premifed, he fays there is fomething im- 
plied in the Es, and (omething dire@ly ajeted: 

‘Tisimplied, 1. That there is a fore of 
Children of this World, or that make the good 
World their End, He fays truly, that “dis ftrange thae 
there fhould be fach, and that it fhould be lookr upon 
as firange and preter-pacural as a Stones hanging in the 
Air, fince chac is as proper a Boundary fora Stone, as 
the World is for aSoul. But how Irrational foever it is 
for a Soul to a& thus, yet he fhews chat there are fuch 
ee Tae are from the oe bry 
Ani b & grea ing Principle 0 
World. And thig is not Matrer of Pragtice only, 
fome the Ancient Phi exprefly 
that the of Man lics in the Good of i 
in the Pleafure of the grofler fences. Thus 


ding to fome Epicarys, whofe Errors he briefly 


He likewife proves it from Scripture, viz. Job 21. 2 
Pfal. $2.8. and other places. pret te 
2. *Tis implied, that as there are Children of this 
World, fo there are, though far inferiour in number, 
the Children of Light; whofe Minds are more Lllumi. 
nated, and look beyond the Material World. This many 
do in Profeffion, as al] Chriftians, who are therefore call’d 
the Children of Light : Others in Reality, as all that live 
truly by Faith. 
ut 3. ‘Tisimplied that the Children of this World 
do not a& according to the meafures of true Wifdom. 
They think themfelves Wife, and are generally accoun- 
ted fo: But whatever be the Opinion of Men, the Apo- 
file tells us, Tie Wifdom of this World is Foolijbnefs with 
Ged. And if fo, to be fure it’s Foolifhnefs in it felf; 
fince the Intclle& of God is the meafure of Truth. Nor 
are thofe Men accounted Fools by the Scripture only, 
but by Reafonalfo: For how cam they be called Wife, 


‘ who are out in the firft point of Wifdom, the chufing of 


a right end ? 

He next proceeds to the thing aflerted, viz. That th- 
Children of this World are wifer in their Generation 
than the Children of Light: That 3s, that though* the 
have propofed a wrong end, yet they profecute ir wish 
more agreeable Means, and with more cunning and di- 
ligence than they who have propofed a right one. 

This he makes appear, 1. Antecedently by confi- 
dering what grounds of probabiliry there are it fhouid 
be fo, as, 1. Thatthey muft be fuppofed to fet the fame 
value upon their falfe end as the others on their true. 
2. Though thefe twoends in themfelves confidered are 
alike valued by both, yet one of the Scalesmay and will 
receive fome Moments of Advantage more than the other. 
As, 1. The good things of this World are prefenr, thofe 
of the other remote and diftartt. 2. The good things of 
the World are not only prefent,but fure and certain as to 
us: Our Senfes inform us of them, whofe Teftimony we 
feldom reje&, 3. They ftrike more upon our fenfes. 
From thefe and fuch other advantages ’cis probable, that 
thofe who have erred fo as to make the VVorld their 
End will be Jike to love ic more intenicly, and value it 
more highly than the Children of Light do theirs, which 
wants thefe fenfible Endearments, 

2. He briefly compares each of their proceedings ro- 
gether: As, 4. VVe find by Experience thac the Men 
of this VVorld prefer their fecular Intereft above al] o- 
ther things, and that in every AGion of their Life. Buc 
how few, ifany of the Children of Light do always fo. 
2. As they will {pare no pains, fo they will lofe no time 
or opportunity for fecuringit. But how flack are many 
of the Children of Light asto theirs, when we may fee 
not a few procraftinate their Repentance from day to 
day, though they can’e promife themfelves to live an hour 
longer. 3. As * an will let flip no advantage of acdvan- 


cing their Fortunes, and of providing agaiutt a wer day. 

Buc are the Children of Light, fo careful as toncgl& no 

helps thatmay further them in the attainmeng of their 

great end: Or fo Fs valgus as to forecaft for the future? 
u 


4. They are careful to avoid all occafions of lofsand da- 
mage. But do the Children of Light take the fame care 
to avoid all appearances of evil, all fpiritua! Dangers, 
and all occafions and temptations of finning againft God ? 
And he concludes this Difcourfe with a feafonable Exe 
hortations to Chriftians ‘0 endeavour to acquit them- 
felves better in this poinr. 

_ His fecond Difcourfe is concerning Righteous and Un- 

rightcous Judgment, on Fobn7.24. Not to infift on 
his Introductory Difcourfe, he limits his Difcourfe to thefe 
four particulars. 
_ 1+ He enquir@ what it isin general to judge accord- 
ing to appearance: And this he fays is to affirm or deny 
one thing of another upon the reprefentation of certain 
Arguments or Motives to Believe, Think, or tobe aflured 
that a thing is fo upon fach and fuch grounds. 

2. He enquires whether all judging according to 
appearance be coped to judging righteous Judgment, 
and confequently here forbidden ; but it being (0 plain 
to the contrary, 
_ 3. He enquires which ic is that is fo. And, 1. To 
judge illof a Man upon clear and full Evidence, is not 
that Judging which is here forbidden, as ed to 
Righteous Judgment: Nay "tis the moft righteous Judg- 
ment that can fince *tis the due ufe of our a 
Faculty. 2. To judge ill ofaMan upon fach a concur- 
ar oe Circnmfiances rhage up what we call 

oral Demonftration, is not judging according to 
appearance chat is here coadeaned ok is not to fuf- 
pes ill of a Perfon upon confiderable Signs and or 
Cos 


flances, that is, upon foch-as would determine my Opi- 
nijon upon any other Matter wholly indifferent, where I 
am aleogether free from prejudice to have it thus. or o- 
therwife. To nce abfolutely and pe orily in 
fuch cafe, would be a degree of Cenforioufnets, -exclu- 
five both of Chariry and: Prudence: Buta bare fufpicion 
js warrantable oh fach grounds, and cohfiftent with the 
higheft Charity and’ Prudence. But he proceeds to 
fhew when we do*judge unrighteous Judgment, siz. 
1. VVhenever we take up an ill Opinion of a Man rafhly 
and faddenly, and at dafh prick him down for a 
Knave, without fo much as giving Our felves the Trouble 
of enquiring into the Merits of the Caufea: 2. VVhen 
though we do confider and make fome enquity, into the 
Caafe, and withal findfome ground and foundation for 
ani}! Judgment, yet'we conclude beyotid the force -of 
the Premifes, and give a peremptory fehtence, where 
there are grounds for no higher an Ailent, than Opi- 
nionor Sufpicion. 3. VVhen we conceive an ill Ap- 
prehenfion of a Perfon from one or two fingle Inftances 
without confidering the general tenour of his Converfa- 
tion. 4. VVhenever ourill Opinion of a Man is built 
upon fuch poor and flight appearances as would not be 
fufficient to determine us in any ether Matter where we 
are indifferent and difinterefted. 

4: He proves the Reafonablencfs and Equity of the 
Precept; whichhe does by fhewing that the contrary 
1. Proceeds from an ill Principle; as it argues 
that we are confcious of fome inward bafenefs in our 
felves, which makes us fo prone to fufpe& the fame in 
others. 2. That the confequences of this rafh judging 
are as bad as its principle. He that judges rafhly often 
muft needs incur that VVoe pronounced by the Prophet 
apainft them that call evil good, and good evil. By 
this means we fhall both mifs-rate perfons and things : 
And by this means private Grudges will be entertain’d, 
and open Quarrels broached, Mens AfieGions alienated, 
and the Bands of Friendfhip unryed., And in the laft 
place they that accuftom themfelves.to this rafh Judg- 
ment, will proceed fromcenfuring the AGions of Men 
to queftion and condemn the Difpenfarions of Provi- 
dence. 

His third Difcourfe is concerning Religious fingularity 
from Ror. 12. 2. In the words he confidefsa fappofition 
andacaution. The fuppofition is twofold, That. the 
gerieral Courfe of the VVorld is very bad. This he 
proves by a DeduGion from its very beginning tll our 

time. HereI cannot but take notice of ano- 
*P.8;. ther paflage of chis Authors. * ‘ What ftrain- 
ing about the Gnat of a Ceremony with thofe who 
‘s gam in the mean while (wallow down profitabje abominations. 
This Gentleman might have forbore this Expreflion upon 
the ame account we faid formerly, viz. for rather en- 
deavouring ro narrow as) widen our Breaches, But 
much more ( excepra Man will needs be fo taken up in 
fpying. out the More: if his: Neighbours Eye, that he 
cinnoror will potfee a Beam in his own ) fince itis not 
unknown tothe VVorld that none are grearer . Patrons of 
Immorality ‘than fome Bigots who are fo. far from flraining 
at the Gust of @ Ceremonps that they ave ready to devour all 
that will not {wallow them. His fecond fappofition is, chat 
we are naturally apt co follow that which is moft prevail- 
ing: And that for one of two Reafons, . Either becaufe 
we think rhe generafitythas the right on its fide : Or if 
we do think they are in the wrong, yet we are loch to 
venture the Charge of Singularity, and withal fancy that— 
there isfomething of Safety and Excufe.in. Numbers and 
Mulrirades. He nexeproceedsto hts Caution, and pre- 
mifes two things concerming irs Limits and. Meafures. 
1. Thar this Caationis not forigoroully co besunderftood 
as if we were not to yieldfome Compliance and Confor- 
mity with the Hamours and. Difpofitions of thofe with 
whem. we converfe. Nor, 2. As if we were. for- 
hidden to Conform to the feveral Indifferent Modes. of 
Ages or Countreys, whether Religious or Civil, His 
Caution is that we donot follow the general pradice of 
the VVorid, as to actions of a Moral Nawre.;,and that for 
thefe Reafons.. 1. Becaufe this is not .fuch a VVorld as 
we may fafély imitate. 2. Becaufe by fo doing we: fhall 
firengrhen the caufe pf wickednefs, and give it fertlement 
and perpetuity. And,:3. Becanfe, both the Preceptsand 
the Rewards of our Religion require a ver different 
Methodcf Life from wharis ordiparily praciied, And, 
4. Becaufe in-our Bapriim we have sepounce d, it with all 
irs Pomps and Vanities... And the better.t0 cicourage us 
so undertake chis Religions fi ys he acds, two Serip- 


ete 


and /Nogh. which. we ; 
ich RofleGions. 


thewhole. i. That the Meafures of Ri 5 
are not always to be concluded from the ee eree 
jority. 2. Thar thofe that have a Majority for their 
Way ought netto think their Caule the bereer for that. 
3- Thatthe Cenfure of PrecifenefS and fingularity-which 
the Men of this WVorlil charge good Men with, and 
ee of them on that account are extreamly.ab- 
nrd. :. : 

His fourth Difcourfe is concerning the Excellency 
Praife and Thank{piving on Pfal. pe 3. where he hitte 
upon thefe things. 1, That the moft principal and moft 
acceptable part of Religion confifis in Praife aud Thankf- 
giving: VVhere he‘compares ir with all other Duties, 
and givesit the preheminence. 2. He confiders what — 
things we are concerned chlefly tochank Ged for, a 
mong which he particularly infifts upon that Providential 
Difpofal of Men in fuch ourward Conditions and Cir- - 
cumftances of Life, as may be of advantage to further 
their Erernal Intereft. VVhere he takes notice of avery 
Ingenious Gentleman that makes that Grace of God 
whereby he conduGs Men to Holinefs and Happinefs ro 
be nothing ¢lf¢ but only ahappy train or difpofition of 
External Circumftances. As fuppofe a Man falls into 
fome. fmart AffliGion tat works Ses into a rendernefs of 
Mind, and while he is inthis cafe he meess with a 
Book, which ftill carries him forward ; after this he 
getsinto good Company, where this Dilpofition receives 
further Improvement, and fo on, Thothe Author cannot 
agree with this Gehtleman that Divine Grace is nothi 
elfe but a courfe of well laid Circum‘tances, yet he 
thinks that the outward Ciréumflances ofthe Life have a 
great ftroke upon the Moral Conduct of it. 3. He brief. 
ly reprefents to us that the Circumftances of our Life are 
fuch. And in the laft place he infers thence, That we 
are therefore highly obliged to the Duty of Praife and 
Thankfgiving. 

His fifth Difcourfe is of the Import ofa Religious Life, 
confidered from the happy Conclufion of it, on Pfai. 
37:38. The words are naturally refolved into thefe three 
confiderations, which he makes the fubje@ of the fol- 
lowing Difcourfe. 1. That Peace at the laft is more to 
be valued than anyof the Temporary Pleafures of fin. 
2. Thatagood Life, which the Pfalmift -here 
by keeping Innocency, and taking heed to the thing chat 
i right, will c ly bring a Man this peace at laft. 
3 t therefore it highly concerns every Man to keep 
i , and to take heed to the ching that is right; in 
ohne wor 9 to live well, 

And he reduces ali to this Practical Syllogifm ! That 
which will bring a Man peace at the laft is to be chiefly 
minded and heeded: But a Life of Piety and Virtue 
will bring a Man peace ar the Jaft. Therefore a Life of 
Piet Virtue is to be chiefly minded and moft dili- 
gently heeded, But I cannot infift upon his sagen, 
menton thefe particulars, and therefore pals on to hi 


fixth. 
6. Difcourfe of Heavenly Mindedne&.on Phil, 3. 30° 


In difcourfing on which words he fhews, 3 
r. VVhatitis to. have our Converfation in. Heaven 


He obferves thac Heaven here may be underflood cither 
more largely forthe ftate of the other Life ingeneral, in 


Oppofitionto-this. Or more ftrictly for thar fpecial and 
cman of it,.Glory and Happine& If it be 
con 


in the former fenfe, to haye our Converfation 
tality, that we are Cicnzcns of another VVorld, and 
‘mutt fhortly 
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the beft Pr - 
. "Tis a di 
plesfare anit fatistaGison of any in the World. And he 
conclades with two words to the Senfualift, and an Ex- 
hortation to perfwade usto it. 1 
His feveoch Difcourte is of fubmiffion to Divine Provi- 
dence, 00 Join 18.11. He refolves thefe words into 


wo P. . 

1. Thar every Affliction that befalls Man is difpenfed to 
him by theHand of Providence, which is intimated in chefe 
words, TheCup which my Father bas given mt. Where he 
infifts apon Gods Providence at large, fhewing that no- 
ching comes co pafs here without it: And he at the fame 
time takes notice of Epicurus idle Dream which over- 
turns che Providence of God, and briefly refutes ir. 

2. That therefore he ought to fabmit ro it with all 
Patience, Meeknefs, Contentednefi and Refignation of 
Spirit, intimated in the laft Claufe, Shall Inot drink it ? 
And befides the Example of our Blefled Lord, which of 
it felf isenough ro perfwade us to it, it will appearif we 
confider fome of the Excellent Attributes ard Perfections 
of God, viz. his Sapreme Dominion, his Self-fufficiency, 
his Infinite VVifdom,Goodnefs, and his Paternal Relation 
tous :AJl which he infifts on‘at Jarge,but we muft leave ir, 
and pafs on to 

His eighth Difcourfe concerningthe Folly of Covetouf- 
nefs, on d uke 12.20. From the words he obfervcs, 

1. How vaftly different the Judgment of God is from 
that of Men. Which he inftaaces in a great many par- 
ticulars we cannot infift upon. 

2. Hence inthe fecond place he confiders the great 
Folly of what God here condemnsasfuch. And here be 
1. Refle&ts upon the Folly of Sin in general, which he 
makes appears diflin&ly from the confideration of thefe 
tworhings ; 4. The Alfardiry and Madnefs of the choice 
which every Sinner makes. 2. The Error and Mifiake 
that meft neceffarily precede in his Judgment before he 
makes it. 2. He refle&s on the Folly of Covetoufeets in 
particular, Where amongft many ocher chings he has 
this Ingenious Remark. That the Coverous Man places 
his Epd in the meaneft things, and fo is guilty of all the 


common Folly and Abfurdity of thofe who place their 
Happinefs in any of the good things of this World; *on- 
“ ly there is this one peculiat aggravation on his fide, 
“ chat whereas the Ambirions Man, tho” he makes Ho- 
**nour and Preferment his Happinets, yet he enjoys ic 


“« when he has it; and fo does the Voluptuary his Plea- 
“ {ures ; and by this means tho’ they lofe their true End, 
“yer they have fomething in Exchange. In the mean 
“time the Coverous Wretch, tho’ he makes Wealth his 
“ End, yex he when he has it enjoys Irmo more thanhe 
“ did whenit lay hid in the Bowels of the Earth, and {o, 
* goes to the Devil for sotbing. For nothing, did I fay? 
“ Tis worfe than fo, for rho’ he has nothing of the &x- 
<< joyment, yet he won'e bare himifelf an Ace of the Treu- 
« blz, bur endures all the Pain and Anxiety, that careful 
“ Days and fleeplefs Nights can give, and fo has his Hell 
« here and hereafter too. He fays that CoveroufnietS is a 
Vice of this Peculiar Quality from all others, to be ‘then 
moft ftrong and prevailing when there is leaft caufe tor 
it and feaft Temptation co it: For Men are 
then moft Coverous: 1. When they havemolt Wealth, 
which one would think fhould be the proper Cure of Co- 
vetoufnefs as a full Draught of Water is of Thirft. 
2. When they have leaft time. When Men are in ‘the 
Mortiing of their Life, and have a profpe& of many years 
before them, they have then fame Temptation to be'Go- 
verous, and fomerhing to plead for their bemg fo, eonfi- 
dering the many contingencies of Humane Life. “Bar 
when the day of Life is tar fpemt, and the mphr is ac 
hand, then one would think’ one fhould have little heart 
to be Coverous ; and yer then is the time when Men are 
moft of all fo.” dale 
Risnifth Difcourfe is concerning the Confideration of 
God, and of the Divine Prefence, on Pfal. 16.9. On 
the words he handles chefe rwo dings. 


fore us as the Supream Good; this we do when 
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not by way 
relation to our » thereare three very- excellent 
waysof ferrimg God before us. 2. Wemay fet God be. 
vhen we contem- 
place the Nawral and Abfolure Perfection of his Effence, 
that untverial Pienitude of his. whereby he conrzigs aij 
thar is good, lovely and excelient., 2. Wemay fer-God 


before us as a Pattern; thiswe do when we contemplate 


the Moral Nature of God, thofe imitable Perfections of 
his, which anfwers to thofe good Difpofitions he re. 
guires of us, ‘aad contribute alfo to work in us by the 
Graces of his oly Spirit. 3. We may fet God be. 
fore us as an@bferver, when we confider him. as beiug 
effentially prefent in all Places, and with all Creatures, 
Tho he will not enter here intoa anice Difquifition con- 
cerning Gods Omniprefence, yet left this fering of God 
before us fhouldbe thought Imaginary, he remarks by 
the way, ‘thac’fis every whit asreafonable 6 think the 
Effence of God to be every where as to be always, and 
that Immenfity 1sas, rational as Ecernicy. 

2. He repreicots the many and great advantages of 
fe tting God always before us, and, I. As the Supream Be. 
ing. 4. There is no means fo efied&ual to kindle, en- 
creafe, and keep alive in us the Heavenly and Divine 
Fire of Loverto God, as to fet God always before us as 
the Supream Being. 2. Setting God before us as the 
Supream Being contributes both to convince as of the 
Worlds Vanity, and to fupport us under that ConviGion. 
g. It is alfo ageneral Remedy againft all other trouble 
and fadnefs, as againft that which arifes from a Conviction 
of the Worlds Vanity. II. By fercing him befote us as a 
Pattern; 1.1¢ would incline us ftrongly to endeavour to be 
like him. 2. It would be apt to remove from us ail 
fervile Fear, and to in{pirit as with a gencrous and in- 
genuous Principle of ferving God. 3. It would Ye a 
Soveraign Remedy againft Hypocrifie. Lif. The ierring 
him before us asan Odferver may be feen advanageous 
on a double account. 

ainft fm: For as fin inits formal Nature is an averfion 
trom God, fo the caufe of all fin does at laft re(aive inm 
forgetfulness of him, and a Non-confideration of his 
prefence and infpeftion. 2. This Practice is alfo a ge- 
neral Incicement to all that is good. 

His laft Difcourfe is concerning the doing Gods Will 
on Earth as itis in Heaven, on Mat. 6-10. Where he 
enquires of what Will of God, ovr Lord is to be there 
underftood. 2. By whom itis done in Heaven. 3. Af. 
ter what manner it is there done. 4. How far we are co 
imitate this great Pacron of Obedience. 5. How reaton- 
able it ts for us todo fo. 

1. By VVill here cannot be meant that which is a 
Faculty in the Divine Effence. Nor are we thereby to 
underftand the A& of Willing: Buc the will we pray for 
here isthe res volita, or the ObjeG& of the Divine Will: 
And this is twofold ; of his Will Decreeing, or of his Will 
commanding: And ‘tis generally held that both are to be 
underftood here. But the Author Ingenioufly remarks 
that hecan’t fee how the Will decreeing car be under- 
flood, fince that is already as fully pertortied here as 
it isin Heaven; This therefore can’t be mearic any far- 
ther than as ‘tisa part of the Will of his con:mands: thar 
we fhould fubmit to them and acquiecice in them. Nor 
is this ftriétly intended, but only by way of Proportion, 
thar as the whole Will of God which is capable cf being 
done in Heavett fhould be done there: So a!! chat is 
_capable of being done in Earth fhould be doce there. 

_ 2. By whom the Wil! ofGod 4s to be done in Heaven 
1s plain, fince it cannot be done by God him{elf no more 
than he can obey himfelf: Nor can it be done by the 
Celeftial Bodies, fince being Neceflary, or rather Unm- 
telligent Agents (if they fhould nor rather be call d Pa- 
tients ) they cannot yieldamy Moral and Acceptabie.O- 
bedience. ft remains cherefore that it muft be dose by 


more particularly as to 

They do i with great 
- 2 Their Obedience is Uniform 
perform ic-with great’Con- 
flancy 


ste only; but alfoby,way of @bj264. Im 


1. Icis a general Counrercharm a- 


+ 
am 


x 


fleace, fachas admits not the leaft i ion. He 
fhess vrhac Emprovement we fhould make ot theft Spe- 
calations..1. That ai ee the fame’-improvement of 
jx, as the Pfalmift, Pfal. 104. 4, viz, Blefs and Prat the 
te a. Tf see to Siract. doasigee pated 
Beaury of the Rambow, caule only by various Reflegti- 
ons and Refraétions of the Globules Of the fecond Ele 
ment, how much mor¢ for thefe great Mafter-pieces of 
his Arr. 2. We may be camtioned hence againft that Vo- 
luntary Humility, as the Apoftie-fpeaks, in Nebo in 
Angels. 3. We have hers an excellent Anridore apain 
Pride, which is a littlene(s of Mixd that avifes from oye Ipite- 
vance of the World about'ws, as well as of our felves, and con- 
fequently is beft cured by the Excellencies 
that are above us, 4. We may learn hence fo ro feat the 
Devil, as fo look upon him asa confidcrable Adverfary , 
and nor to be fecure in our beft condition, fince he is an 
Angel ftill. Laftly, we are’ ro imitaredll the Moral and 
Imitable Excellenciesof the poad’Angéls which leads to 
the fourth thing. - . 

4+ That our imtitarionts in fome meafire required is 
certain , otherwife our Lord would not have raught ys to 
pray for it. But che Queftion is how far? In anfwer 
whereto, he obferves that the Obedience of Angels may 
be confidered either Intenfively or Extenfively.cither with ret- 
pe& co the At, or withretpet tothe Obje& ; which laft 
may be coniidered either of the kinds of Good,or of the 
the feveral degrees in cach Kind. ‘This premiféd, he an- 
(wers: Firft, That we are vot obliged to the Inrénfenefs of 
Angelical Obedience; this he fays, we are nor obliged to 
do, becaufe “tis not among the thingsthat are in our Pow- 
er ; this being tobe parc of our reward after, cannot be 
our Duty here. ‘Nor are we obliged to ferve God always 
with equal heights of Devotion, and with an Uniform fer- 
vency of Mind: Since our Saviour himfelf praid at fome 
times more fervently, than at others. 2. As to the excenfive 
Obedience, if it be confidered in the firft fence with refpea 
tothe kinds‘ of good, we are bound certainly to have our 
Obedience as Exrenfive as theirs, being bound to obey the 
whole will of God, Butif the Extenfivenefs of Angeli- 
cal Obedience, be confidered with refpe& to the feveral 
Degrees , fo wearenotrocome up to the Obedience of 
Angels. There is yer anorher way of confidering exren- 
fivenc& , viz. withfefpe& to continuance, ths 1s called 
Perfeverance, of cotftancy of Obedience. Now as'to 
the Meafures of our Obedience tothis, we are ro confi- 
der the Gofpel asa Law, and asa Covmmant; if we con- 
fider itas a Covenant, weare’not obliged tm a conftant , 
atid aif the wayalong continued Obedietice, for ic isnor 
uninterrupted, butonly final perfeverancé , that is, the 
condition of the Covengur. Butif we confider it as a 
Law, we are notonly obligedro a final, but to an unin- 

ted Perfeverance. . 

, nie proceeds to fhew the reafonablenefs of it, which, 
a3 ‘being in it felf foevidenr, he does nor enlarge up- 
otf, nor fhall we meddle with it, having been too prolix 
already. — , 


—_— 


ifcout(es an Sicknefs and Recovery in feveral Stre 
eicsitrae Hath lately Preached in a Congregation in Lon- 
don: By Timothy Rogers, M. A. after bis Recovery from 
aSicknefs of near two years Continuance, London, Printed 
for Tha. Parkhurft, at the Bible and three Crowns at the 
Powe End of Cheap-fide , Jonathan Robinfos at the 
Golden Lyon in Pat “Charchyard, and John Dunton at 


the Raven in f Poultrey, 8 p. 277- 


‘He Author’ of thefe Sermons , who is a very inge- 
t nious Genrleman of great sh a wa 
ion , ecovery after two years | 

Neary nckned , Eat himfelf obliged to commemo- 

rate the Mercy ot God to him ( in delivering him in a 

manner Miraculoufly from his Malady after the Fruitleé 

Atrempts of many Phyficians of great Note to reftore 

him ) in the Affemblies of his People , on thefe words, 

Pfal, 30- 3-4: O'Lord thou haft brought up my Soul the 
Grave, &c. Sing wnto the Lord, O ye Sain $ of 

be thanks at the remembrance of bis Holinefi, They 

piahenrg not ‘only ‘for, perfons ‘iin his Cafe , bur for all 
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iat co theDeople for thie dae im in Hain 


he raifes thefe two Obfervations from the Word# 


1. That God alont iy ‘the Sovevates Di ¢ ata Death. 
2. That to be 4 from Ho a baeey one 


te be acknowiedged , and for which, eB fidh ws 2b 
pngbt to beverythanifyl. The former Propofition he proves 
by Gods care over the mearieft of ‘his Creatures in all 
their: Cafes and Exigences ; and theif neceflary Depen- 
dance on his influxes: But he f¥¢ thit this Dominion of 
God over the Livesof Men, appears in, thefe tivo things : 
1. Inthe large diflerenée which his Providerice makes 
among thoft perfons whofe outward Ci-cumftances feem 
to be much alike. 2. In ordering rhe different Seafons 
and Times of theit Death. From thence he draws feve- 
ral very ufeful Inferences , as1, That then the beftSers 
vice Friends can do a fick Perfon’, isto recommend him 
to God. 24 That there is great Reafon to Fear and Re- 
verence God. 3. That wharever Sicknef or Diftrefs be- 
fall us, it is highly reafonable we ‘Thould fubmit our 
felves to this God, who brings to’ Death, and back again. 
4. That therefore we fhould not put too great Truft of 
Corfidence ur Phyficians ; where after the acknOwledg- 
ment of the greatSkill and Paios of his Phyficians, he 
Attributes his Delivery wholly ta God. 

The Latter Obfervation he "proves ‘frorh feveral -Rea- 
fons ; as, 1. Becaufé Lite is the deareft' of our Blefhinigs. 
2. Becaufe, when a Man dies , “tisto him a3 an énd of 
alg World, 3. Becaufé when we di¢, our Everiafting 
Stafe isto be Determined. And concludes his firft Ser- 
mon with a pertinent Refl: tion on the feveral défigns of 
his Hearers, 

In the fecond Sermon he proceeds to a fourth Reafon ; 
Becaufe by that means, a Man has a longer time to pre- 
pare for another World, Which is a great Mercy upon 
4 twofold account. 1. Becaufe of the fmall acquaintance 
that we have with the future State, and the necefliry we 
are under, to get as lively Apprehenfions of it as we can. 
2. Becawfe wecan die but once , and on the well or ill 
doing of it, depends our Happinets or Mifery. 3. Be- 
caufe they that are brought up from the Grave, have 
more opportupity to be ferviceable to the Glory of God, 
and to be ufeful in the World. 1. He may do good to 
others. 2. To himielf. His laft Reafon 38, chat there 
afe feveral Circumftances that may heighten'the kindnefs 
of being brought from the Grave, and which fhould ren- 
der us more thankful for ir. 

Having thus proved his fecond Obfervation , he dedu- 
ces feveral ufeful Tnftances from it : As 1. If being broughe 
troth rhe Grave be fo great a Mercy , then whar caufe 
have thofe to be thankful who are delivered fo as never 
to be in danger of dying any more, and he concludes 
his fecond Sermon with no lefs pleafant than profitable 
Refle&ions on the Blefied Stare of the Saints above, who 
are exempted from thofe Miferies this Life is Subjeé& 
to. 

Inhis third Sermon, he proceeds to his fécond Infe- 
rence , if deliverance from the Grave be fo great a Mer- 
cy ; what cavfe Have they to be chankful, that are deli- 
vered from a Death of Sin; and he evinces from hence, 
that fince the Soul is of infinite more value than the Bo- 
dy, thofe Mercies that are deceflary forits happinefs,muft 
need be far more valuable than any of thofe that concern 
the Body, A third inference is , thar long Life in it felf 
isa Blefling , for which we may very lawfully pray. Bue 
he qualifies our Prayers in this refpe& with two things, 
I. With greac Submiffion to Gods Will» 2. In defiring 
it, we muft propole to our felves grear and honourable 
Ends, viz, dat we may do him more fervice in Gv rGe- 
neration, And apfwers an Obj-ion againft Praying 
for long Life , fince ir is already ‘detertmined, by retort- 
ing it on our éating and drinking to preferve our Life 
notwithftanding we know our days are numbred , a 
that ( we cannot thereby lengthen our Lives. 4: He alfo 
infers , thacthen itis a very evil ane | or 

And 4 Meaghan 5 ie : ron 

ftly, fince the being brought 'y 
ec petey, how great 4 Mercy ie Health, when the re- 

oration of it is fo great a Mercy, and fo much to be ac- 
knowledged., ‘ 


‘to Wi 
. he Sin. And 
Grave, is a 


member 
fery 


” L. Wemuft remember them with an Admiration of 
fhould be fo good to us. And he menti- 
page ead atkess admire his goodaefs , 
x. The infinite Diftance that is betwixt him and us ; 


"1 When we are delivered from the Grave , we muft 


emember that Deliverance, fo as to excite our felves to 
more Fervour and Aficftion: And with very great Since- 


yl. Anothér Improvement we ought tomake of be- 
ing delivered from the Grave , is to yield Obedicnce to 
chat God that has delivered ws: And that upon a double 
account. 1. Becaufe if we negle& ic, ic will aggravate our 
afcer-fins, and make them more finfai. 2. It may pro- 
voke God to bring upon us more heavy Judgments chan 
we have yet felt. 

IV. Another way to improve fuch a Mercy, is by cruft- 
ing him for the time to come. é 

V. That wo ftill preferve thofe ferious thoughts which 
he had when we were near che Grave. , 

VI. That we preferve all thofe things that in oumall- 
firefs we refolved to do. 

VII. That after we are brought up from the Grave , 
thar new Life char God has given us, may fhine with all 
thofe good things which our former Life was deftitute 


‘VIII. That we by all means fee that fo fore an Affliétion, 
and fo greata Deliverance may be SanGified to us. He 
concludes his fourch Sermon, with fhewing the Advanta- 

would accrue to us by fo doing. 

1X. And Serm. V. To take heed that we do not over- 
much value our Bodie:: But look uponthem as ftill ob- 
noxious to great pains, that this may abate our too 
great Indulgence to them. And that I. We ufe a great 
Moderation in all thofe Accommodations that relate only 
to them. And that we ufe great Moderation in cur Appa- 
rel. IJ. That we do not provoke God to cutoff our Life 
And tothis end. 1. Beware of all gluttonous excefs in 
what we eat and drink. 2. Avoid all afxious Fears, all 
inward fretting and Difcontenr, all foolifh Anger, Envy 
and the like Paffions. 3, That our Lives be laid ont for 
his Glory. III. That we live much in a little time, i. ¢. 
that how fhort foever our time be, that we ferve God 
with the utmoft Vigour and Diligence ; Androexcie us 
to be the more careful in improving of our Sicknefs, he 
adds thefe three Confideration:. 1. How many are dead 
fince you were firft ill? 2. This improvement will exempt 
us from their number, who in ftead of being better , 
area great deal worfe when brought outof Diftrefs, chan 
before. And, 3 Ir may engage God to prolong our 
time ro an Honourable Old Age. 

He next proceeds briefly to fpeak to the fourth Verfe, 
and infifts on this Propofition ; That he char has received 
wonderful Deliverance from Death, oughr not only to 
praife God himéelf , but to excite and call upon others to 
praife God with him. And that upon thefe following 
Accounts, I. Becaufe our Joint Praifes will warm our 
Hearts betrer than if they were fingle, Il. This mutual 
giving of Thanks, will greatly encourage others to truft 
and in God, III. fe we are by the Profeffion of 
Chriftians, ro have a Communion with one another in all 
our Profperity, and in all our Troubles, to grieve in their 
Affli@ions , and rejoice in.their Mercies. 1V. Becaufe 
"tis very delightful to God, when his Servants after the 
Receit of Megcies, joynrheir praifes together. V. Be- 
caufe the mutual praifing of God, is a remembrance of 
Heaven. And he concludes the whole wich chaniful, ac- 
knowledgments of Gods Mercy to him, and craving the 

affiftance in praifing God, who had 0 graci 
delivered him in anfwer co their Prayers: Wij 
mentioning feveral {pecial Mercies which rhofe that are 
recovered enjoyed beyond other:,which called for {pecial 
praifing of him. 


Toe Life and Death of the Reverend Mr, John Eliot, who was 
the firft Preacher of the Gof to the Indians in America, 
an Account of the wondn ful s which the Gofpel 4 


ait. 


bad among the Heathen in that part of the World: A 
the many Brange Cuftoms of th Pogta Indicte 


rs 


Cored. on Pristed for john Dunton, 
ven 4athe. Poulaey., 1691. pag. 138. 


He Author of this Hiftory, prefixes two Prelimina- 
ries 10 it 5 che firftof Mr. Elliots Birch, Age and 
Family : He was borin Exgland, but the Author does 
not remember in what Town, nor does he chink it Mate, 
rial. He went to New-England with other Godly Men 
that laid the. firft, Foundations of a remarkable Coun. 
trey, devoted ro the Proteftant Religion in its pureft Re- 
formation: He left behind him a Gentlewoman, whom 
he defigned to Marry , who. coming over the following 
year, he Marryed her in Oéfober 1632. fhe dyed’ but three 
or four years before him, who lived ull the eighty fixth 
year of his Age, He had fix worthy Children by her: 
His firft-born was.a Daughter, born September 19- 1633, 
who is yet alive, and Famous for her Piety and Gravity: 
His next was a Son,,Born- Agu 31. 1636, He was a 
Learned perfon, and a Lively zealous Preacher, not only 
to the Englifh, but the Indians alfo, He dyed in the Lord 
many yearsago. His thirdwas a Son Born Dicember 20, 
1638. called Fofeph, now a pious Preacher at Guilford: 
His fourth Samuel Born, June 22. 1641. But dyed young, 
though eminent for Learning and Goodneis : His fifth 
Aaron Born, February 3 5. 5845. a pious young Man, but 
dyed a Candidate, His fixth Born, Fan. 29. 1646. who 
likewife dyed young. Thefe three laft dyed before their 
Father: They all gave fach figos of their Converfion to 
Gone that they were a great Comfort to their Fa- 
ther. 

His fecond Preliminary is about his early Converfion, 
and Sacred Imployment , and removal into America, 
where the Author givesan Account, thar he was firft a 
Schoolmafter ; but finding he might be more ferviceable. 
to God in the Service of the Miniftry, he betook himfelf 
tothat. And being caft in atime when they were perfe- 
cuted here in England, he with many others, Tranfported 
themiclves into New-England, that they might have Free- 
dom of ferving God according to their Coniciences there. 
At his Arrival there, he joyned himfelf to the Church arc 
Bofton : Mr. Wilfon Paftor of that Church, being gone back 
to England, he {upplied his place during his Abfence, and 
was defigned to have been his Collegueat his return, but 
Mr. Eliot having before engaged to fome pious Friends in, 
England, tobe their Misifter, if they fhould come over, 
and they coming, he took the charge of them, who took 
up their Habitation at a Town called Roxbury. , 

Mr.Mather divides hisHiftory into three parts,in the firft 
he fpeaksof him asa Chriftian,where he fays that he was 
mightily addi&ed to, Prayer, Clofet and publick,which he 
did not perform perfunorily, but kepr his Heart ina. 
Frame for Prayer,and was continually proyoking all about 
him todofo. And as he was {peaking to.God in Prayer, 
fo he was no lefs frequentin {peaking of him; his confe 
rences were like thofe who know that.the Ear of God. 
was open to chem;he had a particular Art,of Spiritualizing 
Earthly Obje@s, and raifing high thoughts from very mean. 
things. He was a great Student of theHoly Bible: He 
every dayauted a portion of the Scripmure as an-Antidote 
againft Temptation,and recommended the fame to others. 
In a word, he lived in Heaven, while he was.on a 
Coming once toa Merchants Houle, and finding in his 
Counting-Houfe Books of Accounts only.on his Table, but 
thofe of Devotion on his fhelf, he gave , him. this adyi 
Sir > bere’s Earth on the Zable , ana, Héauer on the. ; 
pray do not fit. fo much on the Table, as altogether By “t 
the Shelf ; let not Earth by any means thruft Heaven fy 
Mind. Mr. Mather here applies go him, a Paraphra 
delivered on Our Converfationis in Haven, which for 
Cars -~. TOs, He was a fini obferver of the 

ays every. day was.a Sabbath ro him. Ans 
on othe General Ey ame : 
» Which "cwas his defire to bring the Indians into. he 
added a particular Article to jue he satan 
Day , to keep it holy as long as we five, Mr. Asather on, 
this Subje& takes occafion to vindicate the Reverend Dr, 
Owtn, ina paflage had cicaped him in, his Elaborate Ex- 
ercitations on the Lords Day, which had given offence, 19, 


feveral, and particularly to. Mr. Eliot, who had. wrote. to 


--him thereabour,. to whom the Dr. returned an an{wer » 


Gi inferts j AA 

¢ Was a great proficient in the Art of Mortification and 
was wholl alto tothe Flefh: He 3 wohl prevecin 
as to his fleep, and was fure thatit cheated him pot of his 
Ne Hours 5, and for more than twenty years. before 


he dyed, he remaved his Lodgigg into his Study, on pu 
po tht mig ey ah Mating Hur | 


making the leaft noif to thofe in his family. He was 
very temperate in his Meat, and both fatisfied’ himfelt 
with what was courfe, and took it very fparingly. And 
for his Drink, he preferred’ Water to any other, and 
moft frequently drank of it. The Luft of the Eye he 
had quite put out, He fought not great things for him- 
felf. He would not plunge himfelf in. Secular Affairs , 
but thought that a Minifter and a Market-man were ve- 
ry unfeemly. Pride of Life was moft exemplarily ex- 
tinguifht in him, His Apparel was withouc”any Orna- 
ment, fave that of Humility ; and he was a fevete Repro- 
ver of any that feemed in the Jeaft Gawdyin their Ap- 
parel. Seeing fome Scholars orice, he thought, too fum- 
pruous in their Cloaths, he accofted’ them’ with , Humi- 
liamini 5 Juvenes , bumiliamini. He declaimed mighuly 
againft long Hair, withthe great Apoftle St. Pax, 

His Charity was fingular, and his Liberality to pious 
ufes, whether publick or ‘private , much exeeéeded the 
proportion of his little Eftate’ ‘He was pitifil ‘and peacea- 
bie,patient in affliGions,and wholly refigned to the will of 
God.In fhort, Mr..Mather gives us fuch a difplay‘ofhis Ver- 
tues and Graces, that we may‘jufily reckon ‘mm a Non- 
fuch of his Age: Bue, for brevities fake, mutt pats “em 
by, and proceed to his Second Part, which confiders him 
as a Mimifter. ) ve 

He fpent 60 years in his Miniftry, which’ he undertook 
with as right thoughts'of it, and as good ends %n it, as any 
man in our days was ated With, He looked upon the 
Charge of a Minifter, to be a very hard work, and no 
lefs ‘than a Cal! from God would have made him accept 
it. He wasone that was undoubtedly in a ftate of Rege- 
neration himfelf; And he had alfo a great ftock of Learn- 
ing. He was very well (cen in the Tongues, and had no 
mean: knowledge in the other Arts and Sciences, and 
made little Syftems of them for the ufe of fome Indians. 
But above all, he was moft skilful in Theology ; and he had 
this beyond a great many others, that he was Scripturarins 
Theologus, one mighty in the Word. As to the manage- 
ment of his Family, he fufficiently difcovered , that he 
was endowed with thofe Qualifications Paul requires in 
a Minifler, viz. That be be the Husband of one Wife, and one 
shat vuleth well in bis own houft, having bis Children in fubjeéti- 
on with all gravity. His Family was a little Bethel, for the 
VVorfhip of God was conftantly and exa&ly maintained 
in it: And tothe Prayers of his Family, he always pre- 
fixed the Reading of the Scripture; and he ufed to ask his 
Children their own Obfervations on fome places of it. He 
was very firi& in the Education of his Children, and 
more careful to mend any error in their hearts and lives, 
than any blemith of their Bodies: In fhore, his Houfe was 
no other than a School of piety, where one might conti- 
nually fee a mixture of Spartan and Chriftian Ditcipline. 
To his Congregation he was a Preacher, that made it his 
care to give every one their Meat in due feafon; and he 
entertained his People with folid Food, not Froth: His 
way of Preaching was fo plain, that the meaneft capa- 
cities could tufficiently underftand him, and ic was alfo 
very powerful: He was very faithful in Ay np and 
warning agaioft all manner of fin, fo that he made his 
Pulpit another Mount Sinai: and he ufeda great deal of 
fervour in his reproofs againft Carnaliry, and Lifelefinefs 
of Profeffors. There was much of Chbrift in every Sermon 
of his; and ic might be truly faid of him, what was no- 
red of Dr. Bodly that whatever Subje& he was upon, his 
Ufe of it would ftill be co drive Men to Chri. And 
*cwas his conftant advice to young Preachers , Pray let 
there be much of Chrift in-your Miniftry He liked no Preacb- 
ing but what was well ftudied, and he would very much 
commend a Sermon which had required good thinking 
and reading in the Author of it, And yet, he looked for, 
in a Sermon, fomething befide and beyond the meer ftu- 
dy of Man; he was for having the Spirit of God Breath- 
ing in it. Nor was his care dire&ted only co adult Mem- 
bers in his Churches, but he fhewed an extraordinary 
care for the Lambs in his Flock. He was very follici- 
tous of Bringing Children under the Bond of the Cove- 
nant, and ftoutly maintained Infant Baptifm, And when 
he had once Baptized Children, he did nor think, as roo 
many, his work was at an end: But was very laborious 
in Catechizing them, and fpene much time about it, both 
publick!y, and from Houfe to Houfe. [t would be almoft 
imcredibie, fayes Mr. Mather, if I fhould relare what pains 
he cook to keep up the bleffed Ecchoes of Truth, between 
himfelf, and the young le of his Congregation, and 
what prudence he ufed te: fuiting his Catechifnis to their 
Age and Strength. A third Inftance of his care toward 
Children, was his conftant refolucion and aGivity to fup- 
port a good School in the Town that belonged to him; 
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and it had this bleffled Ifue, that R-xobury has afforded 
more Seholafs for the. publick, than any Town of twice 
its bignels in New- England. He was a mighty Patron of 
Church Difcipline. So. that we may fay, 1¢ was his, as 
well as his Mafter rhe Great Ramus's et » That inthe 
Reformation of Churches to be now endeavoured, things oxgbt to 
be reduced unto the Order wherein we find them at their Primi- 
tive, Original, Apoftclical Inftitution. We was for a Mid- 
way, between Church-tyranny, and Levelling Brownifm ; 
fo as thac on the one fide, the Liberties of the people be 
not opprefied; noron the other, the Authority of the 
Elders be not rendred infignificant, but a due medium be- 
tween both. There were two things he was much for , 
and which he feared were falling in New-England ; one 
was, “ Thorough Eftabhifhimenr of Ruling Elders in the 
Church, which he thinks fufficiently watranted by the A- 
poftlés’ mention of Elders that rule well, inbo yet lxbour not in 
thé. Word and Dottrine,Hé was very defirous Of having pru- 
dent and pious Men appointed ro affift the Pa/tor, couch- 
ing Admiffion and Excliifion of Members, and infpe&tion 
into their Lives and Converfation. He was likewife fot 
frequent Synods: For though'he had a deep and due care 
to preferve the Rights of particular Churches’; yet he 
thoughr all the Churches of the Lord Peis, by their Union 
in what they profefs, intend and enjoy, focompaced into 
one Myftical Body, as that all the feveral particular Char- 
ches; every where, fhould act, with regard to the good 
of the whole, which cafnor tie done without a Conven- 
tion of the Churches in Synods by their Delegates and 
Meffengers. And this was a great ftep for Union between 
Presbyterians and them; and, 10 this; he went as far as ma- 
ny Presbyterians do. 

But I now proceed to his Third Part, which confi- 
ders him as an Avangiliff; which name the Modefty of 
this pious Man would by no means accept of, when an Ho- 
nourable perfon gave it him once in print. And this Title 
feems very agreeable to him, fince he was che firft chat 
Preached the Gofpel , and made Converts among the is- 
dians , and much like the fame Motion of the Holy Spirit 
moved that Holy Man to Preach tothe Indians, as did 
move the Apoftle Paul to go and Preach to the Macedo- 
nians, a poor Indian, having a Label going fron his mouth, 
with a Come over, and belp us. The Author gives a particu- 
Jar defcription of the Countrey, the Di/pofitions , Manners 
and Super/titions of the Inhabitants ; as alfo fays, That Mr. 
Eliot was of Opinion, by what he could obferve among 
them, that they are the Pofterity of the difperfed I/rae- 
Utes. Inorder tothe accomplifhing his fo pious defign, 
he learned their Lingua, which the Author difcanrs alittle 
upon: And it pleafed God that his Labours had fach fuc- 
cefs there, that Six Churches of them were planted there, 
as Mr. Increafe ‘Mather, Minifter ar Boffon; and Re&tor of a 
Colledge at Cambridge in New- England, ina Letter to Dr. 
Leafden, Profeflor in the Univerfity ot Uerecht, fthews at 
large : who, in requital, fent a fhore Account of the Dutch 
Paftors fuccefs, in Converting a great number of the Ea- 
ftern Indians, He likewife gives an Account of Mr. Eliot's 
way of opening the Myftertes ot the Gofpél. to the Indians ; 
with the toyl and hardthip he underwent in performing 
it: How he Tranflated the Bible, and orher good Books 
into the Indian Language; and how, after their Conver fi- 
on, they relinquifhed their barbarous way of living, and 
formed themfelves into {mall Corporations and Towns ; 
with a great many other particulars of the manner of re- 
ceiving them inro Chriftian fociery, the hindrances and 
obftructions the Devil laidin their way; and how, not- 
withftanding, ic pleafed God that the work wenton. He 
likewife gives an Account of Mr. Eliot's Fellow-labourers 
in this Work; as at Martha’s Vintyatd, old Mr. Mayhew , 
and feveral of his fons, orGrand{ons ; in Conneéficut, Mr. 
Fitch; as alfo Mr. Pierfox. In Maffachsfits, Mr. Daniel 
Gookin, Mr. Peter Thatcher, Mr. Grindal Lawfin, with 
fome others. He likewife gives an Account of the {4- 
cred and folemn Exercifes performed by che Indians. And 
after that, by comparing what they have done for the con- 
verfion of Indians, and what has been de~ elfewhere by 
Roman Cathoiicks ; fhews a vaft difference betwixt their 
manner of Converting Jndians, and Mr. Elliots and his Fel. 
low-labourers. And, in the end concludes, wich givin 
us feveral paflages of his great care for the Charch of - 
Chrift, and to do what good his decrepit Age was tapable 
of, even to his dying hour. All whic the Chriftian Rea- 
det may fce at large in the Hiftory it felf, it being a Book 
of that fmall Bulk, that ever the pooreft may purchafe , 
and {pare time to perufe, and therefore I have been thé 
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His Treatife confifts of Seven GS ge In the firt, 
the Author fhews, That Locereft is che great Spring 
that [ers all Menin morion. _Interett and Profit, fays an 
Ingenious Author , lige God, fit at theropof Jacob’s Ladder, 
aad al our Actions art bus fleps and rounds to goup to them. He 
fhews, that Intereft govern'’d the VVorld in all Ages, and 
char the wifeft Law-makers built upon chis Foundation. 
Hence Plutarch reported Solo to have faid, “ Thac he had 
“ ( framed his Laws, that the Citizens were fenfible, 1 
« was more their Intereft to obferve them, than co violate 
“them. That God himfelf, when he gave Laws tothe 
Jews , for this end added fo many Temporal Promifes to 
the obfervation thereof, as knowimg, that otherwile they 
would have been very flack in obferving them. But not 
to expatiate too much, oar Author particularly expofes 
two forts of Men, as having Sacrificed all che reft. of Man- 
kind co their Intereft , ciz- the Aéathenifh and Romilb 
Prisfts. Of the former, he fays, That no fooner was 4 
fhew of Religion fet up amongft the Heathen, but the 
Priefts infinuated ro the People, the Necefliry of Sacri- 
fices, amd that they could wor be acceptable to che Gods, 
unle(s they were offered up by (anétified hands, meaning 
their own. ’Tis cafie to imagine, how advantageous thefe 
Sacrifices were to the Heathen Priefts, they would never 
otfierwife have fet up fuch an unaccountable way of Wor- 
fhip , or think co attone and pacific their offended 
Gods, by {laying and facrificing Innocent Creatures: Here 
he would have his Reader obferve, that "tis only the Hea- 
then Sacrifices that he menrions here; but takes occafion 
to remark, that "twas nor becaufe God delighted in Sa- 
crifices, that he enjoyned the 7ez’s the ufe of them, but 
hecaule the Jews had been ufed to this kind of Worfhip 
in Egypt,and their minds were fo fet upon them, thar if 
they had not been complied with,in this point, they could 
never Have been brought off from their Idolatry. But he 
returns to the Heathen Priefts again, and fays further, 
That Idolatry is owing to their covetous Temper; for 
they knew well enoagh, chat the fetting up many Gods , 
and the {everal Worfhips of them,would bring them much 
more gain, than the VVorfhip of one God: and there- 
fore refolved they fhould not want for number of them, 
they having been computed to be no lefs than zo000;that 
the Priefts herein confulted folely their Intereft appears 
from the Nature of their Gods, who were famous for no- 
thing but Vices. Another Invention of, the Heathen 
Priefts, to get themfelvés valued, was their fetting upof 
Oracles; where the Author equally condemns the Igno- 
rance of the Heathen, that believed thofe Predictions 
q@me from Heaven, and of fuperftitious Chrifttans, that 
thought they came from Hell; and attributes them to 
the fogsling of the Priefts, who, by this means, infinuated 
themfelves into the favours of Princes. But he pro- 
ceeds from Heathen to Romifh Priefts, and fhews how 
Far they outdid the Heathen, by what means they fo far 
impofed upon the Chriftian World, and what vaft fums of 
Money they fqueeze from their Votaries, by their new- 
coined Do&rines, viz. The Popes Supremacy, Purgatory, In- 
dulginces, Auricular Confeffion, and the Celibacy of the 
Clergy. 

Hy fhews how flight a Foundation the Pope's Su- 
premacy has. 

2. As to Purgatory, he fays, this Do&rine was never 
thought of till St. Augs/tise’s days, who both faid and un- 
faid 1, nor did it come in Vogue till 200 years after. 
That the Papifts themfelves are fo divided, as to all the 
points and circumftances of this Do&rine, viz. the place, 
the Torments, the Cormentors, the fins there expiated, 
and the Souls continuance in that ftare, that ’tis not a 
little entertaining to fee their foolifh variety. He like- 
wife fhews, that they have drawn this Doérine from the 
Fables of the Heathen Poets, as from Homer's Story of U- 
iyffts deicent into Hell, ec. who is herein imitated by 

irgil; and from fome of the Philofophers Dreams, as 
Pilato in his Book de Axima, and Cicero in Scipio's Dream. 
But how ridiculous foever ir is, there is no Opinion in 
the Church of Rome, that the Romanifts are more zea- 
lous im aflerting, becaufe of the great gain it brings 

3. Indulgences and Pardons. In the Primitive times, 
when Chriftians committed any heinous offence , they 
were epjoyned a fevere penance, and the rigour of this 
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the Bifhops or Paftors might mitigate ag their dikretion ; 
which mitigation was called an indulgence, or fometimes, 
a pardon. But this cuftom began to be perverred abour 
the year 600. And fince that time “tis {carce credible 
what vaft fams this Doérine has broughe into the Churth, 
The Pope is the fole difpenfer of thefe indulgences, and 
therefore when he has a mind to fill his coffers, he has no 
more todo, bur to fend abroad thefe indulgences, upoa 
fome fpecious. pretence, and ‘tis above all credic what 
vaft rewrns he makes of them. | ° 

4- As to Awricular Confefion, the neceflity of this Doc. 
trine was unknown to the Fathers of the Primitive 
Church: And even in the Roman Charchit remained dik. 
putable, till the Council of Trent gave ic the SanGion, 
Ac firft ‘twas only.uied in cafe of a sroubled Confcience ¥ 
but now it is impofed eng: body ; and “tis not to be 
fuppofed the Remifh Clergy will part with a thing of fuch 
confequence, which lays open to.them the thoughts of the 
greateft men im their Communion. 

s. The Celibacy of the Clergy was derived from the 
Hearhens, as may appear, from what feveral of the Fa. 
thers have faid about that fubje&. The firft Account we 
meer with of prohibiting V Vives to the Clergy was fome 
time before the Nicene Council ; and bei atted there 
it was ftrenuoufly oppofed. Nor was it decreed fil] a- 
bove Fifty years after, when Siricius Bifhop of Rome firft 
ordained it, and for feveral Hundred years after. ‘twas 
not obferved rill Gre; ory the Vilth, or Hildebrand pur ic 
in Execution by Excommunicating al] Married Priefts 
that would not putaway their VVives, and take the Oath 
of Continency : and fince that time it has ever contixiued, 
The Author briefly fhews how ineffe@ual this was for 
keeping Priefts continent ; but on the contrary it made 
all manner of Incontinency abound among them; yea 
that they have had pudlick difpenfarions civen them to 
keep Concubines: “Tis eatie to concerve how this fort 
of Debauchery would be Hugg’d by the ordinary fort of 
Priefts, when the Angelical DoGor himfelf feems fo great 
a Patron of it, who fays, “ A WVhore in the VVorid is 
“as the Pump ina Ship, ora Privy in a Palace; take 
** thefe away and all will be fill’d with ftench and an- 
“ noyance. But we cannot infift on this, only the Au. 
thor Ingenioufly obferves that the reafon why tts Do- 
&rine is maincain'd by the Court of Rome is, that they 
may have the Clergy wholly at their Devotion, whe, 
were they Married, would be imore inrerefled in the 
State on the account of their VVives and Children, 
whereas now they make them wholly depend on the 
Church. VVe have been too large upon this Effay, but 
fhall only very curforily takenotice of the reft. 

VVhatour Author advances in his fecond Eflay may 
at firft view feem Heterodox, yer taking his words in a 
true meaning, he feemsto fay a great deal of the Truth, 
for Learning fimply in it felf contidered wirhout the ad- 
dition of Vertue has: done more hurt than good in the 
VVorld. But to give a brief hintof our Author, Learn- 
ing, he fays, is not ferviceable to things Naturai, which 
the greareft Sot can perform as well as the moft Learned. 
Nor doesit conduce to Honefty ; yea fome are of Opi- 
nion that it rather hinders it, fmce it commonly brings 
Pride and Ambition along withit. Hence tis faid that 
when once Learning came amongft the Romans,ihey began 
to crumble into FaGions: And the Lacedemoniax Govern- 
ment, where no Profeflion to Learning was made, far ex- 
ceeded the City of Azhens, the moft Learned City of the 
VVorld. And if we fearch into the Manners of the moft 
Learned Men of the Heathen, we fhall find they are as 
vitious as the common Slave. Nor is it agreater Friend 
to Religion, fince all the Herefies broacht in the VVorid 
are owing to the vain Philofophy of the [ieathens : For 
the Primitive Fathers gave themielves at firit co the flu- 
dy of Heathen Philofophy,that they might beat them with 
their own VVcapons, and when they had pur them quite 
to filence, when that was over, and they had norhing 
elfe to do ( like an Army that returns Victorious , 
and wants exercife ) they began to Quarrel! among 
themfelves. Nor does it a Men Subjeds. 
Hence Licinius and Valentinian Emperors Snowe uled to 
fay that their State had no Poyfon more dangerous chan 
that of Learning. And we find here in Englazd, that 
when what little Learning we had was confin'd to Mo- 
nafteries, the Ignorant common People bore patient- 
ly whatever was impofed.on them ; but when once 

rning began to come abroad among the Vulgag, they 
then began to contend with their Superiours. And upon 
this account many Princes endeavoured to keep their 
Subjeéts in Ignorance, efpecially by fu 
that lay open the Arcana Inperii. 


That of al forts of Subjetts the thinking Men made 
He likewife Remarks chat High-flown Arbitra. 
are never Mcn of the deepeft Thoughts or 
Forefight, and has an Ingenious Digrefhion on 
that flavifh part of Mankind, viz. the Nonrefiftance 
Champions, which we cannot defcesd particularly into 
unlefs we refolved to. tranfcribe it: He hkewife Re- 
marks that Men of Learning are nor always the greateft 
Politicians, particularly Cicrgy-men, whom our 
Author fays no fort of Men ever carried it more Arbitra- 
rily, nor committed greater Solecifms in State, when in 
Power. And therefore, he fays, the VVife Venetians 
have fo flight an Opinion of the Policicks of their Charch- 
men, that whenever any thing confiderable is debated 
before any fuflrage pals they caufe Proclamation to 
be made for all Prieftsto depart. He concludes with a 
very obvious Remark, that "tis not a Mans confining 
himfelf to his Study, and poring on Books that makes 
him @ VVife Man, bur Converfe and Meditation. Read- 
ing, fays he, is like Bating, and, as well as it, requires 
time to digeft it, otherwile as the one impairs the Health, 
of the Body, fo does the other that of the Mind. And 
therefore ‘tis Meditation, and that alone which makcs a 
Man truely VVife. After all he concludes with this, 
That Learning when it meets with an ‘Ingenuous Tem- 
per, and is joined to Pregnancy of Mind, is then of 
excellent ufe. But on the other hand, if it happens 
to be in the Poffeffion ofa Fool, ’tis then but a Bawble, 
and like Dr. Downts San-dial in the Grave, a trifle and of 


no ufe. 

Inhis third Effay he demonftrates the great Efficacy 
Education has upon Men,and proves it by feveral Inftan- 
ces of the moft ridiculous Cuftoms, that by reafon of Uie 
and Education, were fo far from being accounted {o, 
that they were reckoned che moft decent : But this be- 
ing fo obvious to any, & think ic needlefs co mention 
particulars : He, concludes with a Remark chat Virtuous 
and Sober Education does not always prove fuccefsful, 
which he proves by feveral Inftances, as that of Nevo, 
who was Educated under Sentca and Burrhas, Cicero's 
Son under Cratippus, and Commodus who had fourteen 
of the beft Mafters. Thus, he fays, there is in fome 
_ Tempers fuch a Natural Barrennefs, that, like the Sands 
of Arabia, they are mot to be cultivated or improved. 
And according to the Old Proverb, Ex quovis ligno non 
fit Mercurius. 

In his fourth he fhews us what deference we are to give 
the Ancients. He acknowledges that Antiquity is ever 
Venerable, and juftly Challenges Honour and Reverence, 
butthat there is difference between Reverence and Su- 
perftition. _VVe may affent co them as Ancients, but not 
as Oracles. As he will not diftruft all which withour 
Manifeft Proof they deliver, where he cannot convince 
them in Error ; fo likewife he will fufpend his belief up- 
on Probabiliry of their —— and where he finds 
reafon to diftruft he will rather reipe& Truth than Au» 
thority. He fays the greateft Refpe& we can fhew the 
Ancients is by following their Example ; which was not 
Supinely and Superftitioufly co fir down in fond Admiration 
of them that went before them; but to Examine their 
VVritings, to avoid their Miftakes, and toute their dif 
coveries tn order to the further Improvement of Know- 
ledge. If Novelty fhould always be rejefted, neither 
would Arts have arrived to that perfection, wherein we 
now enjoy them, nor could we ever hope for any future 
Reformation: Though all Truth be Eternal in it (elf ; 
yet in refpe& of Mens Opinions, there is fcarce any fo 
ancient but it hada — » and was once counted a 
Novelty; and if for this reafon it had been condemned 
as an Error, whatDarknefs andignorance would have been 
in the VVorld in comparifon of chat Light which now a- 
bounds ? To conclude, he fays, there is no one thing 
hath more ftinted the growth of Learning than a (tiffad- 
hering to the Dictates of the Ancients; for he that 
makes Plato or Ariflotiethe frandard of Humane Know- 
ledge cannot poflibly craufcend their Learning. If we 
enquire the Reafon why the Mathtmaticks and Michanick 
Arc, have fo much got the ftart of other Sciences, this 
may be one; that their progrefs hasmot been retarded 
by this Reveretirial Awe of former Difcoveries, No Man 
ever thought it an Herefie to out-limn Apelles, or to out- 
work the Obelisk, nor a Crime in Galilzus, that he faw 
furrher rhan the Antients ; nor are the Optick Glaffes the 
lef valued, becaufe they were not ufed by the Ancients. 

His fifth is whether the Men of chis prefent Age 
— way inferior to thofe of former Ages, either in 
refpe& of Vertue, Learning, or Long Life: To be con- 
cife, he fays, 


wfed to fay, 
the wort. 
ry Men, 
greareft 
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1. If we furvey the Vices of Formet Times they will 
appear more Barbarous and Epidemical than fach as 
now reign m the World: As ftrange Luft in Sodom, ‘Op- 
preflion in the Egyptians : The wifeft Law-givers among 
Pe me approved of ho aad Drunkennefs 

tamong them that pergre@ceré from thence 
fignifies to be tied wich Drink : The fame Vice icighed 
among the Romaits, and that not only with their Men 
bar Women’s What Vanity is there now comparable to 
that of Xerxes, that would think’ to whip the Sea into 
Calmnefs ? What Prodigality now comes near that of 
Altander and Heliog abulus 2 Whar Crueliy exceeded 
that fhewed to the Jews, the Tew Perfecutions, Nrvo, 
Domitian, Servius Galba, Lucinius Gilba, &&. ~ 

2. The fecond thing to be confidered is whether for- 
mer Ages excelled the preient in re(pe& of Learn ite; 
and atter fome curious * see on the Egyptian L carn - 
ing, Sein for brevities fake we omit ) he confines 
himfelf to touch on thefe three, Anatomy, Geography 
and Navigation. As co the firft» he ‘favs, this was in 
lietle ufe among the Ancients ; and though he fays, fome 
think that the Egyptians were very accurate in the 
Knowledge of Anatomy, yet confiderihg how Superftiti- 
ous they were in preferving their Bodies unputrified ; 
their opening them was rather for Embowelling them 

than Anaromizing of them. And this Art could not 
be in Practice among the Grecians, becaule their Cuf- 
tom was to Burn their Dead Bodies; and he proves ir 
from feveral other Reafons; as alfo that it was not in 
ufe among the Romans : Since it was reckoned a great fin 
among them to pry into the inward parts of a Man. 
Then he infifts on the manifold Difcoveries not Jong 
fince made in 4natomy, as the Circulation of the Blood 

found out by Dr. Harvey, the true Accourt of the Na- 
ture of Sanguification, Bilification , Separation of Urine 
and other Humors from the Mats ef Blood; by Dr. Glif- 
— ; ~ Willis’s gree ot Nutrition, Generation 
a ration of the Swecms hm 

Spree > Nirvofies, and Animal 

As for Geography, the Learned Varenins 
That the moft General and neceflary things belonging 
thereto were then unknown ; as the Flux and Reflex of 
the Sea; the HabitablenefS of the Torrid Zone; the Po- 
lar Property of the Magnet ; the Diverfity ot Winds; the 
true Dimenfions of the Earth, che Antipodes ; and a great 
many other things, which have been found out fince. And 
as for Navigation, Cardan tells us , Thar among the late 
Noble Inventions, that of the Mavizers Compafs is the 
moft worthy of admiration, by the help whereof we are 
able to find out the way through the vaft Ocean, in the 
greareft Storms, and darkeft Noghts; > whereas the An. 
cients had nothing to guide them by Night but Stars 
which, in dark and Cloudy weather , could por be feen, 
and fo their Pilot was, tor the moft part, at a lof: and 
for this reafon, che moft part of their Voyapes were per- 
formed by Coafling italong. He has likewif@ a RefleAi- 
onon the great Ignorance that reigned lately in the 
World , and particularly here in the times of Popifh 
Darknets, King Alfred, in his Preface to the Paftorals of 
St. Gregory, fays, ‘* That when he came firtt co his 
F Kingdom , he knew not one Prieft on the South-fide 

of the Humber , that underftood his Service in Latine 
“ or that could Tranflare an Epiflle into Englith. Vig_ 
nur affirms , chat Gerbertus, the firft Bifhop of Rivas 
and _Ravinna, was reputed a Magician, becaufe he was 
skill'd in the Mathematicks: Era/mus cells us that fome 
Divines in his time, undertook to prove, that Hereticks 
ought to be put to death, from thofe words of che Apo- 
file , Hereticum Homintm devita} which it feems 
underitood, as it he had faid, De vita toile. 

3. Whether Men do live fo long now as they did for- 
mt My It muft be granted, that in the Firft Ages of the 
World, both before, and for fome time after the Flood 
Men did generally arrive to a much ‘greater age than 
they have done fince. But this is to'be attributed to fome 
Extraordinary Caule 5 One teafon of their long lives might 
he for the {peedy replenithing of the World,which could 
not be done bur by the long fivesof Mén : as alfo, that 
obfervation and experience. But in after tj a Whey ihe 
World was fully » and arts and {ciences 
po coal our ten witemet teh Lhe 
moft 80 years. | ps tot ate. 

4. His Sixth Effay is of Puffion, and'whecher the Pate / 

or difadvamage o Men 


fions are advantageous, 
faid, that a Mind tram{ported with 
beft Reafons y and retains the worft 
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the Flower pafs, and keeps burt 
Plate, (peaking of paflionare | . 
ike Nien fianding upon their heads , 
ing the wrong way. Add how in- 
irit of God and paffion is, the Scrip- 
VVeli might the Poets call Anger 


, which 


io] 

doef 

r Author thinks it very unreafonable, from chis excefs 
of the Pafions, to infer an utter ufelefsnefs of them. For 
he cannot think, Narure is fach a fevere Step-dame, as 
that by her planting thefe Paffions in us, fhe, defigned 
onely to plague and torment us: Therefore he concludes 
there is an honeft and innocent ufe of them, As Bras 
faid once of the Tongue, that ‘tis the beft and worft part 
of a Man; fomay we fay of the AffeGtions. Mec meliores 
unquam fervos , nec Dominos fentit Natura asteriorts; They 
are the beft Servants, but worft Mafters that a Man can 
have, The Paffions are fo far from being always hurt- 
ful, that we read of feveral that have received great 
advantages from them, For wit proceeds from active 
fpirits, or a good degree of Heat in the Brain; and 
therefore they that have been denied by Nature this fa- 
culty, and will not take the pains, by Study, and pains 
to improve this Art, do oftentimes increafe their heat 
by fome high paflion, and fo appear more witty than ac 
other times. Seneca hearing a dull Oraror make a moft 
Eloquent Harrangue the very day his Son died, cryed 


out, Magna pars Bloquentie oft dolor. Thus the Patlions 


of Anger and Love fometimes make Men more witty: 


So thac, he fays, the Paflions, if rightly managed, are of 
great ule to us, bur if once we fuffer them to grow 
headftrong , are more ungovernable than Wolves and 
Tygers. And here oor Author takes notice of that un- 
difcreet paffion that many times arifes in Controverhics , 
efpecially about Religion;and fhews, how contrary ‘tis to 
the fpirit of Chriftianiry, how prejudicial to our felves, 
and how great (candal it gives toour common Enemies. 
But I thall {top here, and briefly confider his laft Effay, 
which 1s, 

s. Of the Variety of Opinions; whence proceeds, 
the Uncertainty of Human Knowledge. All our feveral 
Opinions, he fays, are nothing buc the meer various tafts 
of feveral Minds, framed partly by our feveral Natures, 
partly by our different Educations and Inftructions , 
partly by the various Encounters which we have met with 
in our Lives; and hence ‘tis that Opinions are as various 
as Mankind it felf. There areas many Internal Forms 
‘of the Mind, as there are External in the Body ; and 
the Soul of Man hath its Palate as well as the Body ; 
Opinion being nothing but the Gufto, or Relifh of the 
Soul: Nay, fome do affirm, that there is fo greata cor- 
refpondence berween the one and the other, that thofe 
who are of different diet, are generally obferved to} ¢ of 
different opinions.In a word, almoft every one fatisfied, That 
rhere is a particular Genius, or particular Inclination n 
Mens minds, & that fome opinions donaturallymake a much 
greater Impreffion than others:Buc the vexataQueft.is,How, 
or from whence this Temperament of the Mind pro- 
ceeds. Some therefore tell us, That this great diverfity 
of the Operations of the Mind, is to be aicribed to the 
Souls dependance on the Body. And that a good or 
bad Difpofition of the Organical Parts does certainly ren- 
der the Soul either vigorous or unactive in its feveral O- 
perations. Hence we are told, that fome Men, even by 
Nature and Complexion, are inclined to goodnefs. {r 
was a received Opinion among the Ancients , Thar out- 
ward Beauty was ao infallible Argument of inward Beau- 
ty, and fo onthe contrary. And Pythagoras was fo bigct- 
ted to this Opinion, that he would never admit into his 
School, any that had the leaft blemifh or deformity. But 
yet this Rule is not fo general, as co admit of no Excep- 
tion, aswe fee in Galba,Agefilaus, and fome others, Bur, 
to proceed, fays our Authour, others are of Opinion, that 
this great diverfity proceeds from the Climat. Peter Ho- 
lin, {peaking of the Difperfion of th= Families of the 
fons of Noab, favs, * That though they all Defcended 
“* from one common Root, yet by the Situations of their 
“ feveral Dwellings, they came ro be of feveral Tempers 
‘* and affeGtions,and thar fo different, that they would nor 
“ he thoughr tohave been derived from one and the fame 
Parent. And from this difference im Temperaments , 
proceed Different Forms of Government. Bur it being 
impoflible to extrac what our Author fays here, without 
Tranfcribing it, I fhall forbear, onely taking notice, that 
our Author takes occafion from the neceflicy of diverfiry 
of Opinions, to inveigh againft chat Bitternef that is too 
frequent between chem, chat differ ig Opinions, ¢fpee. 


é | 


ally againft aperfecuting Spirit. The craze Emblem of 
the Church, he fays, is the Lilly among Thorns: the 
Lilly does nor feratch and tear, that’s the property of 
Thorns and Briars. . “ And indéed, lays he, Jet us butre. 
“ fle& who were the chief promoters of our late Perfecu. 
“tions, and we fhall find, they were the flighteft of the 
**Clergy,and che moft profligate of the Laity : none be- 
“ing fo fit to make fthipwrack of other Mens con{ciences, 
* as chofe who have none of their own. The moft natural. 
and effe@ual way (then) of promoting the blefled Gofpel, 
is by following its own Rules and Precepts of meckneg 
and moderation. He afterwards fhews, what ill fucce@ 
Perfecution has had , and that it commonly ended in 
the ruin of thofe that carry'd it on. 


at 


The Hiftory ef the Vauddis. Wherein ts fhewn 
their Original ; how God has preferved. the 
Chriftian Religion among them in its Puri- 
ry from the time of the Apoftles , to our’ 
days , the Wonders he bas done for their 
Frefervation , with the Signat and: Miracn- 
lous Vittories they have gained over their 
Enemies; how they were difperfed, and 
their Churches ruined ; and bow at laft they 
were eftablifhed beyond the hope and expe&ka 
tion of alltheWorld, By Peter Boyer, « 
Minifter of theGofpel. Dedicated to the King 
of England , and now newly tranflated out 
of French. London, Printed for Edward 
Mory, at the three Bibles in St. Pauls 
Churchyard. 1692. 


E have given a Hiftory of them in our laft 

Supplement , but done by a Benedi&ine 
Monk , and fhall therefore precermit what of Truth is 
contained in that, and only infere either where the’ 
other has {poken pardally, or where he is defici« 
ent. 

They are called Vaudois, becaufe they are Inhabitanrs 
of the Valleys, For the word Vawdois comes from Val 
which fignifies a Valley. From the Vaudois of Piemont 
are defcended thofe of Provence, where they Preached 
the DoGrine, and fpread themfelves into Languedoc , 
Where they made wonderful Progrefs. It is proved 
from Authentick Records, that the Vaudois had protefted 
againft the Church of Rome7o years before Waldo ap- 
peared inthe World. Thefe A@s were faved from the 
Flames and Lamentrable Maflacre committed on them , 
1655. and the Originals put in the hands nf Mr. Moreland, 
the Englifb Ambaflador, and after fent to be kepr in the 
Univerfiry of Cambridge. 

_ The Vaudois received the Do&rine of the Gofpel in the 
time of the Apoftles. 

St. Paxl being carryed Prifoner to Rome , during his 
Abode there, made many Converts to the Chriftian Faith 
and fent fome of “em to Preach the Gofpel in Italy and 
Pitdmont. Or if it be true chathe performed his Voyage 
Into Spain, Rom. 18.24. he cook Rome in his way; if he 
went by Land, “tis mor to be doubred, but he went 
through Piedmont, and con{equently preached there, and 
if he went by Sea, twas not neceflary that he fhould touch 
at Ztalyin_ this Voyage thither, | 

Since the Valleys ot Piedmont were enlightened with the 
Gofpel , the Ishabirants thereof preferved the Purity of 
the Chriftian Religion without aby mixture of Human 
Traditions. They never received any of the Popifh Do- 
Grines, asis proved clearly from their A&s, among which 
there is one writ in their vulgar Tongue, 4x. 1 100.But it fuf- 
crently appears that they never embraced any of the 
Popif 1 Tenets,from the Papifts own Confeffion,iwho own 
~— not known thatever they were fubje&s to the See 
of Rome. 

_ That the Chriftian Religion was pure inPiedmont in the 
ninth Century isclear from the Writings of Claudius of 
Turin. But above all, it appears from that excellent pro- 
feffion of their Faithip the year 1200. which the Author 
fers down, but for brevities fake i omir, as a!fo a fhort 
Confeflion of their Faith, publifhed with their manifefto. 
after the dreadful. Maflactes of the year 1665, where 
they clear chemfelves of the Malicious Afperfions of Pa- 
pifts, as if they had been infedted with Manicheifm, 2 

The 
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The Viudsis Ecclefiaftical Goveenment is the fame 
with char of the Apoftles , fays the Author; viz. Elders 
and Deacons; the Paftors are called Elders and Bifhps; 
Paftors, becaufe they feed the Flock of Chrif®t: Bithops 
j. 2. Watchmen or Overfeers , becaufe they are to watch 
over . andtake care of the Flock committed to their 
Charge , and Elders , becaufe they ought to be fageand 
Prudent; and there were two forts of Elders , one 
concero’d in the Government only, the other that befides 
the care of the affairs of the Church. took pains in 
Preaching and Explaining the Word, whom the Apofile 
efpecially recommended to be Honoured. The Dea- 
cons had in particular the care of ‘the poor. 

Our Author tells us that they enjoyed a long Peace, 
and even antil the year 1487. thacthe Cruifade was rai- 
fed againft them, and he gives an account of feveral 
Wars made on them ; which fince they are related pret- 
ty impartially in that account of them , we gave in our 
fecond Supplement, p. 24,25. we thal! refer the Reader 
thither, and only take notice of what is not fo particular- 
ly expreft there. ; 

He tells us next of the Indire& means the Council de 
Propaganda fide took to pervert them, which had litle 
effe& , faveon fome poor debauched People. In the 
mean time their Enemies defigned to have them cat * ff by 
inciting them to refift the Fresch that were to quarter 
there by the DurchefS of Saveys Order; but it pleafed 
God that the Minifter difcovered this Malice of their 
Enemies to the Marfhal , and told him if he had the 
Durchefs of Savoys Order , they were ready ro receive 
him, and fo averced the blow which otherwife might 
have ruin’d them. 

Inthe year, 1655. The Dutchefs of Savoy and her Son 
the Duke Sollicited by the Courtof Rome, yielded to 
give their Countrey tothe Irifh: Papifts that were driven 
out of their own Country by Cromwel, and gave a Commi- 
ffion co drive ourall che Proteftants that were in the Val- 
leys, and Commiffion was granted Fan. 13. and op the 
the rwenry fifth, ftri&t Command was given tothe Pro- 
teftants of the Valleys to Abandon them , and within 
three days afcer Publication, co retire into Bobbi, 
Villar , Angrogne, Boras, and the Country of the Bon- 
nets, uuder pain of Death, and Confifcation of Goods. 
And the Proreftanrs to fhew their deference to their 
Princefs Orders obeyedthe Proclamation ; they after- 
ward Petitioned the. Dutchefs for Redrefs; bur this 
Pecition was fent back to the Council of Propagation , 
and by them to the Marquefs of Pianeffe. who received 
Orders to Maflicre them, and for this purpofe , had an 
Army of 15000 Mea of Savopards, rench, Germans 
and Filo; The Army was ready the fifteenth of April, 
and the Marquels of Pianeffé kept their Deputies act Tx 
rin, till chey were Marched near che Valley, and went 
after them himfelf incognito ; buta Perfon of Quality 
gave notice of ittothem, and it pleafed God to Spirit 
them to defend themfelves againft this great Army. 
And when he faw thar he could nor deftroy them by 
force of Arms, he wheedled them 0 far , as to receive 
fome of their Foor and Horfe , who being admitted im= 
mediarely feized all the Pafles, and were followed 
by the reft of the Army , and they began to burn and 
kill all before them., but the Night gave many occafi- 
on to efcape; and their Enemies underftanding this, 
defer’d theexecuring the height of their Cruelty, and 
perfwaded thofe that remained to fend for their Bre- 
thren again, and fome of them returning on the third 
day , they put all within their reach to Sword, wichour 
refpeét toeither Age or Sex, in the moft Barbarous 
manner that ever was heard of. Afterwards they eftablfhe 
the Krifh there. 

Afcer this Bloody Maflacre the Uaudois that had efca- 
ped , had feveral Bartels with the Murderers. «The; 


firft Bartel was foughe at Roras, where Captain Jasa- 


vl with five or fix Countrey Peazanrs at an Advanta- 
geous Pa, killing fix of the Enemies , put 500 of them 
co thghe, who were ignorant of the fmalilnef of their 
Number; after this, with 18 Mem divided into three 
feveral Companies pofted Advantagioufly, he Routed 
600 Men, killing 6oonmcheSpor. The next day wich 17 
Men, he fell upon goo picke Mem, quite routed them , 
and killed a grearmany on the fpot, and inthe purfuic, 
Whereupon che Marques de Piandfe went with 8000 
Men to make an endof them aronce, and fent a confi- 
derable Body of Men to rake Rovas 3 they divided them- 
fcives into two Sp enc upon cheVaudois on theFroac 
and the Rear ; burt jeans © vigils Oren that 
they pur their Enmtes co flight , killing 66 in the place, 
befideswhat were killed in the purfuit, After Janavel 
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with his. 18 Men Retreated to a little Hill to reftetl 
themélves; but they mo fooner began to eat, but they 
faw another.Body of the Army , whereupon they put 
themfelves in a pofture of Detence, and gave them as 
fhameful a Rout as they had rhe others. 

After this the Marquels Majfers up an Army of r1ocoe 
Men, which he divided into three Bodies. Fanavel with 
his Men went againft the firft Body, and fought valiantly, 
and-killed many of the Enemy ; but when he faw the 
other two Bodies, he with his 17 Men, retired ioro 
the Valley of Queivas. After he had refrefht himfelf 
fome days , where fome of his Brethren joyned him, he 
defigned to go for Lucernette, to furprite fome Carrel, and 
take fome Prifoners to redeem his Wife and Daughters , 
but could not effect it. He joyned Captain Fayer, and 
the firft thing they attempted, was the Surprizing Gar- 
fillane, bucfo many cameo the Succour of it, chat they 
were forced ro retreat , taking from a Village fome Ox- 
en and other Carré], and fome Prifoners, wich the lof@ 
only of one Man, and two wounded. Some days atter 
Captain Zaxavel,having only eight Men with him,met with 
300 of the Enemy , and killed and wounded a great 
many ofthem. The Captains Jayer and Fanzvel joyni 
a fecond time, refolved to fall upon Tour, and kil 
300 of the Enemy; afterwards they fent 450 Men 
againft Crufol; the Inhabitants thereupon retired into a 
Cave, where they could nor come at them, but they 
brought away a confiderable Booty. June 1g. 
my with 300 Men, was fer upon by 3300 of che 

nemy , where afcer a flouc fight , and great flaughter 
of the Enemy, he made them fly in great Confufion, 
with the lof of one only Man, and two woundeds Fayer 
coming upatcer chis Bacce) , they fell upon the Enemy 
again , and Caprain Janavel was mortally wounded. After 
this Captain Jayer was decoyed by a Traitor inco an Am- 
bufcade of the Enemies Horfe , where he, and forty with 
him were killed. Nocwithftanding his Death, the Vaudois 
fellupon their Enemies, and cut off 200 of chem, be- 
fides Officers of Note , many other Barrels and Skirmith- 
¢s are here related , which I cannot mention without al- 
moft Tranfcribing the Author: Afrerwards they were 
joyned bya great many French Proreftants, ( thatin a 
fhort time they amounted to 1860.Men. And upon this 
ya — Mediation of the Swiffts, a Peace was conclu- 
In the year 1662and 63. Charles Immanutl Duke of Sa- 
voymade War uponthem again, and fenc rwo Armies, 
one commanded by the Marquefles of Flari and An- 
erogne , confifting of 4000 Men; they defign’d to f{eize 
upon Vachere, a Forton the top.of a Hill, which com- 
manded {fevera! Valleys , bur were ftopt oa Baty of 
So. of theVaudois pofted ina ftrait place there. They 
feeing themfelves thus ftopt, pofted chemfelves.on the 
top of a Hill; and enrrenched cheméelves , while-the 
inthe pafs.- The other pare of 
another way, and the 
came tO a more 
Rocks, where 


others endeavour'd to 
the Army commanded 
of an equal number, came up 
Vaudois were forced ro Retreat, all 
advantageous Pott, under the fhelrer 
they ftood their ground, and» put their Ememics. to 
Rour after the lofs of 300 Men; and they had fe 
cured this Poft whence they had beat the Enemy, 
went to fecure the 60 chat kept the Pafs againft. che Mar- 
ueffes Men, who were now very weary, .but on fight of 


g 


their Brethren were foemboldned, thatin a. little time 
became Mafters of their Euemies Camp, killing S00 
of them , and purting the reft co flight. with the ae 


of but four or five Men, and 12 oneye + 
they had feveral Skirmithes with them, abdin 16 

the Mediation of the Proreftant Cantons-a Peace + 
which lafted ull the year 1686. during which time they 
did che Buke of Savoy very Signal Services, 


iflued our, that no ftranger fhould ftay 
an, 13. 1686, another prohibited 


ceedings agatoft their Brethren, fent two Ar 
the Court at Turén, but norwithflanding all: 


it, atid pérfwaded chem co agree to 


it. But whee all.came coal. it was norhing buta Trick to 


cat chem off. Andintheend they were atracked by twa 
Seti The French King’s,and che D. of Sevry2,who 
them, that of hem were forc’d ta 

p Pac tn notwichftanding the fair -promifes thar were 
made chem , were ail imprifoned in oafty Dungeons, 
where they Giffered che utmofl extremity, add continued 
there for fome confidcrable cime, mary ‘of them dying 
in prefon,and moft of them fick ar cheir delivery, where 
they were forc’s to walk in chis cafe over the Snowy and 
icy Mountains, to find refuge where they could,and noc a 
few of them cur.off by the barbarous Soldiers. Others of 
them fecing their Treatment, refolved - to defend chem- 
felves, co the utmoft, and had feveral skirmifhes with the 
Enemy; killing and routing confiderable parcies of chem, 
fat lafbobrained free Liberty ro go out with cheir Wives 
meats ae ah a, to be born, and conduGted fafe 
pony ap ae Troops, at two feveral cumes, by 

DD. Captains, with wide bafipores i in due form ; thar 


fee decutity.of che firft Teoop, hoftages fhroald be tefe m 
the Walicys in the hands of the fecond, who fhould keep 
them till’ chey had certain notice of the fafe arrival of the 


pony mt have given. mofi fignal 
anditheit. reddineftti ferve their Prince, as they have 
done of their.Zeal for the Purity of. Religion : fo. that we, 
have had few Gerets, but have given us fome Accounr 
of. che. great Succefies they have had againft che Prech 
Tyran. And thus briefly of this difirciied People, iof 
whom ‘we would have given you a larger Account, ber 
thar we bad not Room fot it, 
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